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We are proud to support the
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION,

for their protection and support of the 
law enforcement community. 

Thank you for providing the medical and legal 
services they deserve in exchange for 

their sacrifices. their sacrifices. 

And thank you for putting your lives on the line 
every day in order to protect ours.
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Executive Director’s Message
							                                                     May 3, 2023

Dear NPDF Members & Supporters:

I want to welcome and thank all our valued members, sponsors, and guests for 
attending and supporting our 2023 Annual Awards Dinner. 
The National Police Defense Foundation (NPDF) continues its mission in “protecting 
and supporting” the efforts of law enforcement officials nationwide and internationally.  
For example, in 2022, the NPDF had another legal defense victory in the acquittal 
of Atlantic City K-9 Detective Sterling Wheaton who was charged with federal civil 
rights violations because his police dog bit a suspect who repeatedly punched the 
canine. 

As for our Safe Cop program, the NPDF continues to post its $10,000 reward for public information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of any person who shoots at a law enforcement officer. 
In November 2022, the NPDF saw fit to fund the funeral of CBP Marine Interdiction Officer Michel Maceda 
who was killed in the line of duty on November 17, 2022, during a gun battle with drug traffickers in Puerto 
Rico. 

In February 2023, the NPDF provided a Safe Cop reward to Ms. Angela Walker, a health care professional, 
who was credited for saving the lives of two Newark Police Officers.  On February 2, 2023, Ms. Walker 
while driving her car noticed one of the officers on the ground bleeding out. Without hesitation, she stopped 
her car and in the line of fire, provided life-saving assistance to the injured officers. She is truly a real-life 
hero well deserving of recognition! 

Tonight, I’m honored to recognize all our distinguished honorees and scholarship recipients. One honoree 
is U.S. Border Patrol Agent Jacob Alberato who will be receiving our Valor Award”. Agent Alberato while 
off-duty learned about the active shooting massacre at the Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas 
where his wife was a teacher, and his daughter was a 2nd grade student. The agent without hesitation and 
at great personal risk, entered the school and helped several children escape death out a class window.

It’s rewarding to note that the National Police Defense Foundation is celebrating its 27th anniversary. 
The NPDF has accomplished its mission in protecting and supporting law enforcement officers world-
wide. Much of our success is a direct result of my staff and my wife, Angela who inspired me to start the 
foundation in 1995. 
It has also been a special year for me personally, having been knighted by the Vatican for my humanitarian 
efforts, as well as publishing my memoirs as a federal agent which explains the reasons why I established 
the NPDF.

In conclusion, please enjoy tonight’s festivities, you all deserve it, and help the NPDF proudly recognize 
and applaud these distinguished award recipients well deserving of recognition. 

Fraternally yours,  

Joseph Occhipinti 
Founder & Executive Director 
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Dear NPDF Members & Supporters:		 May 3rd, 2023

Welcome to our 2023 National Police Defense Foundation’s Annual 
Awards Night at beautiful Russo’s on the Bay. Tonight, we proudly 
recognize and honor just a few of the many success stories in Law 
Enforcement who fearlessly risk their lives everyday protecting and 
defending the communities they serve. 

Our “Person of the Year” NAPO President Michael “Mick” McHale, “Lifetime Achievement 
Honoree” Special Agent in Charge Ricky Patel and Valor Award recipient, US Border 
Agent Jacob Albarado are admired by the NPDF for excellence in their respective 
professions and deserving of our appreciation.

With great pleasure, we also bestow gratitude on a few of our civilian friends who have 
distinguished themselves as genuine supporters of Law Enforcement and the NPDF. 
For their unwavering support, the NPDF honors: Dr. Robert Ghalili, NPDF Surgeon; Joni 
Capobianco, CEO AMG Demolition; and The Blue Magazine/Moment of Silence.

In a period of global danger and uncertainty, the American public can trust that the brave 
men and women of Law Enforcement will wake up each morning ready to protect, serve 
and answer the call of duty. They are all true-blue American heroes and this evening we 
get the opportunity to celebrate a few of them at this great event.

In closing, thank you all for coming tonight and for supporting the Foundation and its 
special endeavors namely, “Operation Kids” and the “Safe Cop” programs.

Fraternally,

Michael J. Palladino
President

Michael Palladino



Police Chiefs Coalition
Chief Robert M. Caron

Port Authority Police of NY & NJ (Ret.)

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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SSA Joseph Occhipinti 
Founder &

Executive Director 
US Dept. of Justice (INS-Ret.) 

Past President, 
Federal Agents PBA

C.O. Norma Delgado
Secretary 

New York City
Department of

Correction (Ret.)

SSA Philip Scala 
Vice President 

US Dept. of Justice (FBI-Ret.)

Federal Officers Coalition
SAC Hugo Barrera

Administrator
US Department of Justice (ATF-Ret.)

NPDF Italian Police Coalition
Asst. Chief Michele Mastrosimone

Administrator
Italian State Police

Founder & Office Administrator 
Angela M.  Occhipinti

Webmasters		   
Michael Ceglio

Executive Assistants 
Michelle Rizzo
Amanda Avella
Janice Arbital
Matt Stoll, Financial Advisor
Martin Mabe, Financial Assistant
Anita Green
Project Administrators 
Sgt. Michael P. Barry (Ret.) 
Director, NPDF Programs & Services

Safe Cop Program 
Lt. Karl Milligan (Ret.) 
Prince George County, MD

Operation Kids 
Lisa Malecki, PA

Public Relations  
Harry Kalicovic, Coordinator

Congressional Liasion Officer  
William Carroll, District Director (Ret) 
US Dept. of Justice (INS)

Legal & Medical 
Alan E. Wolin, Esq. 
NPDF Chief Legal Counsel  
Anthony Pope, Esq. Legal Counsel (NJ)  
John T. Bazzurro, Esq., Legal Counsel 
Det. David Venezian (Ret) 
Chief NPDF Investigator 
NYC Police Department 
Dr. Dhimant Balar, Chief Police Surgeon 
Dr. Aaron Feingold, Police Surgeon 
Dr. Michael Goldstein, Police Surgeon 
Dr. Harold Hansen, Police Surgeon 
Dr. Robert Ghalili, Police Surgeon

Honorary Chairmen 
Hon. Joseph Vitale, NJ Senator

Clergy Staff  
Msgr. Robert Romano, 
Chief NPDF Chaplain 
NYPD Deputy Chief Chaplain

Rabbi Harry Tvzi Berkovitz 
Deputy NPDF Chaplain 
Chief Chaplain, MTA Police (Ret.)

Rev. Captain James Occhipinti, 
Ocean County Prosecutor's Office

International NPDF Delegates

Col. Bienvenido Perez Perdomo, 
Dominican Republic
Chairman Liu Wei, China 
Sgt. Uzi Soll, Israel
Sheba Michiyo Shibaihara, Japan
PO Michele Mastrosimone, Italy
Dr. Doris Apuzzo, Peru
Lt. David Wing, Aruba PD
Jose Zhanay, Ecuador
Kirby Tan, Malaysia
Sgt. Maik Wegner, Germany

NPDF BOARD OF ADVISORS & EXECUTIVE  STAFF

COALITIONS

Executive BOARD

Det. Michael J. Palladino
President 

NYPD Det. (Ret.) 
Past President DEA

 

Robert Henderson
Treasurer

Forensic Investigator
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program
COCKTAIL HOUR

MUSIC PROCESSION
Port Authority Police of NY & NJ Pipe and Drum Band

PRESENTATION OF COLORS
Port Authority Police of New York & New Jersey

Port Authority Police Pipe and Drum Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Tenor Arthur Lai 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Gianna, Tyler & Allegra Malecki,  Gabrielle & Matthew Tonelli and Shane Rizzo

INVOCATION & SPECIAL MEMORIAL PRAYER
 Monsignor Robert Romano

Deputy Chief Chaplain, New York City Police Department

OPENING STATEMENT
SSA Joseph Occhipinti (Ret)

NPDF Founder & Executive Director

AWARDS PRESENTATION
Detective Michael J. Palladino (Ret.)

Master of Ceremonies
NPDF President

CLOSING PRAYER
Rabbi Harry Berkowitz

MTA Police Department (Ret.)

Host Venue Russo’s on the Bay
Entertainment by Magic Moments

Silent Auction by RYCO Fundraising
PHOTOGRAPHER Walter Taylor
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2023 scholarship recipients

Jonathan Ryan Perez
New Jersey City University

Paul W. Thompson
Pennsylvania State University

Andrew Benvenuto
Moravian University

Leen Darwish
Rutgers University

Paris Galgano
Monmouth University

NATIONAL POLICE 
DEFENSE FOUNDATION 

& 
OPERATION KIDS PROGRAM

Congratulates Our
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2023 award recipients

Person of the Year
Mick McHale, National President

National Association of Police Organizations (NAPO)

Life Time Achievement Award
Special Agent in Charge Ricky Patel

US Department of Homeland Investigations, Newark Office

Distinguished Member Award
Dr. Robert Ghalili

NPDF Surgeon

Business Person of the Year
Joni Capobianco,

CEO AMG Demolition

Media in Excellence Award
The Blue Magazine/Moment of Silence

Valor Award
Agent Jacob Albarado

US Border Patrol



Person of The Year AWARD

Mick McHale
National President

National Association of Police Organizations 
(NAPO)

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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The National Association of Police Organizations (NAPO) is a coalition of police unions and 
associations from across the United States and was organized for the purpose of advancing 
the interests of America’s law enforcement officers through legislative advocacy, political 
action, and education.
	 Increasingly, the rights and interests of law enforcement officers have been the 
subject of legislative, executive, and judicial action in the nation’s capital. From issues 
of federal funding of State law enforcement and anti-terrorism efforts to federal policy on 
employee health, pension and other benefits, the actions of Congress and the Administration 
significantly impact public safety interests. These interests must be vigorously protected 
when considering the vital role law enforcement officers play in maintaining the peace and 
security of American society. NAPO works to influence the course of national affairs where 
law enforcement interests are concerned.
	 Founded in 1978, NAPO is the strongest unified voice supporting law enforcement 
officers in the United States.  Michael "Mick" McHale serves as the National President of 
the National Association of Police Organizations.  Mick is currently a Police Officer at the 
Sarasota Bradenton International Airport and recently retired as an Administrative Sergeant 
in charge of the Canine, Marine Patrol, Traffic Unit and Honor Guard for the City of Sarasota 
Police Department, Sarasota, Florida.   Mick is the President of the Southwest Florida Police 
Benevolent Association and Senior Vice President of the Florida PBA.  Prior to becoming 
President of the National Association of Police Organizations (NAPO), Mick served as 
Executive Vice President, Recording Secretary, Area Vice President, and Sergeant at Arms. 
Mick has also served on several committees, including as Chairman of the Committee on 
Political Education, where he was responsible for overseeing the evaluation and endorsement 
of candidates for elective office across the country.
	 Mick began his career with Sarasota P.D. in 1990 and has served as a Patrol Officer 
as well as a Narcotics Detective (for 10 years), prior to being promoted to Sergeant. Mick also 
served as a Commissioner with the State of Florida Criminal Justice Standards and Training 
Commission for a six (6) year period after being appointed as a rank-and-file representative 
by then-Governor Charlie Crist.
	 The National Association of Police Organizations represents some 1,000 professional 
police associations and units and 241,000 sworn officers throughout the United States.  
NAPO serves its members through the advancement of federal legislation and policy, legal 
advocacy, and education.
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Ricky J. Patel currently serves as the Special Agent in Charge (SAC) for 
the Homeland Security investigations (HSi) Newark Field Office. in 
this executive level position, Mr. Patel has oversight of the full spectrum 
of investigative activities of over 260 investigators, comprised of special 
agents, intelligence analysts, task force officers and administrative 
personnel throughout the State of New Jersey.  This includes 

management of personnel located in Newark, Trenton, Cherry Hill, Atlantic City, as well as 
among the largest seaports and airports in the united States, to include the Port of Newark, the 
Port of Camden, and Newark Liberty international Airport.

As the Special Agent in Charge of HSi Newark, Mr. Patel manages all of HSi's complex federal 
law enforcement investigative programs related to national security and smuggling violations, 
including counter-proliferation, financial crime, commercial fraud, human trafficking, human 
smuggling, narcotics smuggling, transnational gangs, cyber-crime, child exploitation, and 
document and benefit fraud investigations.

Prior to this position, Mr. Patel served as the Acting Special Agent in Charge for the HSi New 
York Field Office where he directed the investigative activities of more than 700 personnel 
throughout New York City, John F. Kennedy international Airport, Long island, and the Hudson 
Valley region of New York.

Mr. Patel previously served as the Deputy Special Agent in Charge for the HSi New York El 
Dorado Task Force (EDTF) division where he provided operational oversight of all investigative 
and administrative functions of the personnel operating within the EDTF.  The HSi New York El 
Dorado Financial Crimes Task Force is comprised of over 300 members from more than 30 
federal, state and local law enforcement agencies in New York and New Jersey – including
special agents, state and local police investigators, intelligence analysts, and federal prosecutors,
focusing on different aspects of criminal activity and financial crimes to include narcotics related 
money laundering, general financial fraud, and cyber related fraud/crime.  Prior to this 
assignment, Mr. Patel served as the Assistant Special Agent in Charge for EDTF’s Narcotics 
Related Money Laundering Division and Cyber Division. in addition to his responsibilities at 
HSi New York, Mr. Patel served as the Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR) Responsible 
Official for a Congressionally mandated OPR inspection Case Management System in 2019.

Prior to his assignments in New York, Mr. Patel was the Section Chief for the Law Enforcement 
Systems Section in HSi Headquarters with oversight of the personnel, systems and programs that 
support the law enforcement databases and emerging technologies for HSi. in this capacity, Mr.
Patel oversaw a $30 million annual budget for contracts and programs to facilitate the 
development and maintenance of law enforcement information technology systems, as well as 

Lifetime Achievement 
Award
Ricky Patel

Special Agent in Charge
U.S. Department of 

Homeland Investigations 
New Jersey
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 Ricky J. Patel currently serves as the Special Agent in Charge (SAC) for the Homeland 
Security Investigations (HSI) Newark Field Office. Mr. Patel has oversight of the full spectrum 
of investigative activities of over 260 investigators, comprised of special agents, intelligence 
analysts, task force officers and administrative personnel throughout the State of New Jersey. 
This includes management of personnel located in Newark, Trenton, Cherry Hill, Atlantic City, 
as well as among the largest seaports and airports in the United States.
	 As the Special Agent in Charge of HSI Newark, Mr. Patel manages all of HSI's complex 
federal law enforcement investigative programs related to national security and smuggling 
violations, including counter-proliferation, financial crime, commercial fraud, human trafficking, 
human smuggling, narcotics smuggling, transnational gangs, cyber-crime, child exploitation, 
and document and benefit fraud investigations. Prior to this position, Mr. Patel served as the 
Acting Special Agent in Charge for the HSI New York Field Office. 
	 Mr. Patel previously served as the Deputy Special Agent in Charge for the HSI New 
York El Dorado Task Force (EDTF) division. The HSI New York El Dorado Financial Crimes 
Task Force is comprised of over 300 members from more than 30 federal, state and local law 
enforcement agencies in New York and New Jersey – including special agents, state and local 
police investigators, intelligence analysts, and federal prosecutors, focusing on different aspects 
of criminal activity and financial crimes to include narcotics related money laundering, general 
financial fraud, and cyber related fraud/crime. 
	 Prior to his assignments in New York, Mr. Patel was the Section Chief for the Law 
Enforcement Systems Section in HSI Headquarters. In this capacity, Mr. Patel oversaw a $30 
million annual budget for contracts and programs to facilitate the development and maintenance 
of law enforcement information technology systems. He has played an integral role in managing, 
innovating, and rolling out investigative systems necessary for HSI personnel worldwide to 
accomplish the HSI mission.. Mr. Patel began his federal law enforcement career with HSI Newark 
as a Special Agent where he served both as a case agent and undercover operative, in multiple 
investigative disciplines to include document and benefit fraud, money laundering, weapons 
trafficking, counterproliferation, transnational gang activity, narcotics smuggling/trafficking and 
human smuggling/trafficking investigations. Mr. Patel possesses a Master’s Degree in Human 
Resource Management with a focus in police studies from Seton Hall University and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Justice Studies from Montclair State University
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Dr. Robert Ghalili
NPDF Police Surgeon

Dr. Robert Ghalili is a renowned Periodontal Surgeon practicing in the NY metro area. 
Many 911 heroes and First Responders have sought comprehensive dental care from him 
and his highly professional staff at their Old Bridge, New Jersey location.

Dr. Ghalili was educated at Brandies University, having entered college at the young age 
of 16, where he went on to earn many honors and awards. He then attended Tufts Dental 
School, and Rutgers School of Dental Medicine (UMDNJ). He was awarded a fellowship 
at Harvard University where he studied the field of dental implants. Dr. Ghalili also holds 
several patents in both the dental as well as bio medical field and he is involved in several 
business ventures that help people live healthier lives. He has developed products that 
have healed a wide range of conditions from dehydration to joint inflammation. Dr. Ghalili’s 
expertise in cell regeneration has led to his service as a member a research team at 
Louisiana State University.

Dr. Ghalili has been the team dentist for the New York Yankees and is the proud owner 
of a World Series ring. He has worked closely with former Yankee manager Joe Torre to 
advocate tirelessly for the victims of domestic violence. 
	
The Doctor is also committed to helping law enforcement officers who are injured in the 
line of duty. In one recent incident, Dr. Ghalili learned about the sad incident involving a 
US Border Patrol Agent who was killed during a shootout with drug smugglers on the high 
seas when he and other agents were attempting to board their boat.  Because of a quirk 
in the Officer’s status due to a recent divorce, no funds were available for his funeral and 
interment even though he was killed in the line of duty. Dr. Ghalili, and his colleague Dr. 
Heller, both underwrote the entire cost of the NPDF providing Agent Michael Maceda with 
a dignified funeral and burial. 

Dr. Ghalili is active in many other charities as well. His daughter, Emma, is training to 
become a medical doctor as well and she has dedicated her participation in the NYC 
Marathon to helping underserved communities. His three sons are all involved in sports, 
and they also spend time volunteering. Dr. Ghalili and his wife, Natasha, reside with their 
family in Manhattan.
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Distinguished Member 
award
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Joni Capobianco
CEO, AMG Demolition

Business Person
 of the year
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18 years ago, Joni Migliaccio, mother to three children suffered an immense loss with 
the sudden passing of her husband Greg.   This left her in a financially insecure state.  
Afraid and unsure of the next step, Joni found herself with an opportunity to work on 
a small demolition project.  In turn, she opened and incorporated AMG Demolition in 
November of 2008.  

	 Being a woman in this rather competitive field, would not be a simple expedition.  
Once becoming certified State and City WBE and Federal DBE, she was given the 

opportunity to bid her first large project which was Medgar Evers College Youth Collective Building with the Dormitory 
Authority State of New York.  This was a project set aside for small, minority businesses only.  This proved to be the door 
opening to Joni and AMG’s successful future.  
	 After completing the first large project, AMG focused on working with DASNY projects solely.  AMG was 
awarded jobs both small and large for the next few years.  These included jobs such as City College, Brooklyn College, 
Queensborough College, John Jay, Kingsborough College, Bronx Community College and more work at Medgar Evers 
College to mention a few.  AMG was given the opportunity to do small interior projects and had the faith of DASNY to 
perform large total demolition work.  DASNYs OPG team truly helped the AMG team whether involving field or office staff 
guidance and each experience was a true pleasure.  The DASNY “door” was always open on any issue on any level.  Paul 
Williams, then President of DASNY , Michael Clay, Director of the Opportunities Program and the OPG Team have always 
been available and embrace AMG Demolition and gave us the direction to further along our company which lead to our 
success.  A final assessment of the contractors performance is available to all agencies upon DASNY project completion 
and this provided AMG with further opportunity to branch into work with other agencies as well.  AMG is union affiliated 
with locals such as 14, 15, 66, 79, 138, 235 and 731 to name a few. 
	 Now, in 2023 AMG continues to do work with DASNY but has also completed some of the largest programs 
in New York City including MTA Enhancement Station Initiative for subway systems throughout the city (AMG has 
taken down multiple large buildings for the MTA as well as Clifton Shops), AMG has taken down dozens of buildings   
for the DEP and have done hundreds of interior demolition jobs for hospitals, the School Construction Authority, The Port 
Authority, GOSR, CUNY and DDC.  AMG has completed projects such as Manhattan Psychiatric Center which is a 25 
story facility including full removal of fascade and full gut of the building.  AMG has done a full gut of the New York State 
Insurance Fund.  AMG was also awarded the total demolition of 200 homes destroyed by Superstorm Sandy in Staten 
Island and Long Island (for GOSR).  AMG completed a multi-story demolition project at 270 Park Avenue with Northstar 
Contracting.  During the most recent Covid-19 Pandemic, Joan  Capobianco and the AMG Team worked tirelessly at 
multiple Emergency Hospital Projects across the 5 Boroughs and Long Island to assist in the effort.    Currently AMG is 
working on project locations including Kingsborough Court House, Various MTA Projects, JFK Projects, as well as SCA 
and NYCHA work.  
	 10 years ago, AMG was awarded their first $1,000,000.00 contract and now has $25,000,000.00 in work in 
progress for 2023.   
	 On a personal note for Joni, this success has put her in a position to provide her three children with opportunities 
of their own.  Her oldest daughter works alongside her at AMG as Project Coordinator.  Her son was able to see her work 
ethic firsthand and thus completed college and opened an exterminating firm of his own.  Her youngest daughter currently 
holds a Masters Degree in Sociology and has obtained her PhD.   Her professional accomplishments have truly benefited 
many lives.  After 8-9 years of establishing her business, Joni met her soul mate and love of her life Phillip Capobianco 
who at the time was Vice President of Local 138.  Last year, Phillip retired from the Union and now works alongside Joni 
handling daily operations.  His son Anthony started with AMG in 2019 as an Estimator and is now a Project Manager at 
AMG handling all new AMG Accounts.  His son Mark is currently employed with Sunbelt Rentals.  Joni feels her life is now 
come full circle and is complete in success, business and love along with accomplished children.  AMG Demolition is a 
true family business and employes dozens of people some of which were on staff from the very start and continued to 
grow with us.  
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The Blue Magazine
Moment of Silence

Media in Excellence Award
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The Blue Magazine is the unfiltered and independent voice of American law enforcement 
officers. It is owned and operated by active and retired law enforcement professionals who 
recognize the inherent dangers and challenges in all aspects of law enforcement. The 
Blue Magazine aims to strengthen the ties that bring law enforcement together as brothers 
and sisters in blue. There are relevant, helpful, and interesting articles in the magazine 
and on the website. These articles are uncensored and written by men and women in law 
enforcement, as well as those who support them. We shine a light on anyone who attacks 
our profession for self-serving interests.
	 Blue Suicide raises awareness about the epidemic of suicides among law 
enforcement, military personnel, and first responders. Youth Community outreach is an 
integrated approach to mentoring youth, providing guidance, developing work employment 
opportunities, and education assistance. They strongly believe that impacting youth and 
developing the relationship between youth and law enforcement is a priceless and worthy 
endeavor. 
	 The Blue Magazine honors the service and sacrifices of our brothers and sisters in 
blue who have lost their lives defending and protecting their communities. We honor the 
men and women of the military who protect our freedom, both at home and abroad. There 
is a price paid, by our military and police officers, in blood or anguish.

We Are Blue.
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	       	 On May 24th, 2022, Jacob Albarado was an 
off-duty U.S. Border Patrol agent who was getting 
his haircut at a barber shop. Suddenly, he received 
a frantic text message from his wife Trisha. She 
wrote, "There's an active shooter. help. love you."  
A gunman had entered the Robb Elementary 
School in Uvalde, Texas where Trisha teaches 
fourth grade. 

	 The off-duty agent had been at the Robb Elementary 
School earlier in the day to attend an awards ceremony for his daughter Jada, 8, a 
second grader. "I went inside the barbershop, sat down and then I can't recall if (the 
barber) received the text first or if I received it that there's an active shooter." Albarado 
said. After receiving the text from his wife Albarado, who was unarmed at the time, 
started looking around for a gun. “My barber said he had a gun, so the both of us raced 
over to the school and met up there” Albarado said.

	 A tactical team was preparing to enter the school when Albarado arrived. 
Desperate to get his daughter and wife out, he planned with other officers to try to enter 
the school and evacuate as many students as possible. He said he entered the wing of 
the school where he knew his daughter was located, and as he searched for her, began 
“clearing all the classes in her wing,” he told the Times.

	 Two officers with guns drawn provided cover while two others guided dozens of 
“hysterical” children and teachers out to the sidewalk, he said. “As I was going in, I could 
just see kids coming out the windows, kids coming my way. So, I was helping all the kids 
out," he said, all while trying to contact his wife. "My wife finally texted me or called me 
saying that she was across the street at a funeral home. After that, my next thing was to 
go get my daughter,” he continued. He noted that he didn't hear gunshots at the scene 
and wasn't initially sure if the gunman was still at the school.

	 Nineteen children and two teachers were killed in the massacre, just days before 
the final day of the school year. For his heroic actions that day, US Border Patrol Agent 
Jacob Albarado is awarded the NPDF’s prestigious Valor Award.

Agent Jacob Albarado
U.S. Border Patrol Agent

valor Award
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FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 
FOUNDATION 

Jon Adler 
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 DEpArTmEnT oF THE TrEASUry 
 InTErnAl rEVEnUE SErVIcE 
 WASHInGTon, D.c. 20224 
 
 

crImInAl InVESTIGATIon 
March 27, 2023 

 
 
 
Joseph Occhipinti 
Founder and Director 
National Police Defense Foundation 
21 Kilmer Drive 
Morganville, New Jersey 07751 
 
Dear Director Occhipinti, 
 
On behalf of the Internal Revenue Service, Criminal Investigations, Newark Field Office, 
I want to express sincere appreciation for being part of the 2023 National Police 
Defense Foundation’s (NPDF) Awards Gala.  Congratulations to this year’s award 
recipients.  An outstanding group, exemplifying true public service! 
 
I know you put in a lot of hard work in organizing the ceremony.  It’s because of your 
dedication and loyalty the event is a success.  The level of dedication NPDF provides to 
law enforcement officers and the communities they serve is evident with this event and 
NPDF’s Operation Kids and Safe Cop programs.   
 
We appreciate the championing you have done for the law enforcement community.  
You make a difference every day.  Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Tammy L. Tomlins 
Special Agent in Charge 
IRS-CI Newark 
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U.S. Department of Justice 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives 

New York Field Division  

Feb  7, 2023 

www.atf.gov 

Mr. Joseph Occhipinti 
Executive Director 
National Police Defense Foundation 
21 Kilmer Drive, Bldg 2, Suite C 
Morganville, NJ 07751 

Director Occhipinti: 

I am writing today in order to once again thank the National Police Defense Foundation for their 
outstanding contribution to public safety professionals across our great nation.   Having personally 
witnessed the great work your staff performs year after year for first responders and other law 
enforcement professionals; I feel it prudent to speak to one case in particular wherein your foundation 
went above and beyond for one of our own ATF agents.  On October 5, 2021, SA Daniels was shot in 
the line of duty and gravely injured during a planned enforcement operation in the Nashville area..    

This operation resulted from an ongoing Federal Investigation of a known violent felon believed to be 
responsible for multiple shootings in the Nashville area.   As the tactical team attempted to stop the 
suspect vehicle in order to effect the arrest of the main target: over 40 shots rang out from the suspect 
vehicle in the direction of law enforcement.   SA Daniels was struck just above his eyebrow, and the 
bullet travelled into Adam’s brain; miraculously SA Daniels survived this shooting, however he was left 
permanent disabled.   

The National Police Defense Foundation was the first to step up and offer assistance; eventually setting 
up and orchestrating a highly successful charity concert in Adams name.  The work performed by the 
NPDF on behalf of SA Daniels and his family has already generated several hundred thousand dollars in 
donations which are being used to help SA Daniels live his best life possible.    None of this would not 
have been possible without your leadership and concern and for that I would like to personally thank 
you.   

Sincerely 

John B. DeVito 
Special Agent in Charge 
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May 3, 2023 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Please accept my warmest greetings and congratulations as you gather to 
celebrate the National Police Defense Foundation’s 2023 Annual Awards 
Dinner. I am grateful for the opportunity to recognize the fine work of 
this organization and the 2023 Award Recipients.   
 
The National Police Defense Foundation serves the community with 
excellence and integrity and has worked diligently to provide medical and 
legal support services to the law enforcement community and its 
membership.  
 
This wonderful organization is deserving and worthy of the esteem of 
Nassau County for their selfless service to the public, which has made a 
permanent and positive impact on us all. 
  
This year’s event gives us the opportunity to acknowledge the 
achievements of tonight’s guests of honor, Mick McHale, SAC Ricky Patel, 
Dr. Robert Ghalili, Joni Capobianco, Agent Jacob Albarado and the Blue 
Magazine, recognizing them for their leadership, commitment and service 
to the community. I would like to extend a special thank you to all who 
have worked toward forwarding the goals of this fine organization 
throughout the year.  
 
Best wishes for continued success in all your endeavors. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Bruce A. Blakeman 
County Executive 

Office of the County Executive 
1550 Franklin Avenue 

Mineola, New York 11501 
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May 3, 2023 
 
 
Mr. Joseph Occhipinti     Mr. Michael J. Palladino 
Executive Director     President 
National Police Defense Foundation   National Police Defense Foundation 
21 Kilmer Drive     21 Kilmer Drive 
Morganville, NJ 07751    Morganville, NJ 07751 
 
 
 
Dear NPDF Executive Director Occhipini and President Palladino: 
 

it gives me great pleasure to congratulate the National Police Defense Foundation 
(NPDF) on the occasion of tonight’s 2023 Annual Awards Dinner.  Tonight’s event will not only 
raise much needed funding to support the fine works of the NPDF, but will also recognize your 
distinguished honorees: 
 

NAPO President Mike McHale, Person of the Year 
 
HSI-Newark SAC Ricky Patel, Lifetime Achievement Award 
 
Dr. Robert Ghalili, Distinguished Member Award 
 
Joni Capobianco, CEO of AMG Demolition, Businessperson of the Year 
 
The Blue Magazine/Moment of Silence, Media in Excellence Award 
 
Jacob Albarado, U.S. Border Patrol Agent, Valor Award 

 
Having worked closely with your organization over the years on numerous cases, i am 

pleased to be able to call Mr. Occhipinti a friend.  Please accept my best wishes for a successful 
event, and i pray that God continues to bless you for the work you do to support our law 
enforcement and help children around the world. 

 
Sincerely, 


Christopher H. Smith 

MEMBER OF CONGRESS 
New Jersey’s Fourth Congressional District 





“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 

 
O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

 
 

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 

 
O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

 
 

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 

 
O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  
 

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

 



“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

   


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

 

Ekta Acharya
Kendry Alcantara
Lily LaRue Anderson	
Jeffrey Baran
Franchesca Batista
Denny Benavides	
Leslie Benitez
Jealine Borga
Nolan Boulter	
Miriam Briones-Meza
Jack Brown	
Ricardo Matias Cerrutti Cabanillas
Scarling Cabrera	
Cisne Calderon
Alessio Cirelli	
Hezekiah Clark
Claudia Digregorio	
Alejandro Gutierrez
Timothy Hamlett	
Lisbeth Hernandez
Joseph Hopkins	
Shannon Johnson
Melanie Macias	
Caden McGuire
Emily Mendoza	
Mike Munoz
Richard Murphy	
Nathan Norman
Kelly O’Donnell
Grendel Santos

Sameul Cuello	
Eli Oltman
Caitlyn Pallas	
Gladys Pomavilla
Quadrique Pretlow	
Emma Robertson
Lisbeth Rodriguez
Flor Rosangelo	
Theresa Sankar
Tyler Seddon	
Donato Navas Stalzer
Leandro Taveras
Kevin Tejada
Elizabeth Vasquez	
Emily Veintimilla
Mytricia William Smith	
Eli Waller
Melanie Macias	
Camp Wonder	
Claudia Digregorio
Dana Lizak	
Carlos Montalvo
Reilly Miller	
Volunteer Health Program LTD
Sebastian Ferraud	
Nicolas Villegas 
Matias Orellana
Liby Risin
Maurice Wegner

OPERATION KIDS PROGRAM
As part of “Operation Kids”, the NPDF coordinated the following noteworthy humanitarian 
projects over the past 25 years that provided assistance, lifesaving operations and medical 
treatments for the critically ill and severely handicapped children worldwide listed below. 
These humanitarian projects often involved travel abroad, conferences with foreign govern-
ment officials, procurement of State Department visas, liaison with police organizations 
and the transportation of children to the United States for lifesaving operations and medical 
treatment.  The Operation Kids program has also worked in cooperation with police officers 
to assist in the search of missing children. These humanitarian programs are credited for 
fostering positive police relations within the US immigrant and minority communities. 
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OPERATION KIDS LIFE SAVING OPERATIONS
As part of “Operation Kids”, the NPDF coordinated the following noteworthy humanitarian projects that provided 
lifesaving operations and medical treatments for critically ill and severely handicapped children worldwide. These 
humanitarian projects often involve the NPDF’s travel abroad for conferences with foreign government officials, 
procurement of State Department visas, liaison with police organizations and the transportation of these children 
to the United States for lifesaving operations and medical treatment. 

Grendel de Jesus Moran, Dominican Republi   In August 2017, a local New 
Jersey clergyman and some elected officials from Santiago, Dominican Republic asked for the 
help of “Operation Kids” in securing a cochlear implant for 18-month-old Grendel De Jesus Moran 
who has been deaf since birth. NPDF Director Joseph Occhipinti went to the American Embassy 
in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic and successfully lobbied consular officials to issue a 
humanitarian medical visa.  The NPDF was successful in this endeavor through the help of the 
“Fresh Start for Kids Foundation” who arranged for the operation that took place at the Chicago 
Comers Children’s Hospital in May 2018.The NPDF paid for all the air transportation, lodging and 
related expenses for the toddler and mother while undergoing medical treatment in the United 
States.

Leslie Denise Samuel Cuello, Dominican Republic  Leslie is a 13-month-old 
girl who was suffering from stenosis of the esophagus and thus needed endoscopic dilation 
and surgery in the United States. NPDF Director Joseph Occhipinti lobbied consular officials at 
the American Consulate at Santo Domingo to issue Leslie a medical visa that enabled her to 
successfully undergo surgery at t Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in Manhattan.

Kendry Allantara Beltre, Dominican Republic    Kendry was a newborn baby born 
with a severe birth defect that has created orthopedic problems that requires surgery in the United 
States. In March 2018, NPDF officials is attempting to locate a medical facility in the United States 
that is willing to do the surgery as a charitable case.

Nolan Boulter, United States   Nolan was born with a very rare neonatal epileptic 
condition called KCNQ2 Encephalopathy that causes abnormal changes or mutations in a gene 
that are associated with seizures and impaired cognitive and motor skill development.  Nolan’s 
mom who is a federal agent asked for the NPDF’s financial assistance due to outstanding medical 
debt and as a result a medical fund was established that has raised substantial funds to help the 
Boulter family. 

Denny Benavides, Ecuador   In 2006, Denny Benavides was a five-year old boy suffering 
from a severe case of scoliosis that was complicated since his heart was on the opposite side of 
his body.  At the request of a DEA Agent assigned to Guayaquil, Ecuador, NPDF Director Joseph 
Occhipinti helped secure a medical visa for Denny who was evaluated at Montefiore Hospital, 
Bronx, New York. Surgeons recommended that the surgery be performed when he becomes a 
teenager and in March 2018, Denny underwent a successful surgery in his homeland that was 
arranged by the NPDF. for him.



Ian Picture I can 
not open or place. 

Corrupt file

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 

 
O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

 
 

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 

 
O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

 
 

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 

 
O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  
 

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

  
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

 

Elizabeth Alexandra Vasquez-Liz, Dominican Republic   The plight of Elizabeth 
came to the attention of the NPDF in April 2018 who was battling Leukemia and needed 
specialized cancer treatment in the United States. The NPDF contacted former Governor David 
Paterson who immediately contacted the President of Montefiore Hospital, Bronx, New York who 
arranged Elizabeth’s cancer treatment as a charitable case. Elizabeth was initially issued a single-
entry visa, however, when it expired the State Department declined to grant her an expedited 
visa appointment so she could continue her cancer treatment.  NBC News profiled the plight of 
Elizabeth and in February 2019, NPDF Director Joseph Occhipinti accompanied Elizabeth to the 
American Consulate at Santo Domingo where the U.S. Consul General approved a multiple visa 
enabling her to complete her medical treatment in the United States. 

Flor Rosangelo, Peru   In December 2018, the NPDF was contacted to help secure a 
life-saving operation for one year old Flor who was born with a heart defect and is reportedly 
in heart failure. he NPDF through the assistance of the Gift of Life International is in the process 
of attempting to secure the surgery in the United States and recently arranged for the child to 
undergo a MRI in Lima, Peru.

Ekta Acharya, Nepal   In March 2019, the NPDF was contacted by the sister of Ekta 
Acharya who is suffering from Kyphoscoliosis, a severe spinal deformity which needs immediate 
surgery.  Despite the good faith efforts to secure a medical visa for Ekta, the State Department 
denied the visa request. The NPDF is working with the family to convince consular officials to 
issue the visa and or find an alternate country to perform the surgery.

Jeremy Jimenez    In November 2020, the NPDF arranged and funded a complex surgery 
for Baby  Jeremy Jimenez from the Dominican Republic who suffered since birth with a severe 
case of scoliosis. The NPDF coordinated with the Rotary Club in Cuenca, Ecuador where Jeremy 
underwent a successful surgery. 

Ian Flores    In March 2022, the NPDF arranged and funded a cochlear implant operation 
for five-year-old Ian Flores from Santo Domingo, Ecuador. Ian whose father is a police officer in 
Ecuador was deaf since birth causing speech difficulties and trouble comprehending. Ian was 
diagnosed with SEVERE DEEP BILATERAL NEUROSEBCORIAL HEARING with a poor prognosis 
for hearing recovery. Fortunately, a successful cochlear implant has fully restored Ian’s hearing.. 

Elias Flores-Mena   In April 2022, The NPDF was requested by the Ecuadorian Police 
Foundation to coordinate with the Gift of Life, Inc, a life-saving heart operation for one-year-old 
Baby Elias Flores-Mena from Santo Domingo, Ecuador. Baby Elias has been suffering with severe 
coronary heart issues since birth and his case is actively being pursued. 



SAFE COP
PROGRAM

In 1995, the NPDF established the federally trademarked and congressionally recognized 
“Safe Cop” program in an effort to address the serious increase of armed assaults on law 
enforcement officers nationwide.  This law enforcement initiative posts up to a $10,000 reward 
for public information leading to the arrest and conviction of any person who shoots at a 
law enforcement officer.  In addition, the program has been instrumental in providing critical 
medical care, financial assistance and death benefits to law enforcement personnel either 
seriously injured or killed in the line of duty. Below is a list of officers the NPDF has provided 
services and posted rewards for over the past two decades.

Ecuadoran Police Officer Jorge Arias	 Ecuadoran Police Officer Angelica Borja
FBI Special Agent Barry Bush	 New Jersey Police Officer Joyce Carnegie
Ecuadoran Police Corporal Nancy Choto	 Massachusetts Police Officer Sean Collier
New Jersey Police Officer Mary Ann Collura	 South Carolina Deputy Sheriff Dennis Compton
Florida Police Officer David Crawford	 Aruba Police Officer Agberti Croes
Florida Deputy Sheriff Michael Erickson	 Arkansas Corporal Barbara Ester
New Jersey Police Officer Tyrone Franklin	 Virgin Island Police Officer Colvin Georges
FBI Special Agent Sam Hicks	 Florida Police Officer Jeffrey Kobak
Florida Police Officer David Curtis	 New Jersey Police Officer Steven Leone
Police Officer Marty Leverton	 Florida Police Officer Karen Long
New York State Trooper Joseph Longobardo	 New York State Trooper Donald Baker
New Jersey Police Officer Christopher Matlosz	 New Hampshire Police Officer Nate Morrison
New York City Corrections Captain Delvin Ponds	 New York Correction Officer Andrew Morgan
Florida Deputy Sheriff Paul Rein	 Arkansas Patrolman Jonathon Schmidt
Ecuadoran Lieutenant Sammy Vinueza	 Pennsylvania Police Officer Moses Walker
Georgia Police Officer Danny Rogers	 Pennsylvania Police Officer Frederick Cione
Border Patrol Barrett Blick	 Georgia Deputy Sheriff Cruz Thomas		
New York Police Officer Daryl Pierson	 Florida Police Officer Curtis Koebak 
New York Police Officer Dennis Guerra	 Florida Deputy Sheriff Jonathon Pine		
Connecticut Police Officer Kenneth Bateman	 New York Police Officer Rafael Ramos
New York Police Officer Wenjian Liu	 New Jersey Patrolman Stephen Arkell
New Jersey First Responder Tim Geoghegan	 ATF Special Agent William Sheldon
DEA ASAC L. Alan Bassham	 ATF Special Agent Carlos Montalvo
Louisiana Police Officer Brian Hanrahan	 Florida Deputy Maury Hernandez
Pennsylvania Trooper Cpl. Byron Dickson	 Florida Deputy Michael Erickson
Illinois Deputy Cuahtemoc Estrada	 FBI SSA Robert Levinson (ret)
Arkansas Trumann Police Department Grant	 New Jersey Police Officer Brian Worell
Kentucky Police Officer Jason Ellis	 Ohio Police Officer Kevin Brame
HIS Special Agent Donald Pettit
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Posted Safe Cop Rewards
It is the procedure of the Safe Cop program that the NDPF is immediately notified when there is an armed assault or shooting death 
of a law enforcement officer and the suspect is either at large or unidentified. The NPDF immediately contacts the appropriate Police 
Chief or high ranking official to offer the $10,000 Safe Cop reward. The foregoing are descriptions of $10,000 Safe Cop rewards that 
have been posted by the NPDF at an official department press conference or media interview. It should be noted that these Safe 
Cop reward posting is credited for the NPDF in developing important police liaison nationwide since 1995.

Hermann Police Depart. Det. Sgt. Mason Griffith
Travis County Sheriff Sergeant Craig Hutchinson
Philadelphia P.O.  Michael P. Campbell
Wayne Township P.O. Brian Worell
Tampa P.O. David Curtis and Jeffrey Kocab
Philadelphia P.O. Moses Walker, Jr. 
Philadelphia P.O. Frederick Cione
Greenland NH Police Chief Michael Maloney
San Francisco Sgt. Brian McDonnell
Anaheim KY K-9 Officer Bruno
Orlando Deputy Nadine Erickson
LAPD Michael Edwards
Puerto Rico Lt. Jose Cordova
PA Trooper Byron Dickson
Cook County Deputy Cuauhtemoc Estrada
P.A. Trooper Paul G. Rickey
Philadelphia Moses Walker
Americus GA Inspector Nicholas Smarr
Mahomet P.O. Jeremy Scharlow
San Diego P.O. Jonathan DeGuzman
San Antonio P.O. Benjamin Macroni
Corrections Officer Henry Wright 
Fairfield NJ P.O. Veneziano
Maryland Trooper Wesley Brown
Norfolk VA P.O. Edward Decker
Cobb County GA Deputy Donny Rogers
Darien CT P.O. Kenneth Bateman
Maywood IL P.O. Thomas Wood 
Waldwick NJ P.O. Christopher Goodell
LAPD P.O. Fred Earley
Dayton P.O. Kevin Brame
Puerto Rico Special Agent Soto-Velez

Perryopolis PA P.O. Richard
ATF S/A John Capuno
Bardstown KY P.O. Jason Ellis
Auburn MA P.O. Ronald Tarentino
Travis County Sgt. Craig Hutchinson
Johnson City Deputy Sonny Smith 
NYC Correction Officer Henry Wright
Georgia P.O. Jody Smith
Rochester P.O. Jeremy Nash
Clinton P.O. Gary Michael
New Kensington P.O. Brian Shaw
Baltimore Det. Kevin Davis
Cordele P.O. Brian Lewis
Washington DC Sgt. Tony Mason, Jr.
Washington Trooper Nate Dawson
Georgia State University P.O. La Toya Denise Crook
Newcomerstown P.O. Bryan Eubamks
Harris County Chief Deputy Clinton Greenwood
Miami-Dade P.O. Charles Wood
Miami-Dade P.O. Scotty Hamilton
Pikesville KY police Officer Scotty Hamilton
Statesville NC Tyler Horn
Camden County NJ Det. Devin Henry
Camden County NJ Det. Elizabeth Ponte
gwinnet County Police Officer Antwan Toney
Newman Police, CA Sgt. Ronil "Ron" Singh
Selma AL Police Officer Michael Hale
Dickson County, TN Deputy Sgt. Daniel Scott Baker
Anne Arrundel, MD, Det. Scott Ballard
Anne Arrundel, MD, Det. Ian Preece
Pittsburg, PA Corporal Charles Galloway
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The NPDF expanded the “Safe Cop” program to provide critical medical care, financial assistance and 
death benefits to law enforcement personnel either seriously injured or killed in the line of duty. 

SAFE COP Support Services
For Disabled and Slain Officers
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ATF S/A ADAM DANIELS FAMILY SUPPORT FUND

On October 5, 2021 ATF Special Agent Adam Daniels of the Nashville field office was shot and 
critically wounded in an intense gun battle with a gunman who was out on parole at the time. 
At the request of the ATF, the NPDF established a family support fund to assist his family who 
was incurring substantial expenses in providing care and comfort to Adam. Fortunately, Adam 
miraculously survived his injuries and after long-term rehabilitation is walking again. As a result of 
the efforts of the NPDF and the generosity of its members and supporters, ample funds were raised 
to help provide that financial support to Adam’s family. S/A Daniels is being recognized for his valor 
as the 2022 NPDF Man of the Year.

ATF SAC TIM JONES FAMILY SUPPORT FUND

In December 2021, ATF SAC Timothy Jones of the Baltimore field office was diagnosed with a rare 
blood cancer which causes cancerous plasma cells to collect in the bone marrow. SAC Jones’ treating 
physicians recommended that he seek stem cell therapy at The Dana Farber Cancer Institute in 
Boston, Massachusetts which is world renowned for cancer treatment. At the request of the ATF, the 
NPDF established a family support fund to assist his family who was incurring substantial expenses 
in providing care and comfort to Tim. As a result of the efforts of the NPDF and the generosity of its 

NPDF FUNDS FUNERAL FOR HERO DHS CUSTOMS AGENT KILLED 
IN THE LINE OF DUTY

The National Police Defense Foundation (NPDF) established the CBP Marine Interdiction Agent 
Michel Maceda, who was killed in the line of duty on November 17, 2022. The hero agent was 
shot and killed during a maritime narcotics interdiction operation near Cabo Rojo, Puerto Rico. He 
and two other agents intercepted a vessel they believed to be transporting narcotics. One of the 
occupants of the vessel opened fire on the agents as they began to board it. All three agents and 
both suspects were shot during the ensuing melee. Over thirteen hundred kilograms of cocaine 
were recovered from the boat the agents were attempting to board. The NPDF came to the aid of 
the agents family by paying for the entire cost of his funeral and interment. 

On October 30, 2022, the National Police Defense Foundation established a canine memorial fund 
for the Slidell, Louisiana Police Department who tragically lost K-9 “Kano” on August 11, 2022 in 
the line of duty.  K-9 Kano were dispatched to a burglary/theft in progress.  Upon arrival the suspect 
fled on foot and entered a wooded area. K-9 Kano tracked the suspect and eventually apprehended 
him. Shortly thereafter K-9 Kano became lethargic and was having trouble breathing. The dog 
was rushed to an animal clinic and was diagnosed with spleen cancer. Kano died due to extreme 
exertion compounded by the cancer. The NPDF donated funds to the Slidell Police Foundation to 
help donate a new police dog to the department.

DONATION OF SLAIN POLICE DOG TO SLIDELL
(LA) POLICE DEPARTMENT
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POLICE OFFICER MICHAEL HALE
SELMA AL POLICE DEPARTMENT

On September 23, 2018, Michael Hale, a 10-year veteran of the police department, was shot. 
The bullet penetrated his vest, but did not hit any vital organs.  Officer Hale sped away once he 
realized that he was being ambushed, but due to his injuries, lost control of the vehicle and crashed 
approximately one block from the ambush location. The injured policeman radioed for helped and 
a fellow officer rushed him to Vaughn Medical Center in Selma where he was airlifted to a hospital 
in Birmingham. 

POLICE OFFICER ANTWAN TONEY 
GWINNET COUNTY GA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

END OF WATCH: OCTOBER 20,2018
On October 20, 2018, Officer Antwan Toney and his partner were responding to a call regarding 
a report of people smoking marijuana near the middle school. As the two officers approached the 
vehicle, shots rang out and Officer Toney was struck.  His partner dragged him to safety where 
he was taken to Gwinnett County Medical Center and was pronounced dead. One assailant was 
arrested and charged with Aggravated Assault and another assailant is still at large. 

SAFE COP Support Services
For Disabled and Slain Officers

(Continued)

POLICE OFFICER SCOTTY HAMILTON
PIKESVILLE KY POLICE DEPARTMENT

On Tuesday, March 13, 2018, while conducting patrol with other officers, Officer Scotty Hamilton 
encountered a suspicious vehicle.  The area was known for drug-trafficking incidents where officers 
were maintaining a presence. Officer Hamilton went up an embankment and was shot in the head 
and pronounced dead at the scene.

DEPUTY SHERIFF SGT. DANIEL SCOTT BAKER
DICKSON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, TENNESSEE

On May 29, 2018, a male resident in the Sam Vineyard Road area off Tidwell Switch Road reported 
seeing a suspicious vehicle.  Deputy Sheriff Sgt. Daniel Scott Baker responded to the call, but after 
a period, failed to check in with dispatchers. Officer Baker’s vehicle was tracked by GPS, and an 
officer with another agency was able to find it in a wooded area about two miles away from the initial 
call.  Baker was found dead inside. The NPDF offered to post a $10,000 reward for the capture of 
the shooting suspect and the suspect has been apprehended pending prosecution.

POLICE OFFICER TYLER HORN
STATESVILLE NC POLICE DEPARTMENT

 On June 15, 2018, Officer Tyler Horn and his partner were on foot routine patrol when a man came 
out of the shadows and shot Officer Horn in the back.  His bullet proof vest took the brunt of the 
gunshot.  The officer was taken to Iredell Memorial Hospital, treated and released.
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SAFE COP Support Services
For Disabled and Slain Officers

(Continued)

ECUADORIAN POLICE CORPORAL NANCY CHOTO 

On April 7, 2013, the NPDF at the request of the Commanding General of the Ecuadorian National 
Police brought into the United States Corporal Nancy Choto for a prosthetic leg after she was the 
victim of a hit and run accident in May 2012. The injuries led to the amputation of her leg and she 
was further traumatized when her husband took his life distressed by her injuries and disability. In 
May 2013, Corporal Choto received her prosthetic leg through the efforts of the NPDF and returned 
to Ecuador where she continues to perform her law enforcement duties as a Police Officer. 

DOMINICAN POLICE COLONEL BIENVENIDO PEREZ (RET)
 

In April 2018, NPDF Delegate to the Dominican Republic Col. Bienvenido Perez while visiting the 
United States had a medical emergency. He was admitted to a New Jersey hospital where he 
was diagnosed for having a 99%   blockage of his Carotid artery, which would have resulted in a 
stroke and or heart attack. NPDF officials immediately arranged for their delegate to undergo an 
emergency operation that is credited for saving his life. The NPDF also established a medical fund 
and arranged for full payment of his medical treatment in the United States. . 

NEWMAN CA POLICE CORPORAL RONIL “RON” SINGH
NEWMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

On December 27, 2018, Corporal Singh was shot and killed by an illegal immigrant during a traffic 
stop for a drunk driving investigation.  He was shot after radioing that he was pulling over a gray 
pickup truck with no license plate.  The suspect was apprehended and the prosecution is pending. 

BLUEFIELD VIRGINIA POLICE OFFICER

On February 16,2019, an unidentified police officer was shot during a routine traffic stop by the 
passenger of the vehicle. The officer was taken to the hospital and treated for serious, but not life 
threatening injuries.  The driver got out of the vehicle and surrendered, however, the passenger 
identified as Donquale M. Gray got behind the wheel and sped away.  The NPDF was contacted by 
the U.S. Marshals where the Safe Cop reward was posted and on March 7, 2019 the suspect was 
reportedly killed during a shootout with federal agents.  

ECUADORIAN CORPORAL ANGELICA BORJA 

In February 2012, NPDF officials were asked by Police Administrators at the Ecuadorian Police 
Hospital in Quito to help 30 year old Corporal Angelica Borja who was victim of a “hit & run” 
accident that occurred in September 2009 during a police stop of a motorist. In August 2012, the 
NPDF successfully arranged and procured for Corporal Borja a prosthetic limb that enabled her 
return to Ecuador where she continues to perform her law enforcement duties as a Police Officer. 
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~ 2022 NPDF Awards Dinner ~

Port Authority Police of NY & NJ Pipe and Drum Band

Pledge of Allegiance by Gianna, Tyler & 
Allegra Malecki,  Gabrielle & Matthew Tonelli 

and Shane Rizzo

Arthur Lai singing the National Anthem 

"Lifetime Achievement Award" presented to 
SAC John Devito "Women of the Year Award" presented to Chief 

Carmen Best, Seattle Police Department

ATF Director Marvin 
Richardson
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~ 2022 NPDF Awards Dinner ~

2022 Scholarship Winners

Angela and Joseph Occhipinti with "Businessman of the 
Year", Mr. Cittarelli and his wife

"Presidents Award" presented to SAC Anthony SalisburyPresenting award to Edward Cetnar

"Legislature of the Year", Honorary Bruce Blakeman "Man of the Year Award" presented to SA Adam 
Daniels
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Dr. Robert Ghalili 

 
Recipient of the NPDF Distinguished 

Member Award 
All your family members and friends join in celebrating a truly 
phenomenal person who is recognized as a leader in the field of 
Oral Surgery, and we applaud his great compassion and caring 

of others! This award is well deserved. We are all so proud of 
you, and of all your extraordinary accomplishments! 
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Italian Charities of America 
 

Congratulates the  
National Police Defense Foundation on their  

Annual Awards Dinner! 
 

Congratulations and continued success 
 to the 2023 Honorees!  

 

Italian Charities of America is a registered 
501(c)(3) not for profit organization founded in 1936 

 
We offer the following programs and events 

Check our website and social media for information or contact us! 
 

                                               Italian Language Courses: 
▪ Italian Language - multi levels  
▪ Italian Reading & Conversation 

 

                                                    Regional Language & Unique Courses: 
▪ Sicilian Language - multi levels 
▪ Sicilian Advanced  
▪ Sicilian Conversation 
▪ Neapolitan Language 
▪ Italian & Italian American Studies 

 

                                               Our Annual Special Events & Programs: 
▪ Annual Awards Ceremony & Dinner Dance 
▪ Cultural Events & Performances 
▪ Italian American Speaker Series  
▪ Scholarship Awards Ceremony & Dinner 
▪ Saturday Night Dances 

 

         Become a Member! 
▪ Annual Scholarship Nominations  
▪ Discounts on Eligible Events 
▪ Special Invites & Official Mailings 

 

Italian Charities of America  
83-20 Queens Boulevard 

Elmhurst NY 11373 
     www.italiancharities.org

718-478-3100 / italiancharitiesofamerica@gmail.com   
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Congratulations
to the NPDF,

Joe & Angela Occhipinti 
and Staff

the 2023 Honoree's
and the

2023 Scholarship Recipients

339 West Main Street
Freehold, NJ 07728

732.462.6862
Fax: 732.462. 2184

Freehold@minutemanpress.com
www.Freehold.minuteman.com
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New York State Fraternal Order of Police
Memorial Lodge 100

PO BOX 090864
BROOKLYN, NY 11209-0864

MEMORIAL LODGE 100 
CONGRATULATES 

THE NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE 
FOUNDATION 

AND THEIR 2023 DISTINGUISHED 
HONOREES 

Mick McHale, President NAPO

Ricky Patel

Dr. Robert Ghalili

Joni Capobianco

The Blue Magazine

Agent Jacob Albarado 

NEVER FORGET THE FALLEN, HONOR THEIR MEMORY

Fraternally
Rich Clifford 
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2023 nATIonAl polIcE DEFEnSE FoUnDATIon AWArDS  DInnEr 
 
                                 conTrAGUlATIonS 2023 DISTInGUISHED HonorEES 
 
 
           Person of the Year   Mick McHale, National President 
                National Association of Police Organizations     
  
 

Lifetime Achievement Award  SAC Ricky Patel, U.S. Homeland Security                                   
Investigations  

  
            Distinguished Member Award  Dr. Robert Ghalili, NPDF Surgeon   
  
            Businessperson of the Year        Joni Capobianco, CEO, AMG Demolition 
 
            Media in Excellence Award The Blue Magazine/Moment of Silence 
 
                     Valor Award    Agent Jacob Albarado, U.S. Border Patrol  
 
 

 
 

                            AnTHony popE, ESQ.                                                    
                            npDF lEGAl coUnSEl  

 
                                                                    
                                       
 

2023 nATIonAl polIcE DEFEnSE FoUnDATIon AWArDS  DInnEr 
 
                                 conTrAGUlATIonS 2023 DISTInGUISHED HonorEES 
 
 
           Person of the Year   Mick McHale, National President 
                National Association of Police Organizations     
  
 

Lifetime Achievement Award  SAC Ricky Patel, U.S. Homeland Security                                   
Investigations  

  
            Distinguished Member Award  Dr. Robert Ghalili, NPDF Surgeon   
  
            Businessperson of the Year        Joni Capobianco, CEO, AMG Demolition 
 
            Media in Excellence Award The Blue Magazine/Moment of Silence 
 
                     Valor Award    Agent Jacob Albarado, U.S. Border Patrol  
 
 

 
 

                            AnTHony popE, ESQ.                                                    
                            npDF lEGAl coUnSEl  

 
                                                                    
                                       
 

2023 National Police Defense foundation awards dinner
Congratulations 2023 distinguished honorees
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WBE/DBE Certified 
Union Affiliated 
(631) 592-2828
www.amg-demolition.com

The AMG Demolition Team 
Wishes Our Leader and 

Friend 
Joan Capobianco 
a well deserved 

congratulations and best 
wishes on receiving the 

2023 NPDF Businessperson 
of the Year!

We look forward to  
prosperous years to come 

and are excited to see what 
the future holds for 

AMG Demolition 

With Love & Gratitude, The 
AMG Demolition Team

Phil, Natalie, Jaime, Joe, 
Anthony, Kody, Jason, Benny, 

Dawn, Ahmed, Dayna & 
Angela 
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Investment minimums apply. 
Investing involves risk, including risk of loss. 

The CFP® certifi cation is o� ered by the Certifi ed Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. (“CFP 
Board”). To obtain the CFP® certifi cation, candidates must pass the comprehensive CFP® Certifi cation 
examination, pass the CFP® Board’s fi tness standards for candidates and registrants, agree to abide by 
the CFP Board’s Code of Ethics and Professional Responsibility, and have at least 3 years of qualifying 

work experience, among other requirements. The CFP Board owns the certifi cation mark CFP® in the U.S.

Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC, Member NYSE, SIPC, 900 Salem Street, Smithfi eld, RI 02917
© 2023 FMR LLC. All rights reserved. 1066897.2.1

Hi, I’m Randy Jarzyna. Like all of us, I believe a great wealth 
plan begins by getting to know you and your full fi nancial 

picture. Let’s schedule a time for you to tell me your story so 
that we can start to develop a plan designed just for you. 

Randy Jarzyna, CFP®
Vice President, Financial Consultant
Manalapan Investor Center
198 Route 9 North, Suite 106
Manalapan, NJ 07726
randyjarzyna.team@fmr.com
732.358.8611 ext. 50882

EVERY WEALTH PLAN 
STARTS WITH A STORY.
LET’S START BY TELLING ME YOURS.

45346-16-AD-LocalWealthIC-Manalapan-1066897.2.1.indd   1 3/9/23   2:43 PM
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Delivering a better world.

270 Park Avenue
New York, NY

A special shout out to our friend Joni Cappobianco. We are proud to support 
the National Police Defense Fund and all you do for our communities.

Congratulations to this year’s honorees 
on your outstanding achievement!

photo courtesy of JP Morgan Chase
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DANIEL OLIVEIRA, President 

Christopher J. Burgos, Business Manager 
Susan M. Roberts, Office Manager 

 

Richard D. Loccke, Association Counsel 
 

213 Crosswicks Road ~ Bordentown, NJ 08505  Phone ~ 609-298-8848 Fax ~ 609-298-6876 

RYAN KAUFFMANN 
Vice President for Resolutions 

 
KENNETH H. LUTZ 

Vice President for Legislation 
 

WILLIAM SIMONSON 
Vice President of Development 

 
ADAM KUTEPOW 

Treasurer  

KRISTOPHER TOWMAN 
Secretary 

 
WILLIAM FISHER 

Secretary of Resolutions 
 

CHRISTOPHER MENELLO 
Sergeant At Arms 

 
BRENNAN FOLEY 
Sergeant At Arms 
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THE NASSAU COUNTY POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION  

CONGRATULATES  

PRESIDENT MICK McHALE  

OF THE  

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF POLICE ORGANIZATIONS 

IN BEING THE RECIPIENT OF   

2023 NPDF PERSON OF THE YEAR AWARD 

&  

ALL OF THE 2023 NPDF DISTINGUISHED HONOREES 

 

ALL THE BEST 

P.O. THOMAS “TOMMY” SHEVLIN 

&  

EXECUTIVE BOARD  
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CONGRATULATIONS
Mick Mchale, Ricky Patel, Dr. Robert Ghalili, 

Joni Capobianco, Agent Jacob Albarado 
and The Blue Magazine/Moment of Silence

President .......................................................Salvatore Mirra
1st Vice President ....................................... Joseph DePaola
2nd Vice President ........................................ Enrico Boletti
3rd Vice President .........................................John Signorile

FDNY COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION
WWW.FDNYCOLUMBIA.COM

Affiliated with 
The International Columbia Association

Coalition of Italo American Association, Inc.
Italian Language Intercultural Alliance

National Association Council of Columbia
Associations in Civil Service Inc.

Financial Secretary .................Paul Porcello
Treasurer ............................... Paul Fischetti
Queens Trustee .................Michael Zuzzolo
Bronx Trustee ................Christopher Vignali
Segeant-at-Arms ............ Nicholas Cassase
Chaplain .................Msgr. Jamie Gigantiello

Recording Secretary .............. Robert Leone
Manhattan Trustee .......................................
Staten Island Trustee .............Lucio LaDuca
EMS Trustee ......................GRace Cacciola
Legal Council ................. Stuart Salles, Esq.
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Best Wishes from
 

EDMUND BERGASSI
The Bergassi Group

35 PORTMAN ROAD
NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801

914-576-9300
FAX: 914-576-7847
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Centaur Insurance 
would like to Congratulate

Businessperson of the Year, Joni Capobianco President, AMG Demolition Inc

 and all the 

National Police Defense Foundation’s 
2023 Annual Award Dinner Honorees

Centaur Insurance Services, specializes in Construction Risk Management & Surety.
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Paul DiGiacomo
President

Paul E. Morrison
Vice President

Scott Munro
Secretary

Jeffrey A. Ward
Treasurer

DETECTIVES’ ENDOWMENT
ASSOCIATION, INC.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

CITY OF NEW YORK

REPRESENTING

THE GREATEST
DETECTIVES

EXECUTIVE BOARD

IN THE WORLD!

Brian Hunt
Borough Director, Manhattan /
Bronx / Headquarters

John J. Comer
Borough Director, Brooklyn /
Queens / Staten Island

Joseph R. Tallarine
Sergeant at Arms

Gregory W. Silverman
Chairman, Board of Trustees

TRUSTEES
Brian P. Maguire
Antonio Esposito
John F. Hourican
Tony Casilla
Christopher J. Schilling
Timothy O’Brien
Nicholas Masi
Gregory W. Silverman

WELFARE OFFICERS
Ryan Johnston
Richard Baboolal
Rick Simplicio
David C. Lambert
Brian Meyers
Raymond L. Wittick
Ronald F. Luparello
Gilberto Ortiz

Congratulations to
all of tonight’s

honorees!
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DANIEL OLIVEIRA, President 

Christopher J. Burgos, Business Manager 
Susan M. Roberts, Office Manager 

 

Richard D. Loccke, Association Counsel 
 

213 Crosswicks Road ~ Bordentown, NJ 08505  Phone ~ 609-298-8848 Fax ~ 609-298-6876 

RYAN KAUFFMANN 
Vice President for Resolutions 

 
KENNETH H. LUTZ 

Vice President for Legislation 
 

WILLIAM SIMONSON 
Vice President of Development 

 
ADAM KUTEPOW 

Treasurer  

KRISTOPHER TOWMAN 
Secretary 

 
WILLIAM FISHER 

Secretary of Resolutions 
 

CHRISTOPHER MENELLO 
Sergeant At Arms 

 
BRENNAN FOLEY 
Sergeant At Arms 
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A WELL-DESERVED CONGRATULATIONS 
TO

2023 NPDF 

BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR
JONI CAPOBIANCO, CEO

AMG DEMOLITION

ALL THE BEST!

STANLEY LOMANGINO
MANAGING MEMBER

 

 

 

 

         

             A WELL-DESERVED CONGRATULATIONS TO 

2023 NPDF BUSINESPERSON OF THE YEAR 

JONI CAPOBIANCO, CEO 
AMG DEMOLITION 

 

ALL THE BEST! 

 

STANLEY LOMANGINO 
MANAGING MEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

             A WELL-DESERVED CONGRATULATIONS TO 

2023 NPDF BUSINESPERSON OF THE YEAR 

JONI CAPOBIANCO, CEO 
AMG DEMOLITION 

 

ALL THE BEST! 

 

STANLEY LOMANGINO 
MANAGING MEMBER 
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Liuzzo & Associates

Proudly supports the 
National Police Defense Foundation

for its dedication to the 
Protection and Support of Law Enforcement

and all of its Charitable Contributions

We wish the Foundation sustained success
as it continues in its noble endeavors.

       Annalisa Liuzzo, Partner	 Francesca Fava, Partner

Liuzzo & Associates
One Penn Plaza, Suite 2103
New York, New York 10119

Tel. (212) 736-2100
Fax (212) 736-2159
www.liuzzolaw.com

Liuzzo & Associates is a firm dedicated to the practice of U.S. Immagration & Nationality Law
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1998 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Special Achievement Awards	 Sean Hannity	 WABC Radio, Fox Network, Hannity & Colmes Show
	 Special Achievement Awards	 Curtis Sliwa	 WABC Radio, Founder of Guardian Angels
	 Special Achievement Awards	 Bob Grant	 WOR Radio
	 Special Achievement Awards	 Al Guart	 Investigative Reporter New York Post
	 Special Achievement Awards	 Tappy Phillips	 ABC News
	 Law Enforcement Service Award	 Rev. William “Bill” Kalaidijian	 Sr. Chaplain NYC Police Department
				    Federal Bureau of Investigations, New York Office

2000 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Honorable Guy V. Molinari	 Staten Island Borough President
	 Special Achievement Award	 Steve Dunleavy	 Columnist New York Post		
	 Operation Kids Humanitarian Award
	 Robert Donno, Chairman, Gift of Life	 Dr. Sean Levchuck	 St. Francis Hospital
	 Hon. Hernan Holquin Consul General of Ecuador	 Fr. Brian J. Jordan	 St. Francis Church

2001 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Congressman Benjamin Gilman			 
	 Profiles in Courage Award 	 Ted Buczek	 Survivor the Shield
	 Special Achievement Awards
		  Captain Patrick Harnett	 Lieutenant Joseph Reznick 	 Captain Ken Roe
		  Detective Sam Gribbin	 Detective George Kennedy	 Detective Tom Nerny		            
		  Detective Joe Piraino                          	 Detective John Ryan	 Detective Eddie Velasques               
		  Detective Ralph Angalada	 Detective Jim Conaboy	 Detective Nelson Thau
		  Detective Jerry Giorgio	 Special Agent Joseph Occhipinti	 Detective Tony Imperato	           
		  Detective John Hickey	 Detective Robert Small	 Captain Salvatore Blando NYC Police Dept.

2002 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Bernard Kerik Ret.	 Commissioner New York City Police Department 
	 Woman of the Year	 Dr. Deborah Mandell	 Director of NPDF Psychological Services 
	 Profiles in Courage Award	 Sargeant John McLaughlin	 Police Officer William Jimeno 		
	 Special Achievement Award	 Chief Robert Caron	 Port Authority Police New York & New Jersey
	 Oper. Kids Special Achievement 	 Police Officer Joseph Zarrelli	 NYC Police Department (Ret.)
	 Special Unit Citation Award	 Spec. Agent Richard Marx Federal Bureau of Inv.	 Deputy Inspector James Luongo NYC Police Dept.
			   SA Joseph Glori US Customs Service	 SA Mark Norberg U.S. Secret Service
			   Lt. Bruce Bovino NYC Police Dept.	 Senior Ins. Jack Russo U.S. Customs Service
			   Det. Arthur J. Williams NYC Police Dept.	 Lt. Brian Tierney Port Authority Police of NY & NJ

2003 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Woman of the Year	 Honorable Leslie Crocker Snyder	 New York Supreme Court Judge
	 Man of the Year	 Bill Clark	 (Ret) NYPD Detective Exec. Producer “NYPD Blue” 
	 Special Achievement Award 	 Detective Gregory O’Connell 	 (Ret.)		
	 Profiles in Courage Award
		  Detective Jeffrey Scott Hornoff	 Narcotic Agent John “Sparky” McLaughlin	 Narcotic Agent Charles Micewski
		  Narcotic Agent Dennis McKeefery	 Narcotic Agent Eggles				  

2004 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Woman of the Year	 Honorable Jeanine Pirro	 District Attorney of Westchester County
	 Man of the Year	 Honorable Daniel M. Donovan, Jr.	 District Attorney of Staten Island
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 Detective Thomas Nerney	 (Ret) New York City Police Det. (1st Grade) 

2005 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Colonel Tom Tyrell	 (US MC/Ret CEO, Intrepid Sea,
	 Special Achievement Award 	 Angela Occhipinti 	 NPDF Office Administrator
	 Special Achievement Award 	 Dick Brennan	 Fox 5 News Correspondent
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 Lt. Frank Ferreyra	 New York State FOP President
	 Group Achievement Award	 Federal Bureau of Investigation	 Group 22, New York City

continued
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2006 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Bob Grant	 Celebrity Radio Host
	 Woman of the Year	 Anna Venditti	 Survivor of the Shield	
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 Chief Christopher Trucilo	 Port Authority Police of NY & NJ 
	 President’s Award 	 Norman Seabrook 	 Pres.  Correction Officer’s Benevolent Association
	 Distinguished Member Award  	 Cpt. Robert Basso	 Inspector General New York Guard, Army Division	

2007 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Monsignor Robert J. Romano	 Deputy Chief Chaplain NYC Police Department
	 Woman of the Year	 Christine Sloan	 CBS Channel 2 News	  
	 Lifetime Achievement	 SSA Charles Ferrigno	 US Department of Homeland Security	
	 President’s Award 	 Chief Michael Scagnelli 	 New York City Police Department
	 Distinguished Member	 Louis Carlucci	 WWII Hero		

2008 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of The Year	 Senator Martin J, Golden	 State of New York
	 Woman of The Year	 P.O. Leigh Ann Hester	 Franklin, TN Police Department		
	 Lifetime Achievement Award 	 William “Bill” Genet –	 NY City Police Department (Ret.)		
	 President’s Award	 Viola M. Pourie  	 National President, IPA, US Section	
	 Distinguished Member Award	 Stuart R. GraBois, Esq.	 NY District Council of Carpenters Benefit Fund

2009 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Sheriff Al Lamberti 	 Broward County Sherriff’s Office
	 Woman of the Year	 Inspector Theresa Shortell	 Commanding Officer NYPD Special Victims Unit 
	 Lifetime Achievement 	 Inspector Lawrence Fields 	 Port Authority Police of N.Y. & N.J. 
	 President’s Award 	 Michael Palladino - 	 President Detective’s Endowment Association
	 Distinguished Member	 Stanley Milstein	 Civil Enforcement NYS Department of Taxation & Finance	

2010 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Congressman Peter King	 111th Congress- 2nd session 2010
	 Woman of the Year	 Hon. Kathleen M. Rice	 District Attorney of Nassau County
	 Lifetime Achievement Award 	 John F. Bourges 	 N.Y.P.D. Detective (Ret) 1st Lt. U.S. Army Reserves	  
	 President’s Award	 Tony Navarro 	 President Orange County Shields
	 Excellence in Media Award	 Shepard Smith 	 Fox 5 News Anchor
	 Distinguished Member Award  	 Michael Rosato	 PO, New York City Police Department (Ret)	

2011 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Michael T. Cornacchia, Esq.	 Former Assistant U.S. Attorney NPDF Legal Counsel
	 Woman of the Year	 Patricia Coulaz	 Gift of Life, Inc.
	 Lifetime Achievement Award 	 ASAC James J. Hunt 	 Drug Enforcement Administration, N.Y.C.
 	 President’s Award	 Anthony Arciprete 	 DUI Coordinator of Monroe County
	 Profiles in Courage Award	 SAC Hugo J. Barrera	 Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms, Miami
			   ASAC Joseph Anarumo
			   S/A William Clark 

2012 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year 	 David Shafer Asst. Special Agent in Charge,	 N.Y.C. Federal Bureau of Investigation
	 Lifetime Achievement Award 	 John Hickey 	 New York City Police Detective (Ret).	
	 President’s Award 	 Special Agent Jon Adler 	 Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association
	 Distinguished Member Award  	 Chief John DePrima 	 (Ret) Operations Kids Administrator
	 Excellence in Media Award 	 Brian G. Thompson  	 Correspondent, NBC Channel 4 News

2013 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year 	 Nick Turturro 	 Actor CBS Drama, “Blue Bloods”
	 Humanitarian Award	 Hon. Lenin Moreno Garces	 Vice President of Ecuador
	 Lifetime Achievement Award 	 SSA Jack Garcia (Ret) 	 Federal Bureau of Investigation
	 Valor Award	 Lt. Tyree Bacon	 NYS Court Officer
	 Profiles in Courage Award	 Mrs. Christine Levinson 	 Spouse of FBI SSA Robert Levinson (Ret
	 Legislator of the Year	 Hon. Bill Pascrell, Jr.	 Member of Congress
	 Members Of The Year 	 Jose Zhanay  	 NPDF Delegate to Ecuador
			   C.O. Norma Delgado (Ret.)	 NPDF Delegate
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2014 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year 	 His Eminence Edward Cardinal Egan	 Archbishop Emeritus of New York
	 President’ s Award 	 SCA James T. Hayes, Jr. 	 U.S. Dept of Homeland Investigations, NYC
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 SSA Konrad Motyka 	 President Emeritus F.B.I. Agents Assoc.
	 Distinguished Member Award 	 Henry Leshnower	 Exec. Secretary FOP Memorial Lodge 100
	 Legislator of the Year Award	 Hon. Diane J. Savino 	 New York State Senator
	 Profiles in Courage Award	 Caden McGuire – battling with cancer 	 Tyler Seddon – battling with cancer	

2015 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year 2015 	 Honorable Vincent Prieto 	 New Jersey Speaker of the Assembly
	 Excellence in Media Award	 2015  Philip Messing 	 Reporter, New York Post
	 President’s Award	 Sergeant Richard Angeletti	 NYPD HWY. Patrol Pres. NYPD Columbia Association
	 Lifetime Achievement Award 	 Guy V. Molinari, Esq	 Former Staten Island Borough President, 
				      Former New York Congressman		
	 Distinguished Member Award  	 Chairman Liu Wei	 NPDF Delegate to China

2016 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 P.O. Jesse Hartnett	 Philadelphia Police Department Survived Terror Attack
	 Woman of the Year	 Mary Jo Buczek, Survivor of the Shield	 Founder PO Michael Buczek Little League
	 President’s Award	 Charles”Chuck” Wepner	 New Jersey State Heavyweight Champion
	 Distinguished Member Award  	 Dhimant Balar	 Administrator of NPDF Operation Kids

2017 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Person of the Year	 Micheal Essig, President	 New York State Fraternal Order of Police
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 Hon. Bridget G. Brennan	 NYC Special Narcotics Presecutor
	 President’s Award	 SAC Bruce Sackman, US Veterans Admin. (Ret)	 President, Society of Professional Investigations (SPI)
	 Distinguished Member Award  	 Lt. Karl Milligan	 NPDF Delegate to Washington, D.C.
	 Citizen Valor Award	 Thomas Yoxall	 Hero Citizen-Saved the Life of Arizona State Trooper

2018 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Lawrence Byrne, Deputy Comm. for Legal Matters		 New York City Police Department
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 Hon. Anthony A. Scarpino, Jr.		  District Attorney
	 President’s Award	 Special Agent Nathan Catura, National		  President, Federal Law Enforcement Officers Assoc.
	 FEF Administrators Award  	 Daniel A. Nigro		  Fire Commissioner, City of New York
	 Member of the Year	 Special Agent Ray Hagemann (Ret.)		  Drug Enforcement Administrator
	 Businessman of the Year	 Joseph Foruni		  Owner of Foruni's Restaurant
	 Profile in Courage Award	 Patricia Ann McDonald		  Mayor of Village of Mayerne, New York

2019 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Person of the Year	 Chief Paul M. Cell, President		  International Association of Police Chiefs
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 Deputy Commissioner Joseph Reznick		  New York City Police Department
	 President’s Award	 Patrick P. O'Carroll, Executive Director		  Federal Law Enforcement Officers Assoc.
	 Citizen of the Year Award  	 11-year-old Tyler Carach		  AKA "The Donut Buy"
	 Distinguished Member Award	 NPDF Delegate Craig McGraw	
	 Operation Kids Humanitarian Awards	 Hon. David Paterson		  55th New York Governor
			   Francesca M. Teconi		  Camp Wonder

2021 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 
	 Woman of the Year 	 Chief Martine Materasso 	 New York City Police Department 
	 Man of the Year	 Superintendent Patrick J. Callahan 	 New Jersey State Police 
	 Legislator of the Year Award	 Congressman Chris Smith
	 President’s Award	 Patrick J. Brosnan, Founder & CEO	 Brosnan Risk Consultants, LTD 
	 Law Enforcement Group Achievement Award		  Larry Cosme, National President
				    Donald Mikalek, Executive Director 
				    Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association
2022 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 
	 Woman of the Year 	 Chief Carmen Best (Ret.) 	 Seattle Police Department 
	 Man of the Year	 Special Agent Adam Daniels 	 ATF
	 Life Time Achievement Award	 SAC John Devito	 ATF
	 Businessman of the Year Award	 Jack Ciattarelli	 Galen Publishing, CEO 
	 Legislator of the Year Award	 Hon. Bruce Blakeman	 Nassau County, NY, County Executive
	 President’s Award	 SAC Anthony Salisbury	 US Department of Homeland Security 
	 Law Enforcement Group Achievement Award	 Edward Cetnar	 Superintendent, Port Authority Police of NY & NJ
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Congratulations 
Honorees 

 National Police 
Defense Foundation  

Patrick Colligan, State President 
 

Peter Andreyev, Executive V P 
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Martin Bellew
President
DSNY ES
Thomas J. Ryan
1st Vice President
PAPD ES
James O'Leary
2nd Vice President
ConEd ES
Kevin Grace
3rd Vice President
FDNY ES
Steve Flynn
Treasurer
MABSTOA ES
Edward Patterson
Secretary
NYPD ES
Kathleen Murphy-Lubey
Sgt at Arms
SCPO ES
Brian J. Sharkey
Historian
NYCD ES
Fr, Brendan Fitzgerald
FDNY ES
Chaplain
Trustees
Duke Bunce
HVPES
Timothy N. Cowen 
NYCD ES
James Coyne
FDNY ES
Donna McGuire
NYCDOE ES
Edward Moloney
NYSCT ES
Michael Pitcher
NCPES
Past Presidents
John P. Clark*
J. Barney Ferguson*
Thomas Doyle *
Thomas Connaughton 
Jerry Sull ivan*
Patrick F. Comaskey*
Brian Sull ivan
Brian J. Sharkey
Robert F. Algar*
Thomas Gormely
Robert Goff
Thomas O’Connor
Frank O’Keefe
Michael Pitcher
Peter F. Whalen

PO Box 124 Woodlawn Station, Bronx, NY 10470 

    Grand Council of United Emerald Societies Inc.

Reorganized in 1975
Ní neárt go cur le chéile

There is no strength without unity

www.gcues.org

 
Mick McHale, President 

NAPO
Person of the Year

 
SAC Ricky Patel, HSI

Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

Dr. Robert Ghalili
Distinguished Member Award

 
Joan Capobiano, CEO 

AMG Demolition
Businessperson of the Year

 
BPA Jacob Albarado, USBP

Valor Award
 

Fraternally,

Martin Bellew
Martin Bellew

President
 

CONGRATULATIONS
 



“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

   


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

 

 

              
 
 

 

                                       

   
CONGRATULATIONS  

2023 PERSON OF THE YEAR  

PRESIDENT MICK McHALE 

 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF POLICE ORGANIZATIONS 

& 

THE OTHER DISTINGUISHED HONOREE’S.  

                                                                                    

 
   Joseph Pernice /  Stephen DeMaria 

Insurance Products and Services  
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NYCDNYCD

Emerald SocietyEmerald Society

Organized in 1955
  

Organized in 1955
 

CORRECTION DEPARTMENT, CITY OF NEW YORK
PO BOX 38, ATLANTIC BEACH, NY 11509 

CORRECTION DEPARTMENT, CITY OF NEW YORK
PO BOX 38, ATLANTIC BEACH, NY 11509 

  

Timothy N. Cowen, President
Keith Blatz, 1st Vice President

Brian J. Sharkey, Treasurer
Kathleen McMahon, Financial Secretary

Lawrence McArdle, VP-City Wide
Christopher Chamberlain, VP-Headquarters

Michael McCabe, VP-Rikers Island
Kevin E.Quinn, VP-Retirees

Bridget Luby Esposito, Recording Secretary
Connor Olsen, Sgt at Arms

Fr. Christopher Heanue, Chaplain
Sr. Margaret McCabe, Chaplain

  
Board of Trustees

Thomas B. Farrell , Chairman 
Kathleen Mulvey

Michael Hourihane
Richard Palmer

Robert Ell is
  

Past Presidents 
Roy G. Miller,  Ryan Gunning, Michael Barzal, Thomas Betts, Thomas B. Farrell , Edmund Duffy,
Kevin E. Quinn, Brian P. Riordan, Brian J. Sharkey, Bernard J. Cassidy Jr, Thomas J. Hayes Jr,

Will iam J. Kennedy*, John P. Clark*, Thomas Fitzsimmons*, Vincent Toner*, Adam F. McQuill ian*,
James Slattery*, James W. Mulvey*

  
"Keeping the Tradition Alive"
www.nycdemeraldsociety.org

  
  

 

Timothy N. Cowen, President
Keith Blatz, 1st Vice President

Brian J. Sharkey, Treasurer
Kathleen McMahon, Financial Secretary

Lawrence McArdle, VP-City Wide
Christopher Chamberlain, VP-Headquarters

Michael McCabe, VP-Rikers Island
Kevin E.Quinn, VP-Retirees

Bridget Luby Esposito, Recording Secretary
Connor Olsen, Sgt at Arms

Fr. Christopher Heanue, Chaplain
Sr. Margaret McCabe, Chaplain

 
Board of Trustees

Thomas B. Farrell , Chairman 
Kathleen Mulvey

Michael Hourihane
Richard Palmer

Robert Ell is
 

Past Presidents 
Roy G. Miller,  Ryan Gunning, Michael Barzal, Thomas Betts, Thomas B. Farrell , Edmund Duffy,
Kevin E. Quinn, Brian P. Riordan, Brian J. Sharkey, Bernard J. Cassidy Jr, Thomas J. Hayes Jr,

Will iam J. Kennedy*, John P. Clark*, Thomas Fitzsimmons*, Vincent Toner*, Adam F. McQuill ian*,
James Slattery*, James W. Mulvey*

 
"Keeping the Tradition Alive"
www.nycdemeraldsociety.org
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Mick McHale
Ricky Patel
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WESTCHESTER COUNTY CORRECTION OFFICERS
BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION

15 RESERVOIR RD
WHITE PLAINS, NY 10603
TELEPHONE: 914-773-0436

FAX:914-773-0439
WWW.WESTCHESTERCOBA.ORG

The Westchester County Correction Officers
Benevolent  Association

Proudly supports
The National Police Defense Foundation

And Would Like to Wish Congratulations
to all of Tonight’s

Distinguished Honoree’s

Neil Pellone                            Antoine Adkins                              Steven Torsiello                          Ramon Gonzalez                 Jesus Quinones
President                       1st Vice-President 2nd Vice-Presdient                       Secretary                       Treasurer

Daren Alleyne                Michael Fiume
Raymond Ayton              Richard Iaboni
Timothy Braig                 April McDuffy

Anthony Casareale           Luis Melendez
Christopher Costa           Rashaan Parris
Michael Doyle                Robert Zach
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WE CONGRATULATE  
THE NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION 

BEST WISHES TO ALL 2023 HONOREES 
 

 
COMPLIMENTS 

 

 
 
 

PAN-BROTHERS ASSOCIATES, INC. 
 

PETER PANTELIDIS 
GEORGE PANTELIDIS 
JAMES PANTELIDIS 

 
 

14 WEST 23RD STREET 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10010 

TEL: (212) 255-2000  FAX: (212) 206-8868 
EMAIL: INFO@PANBROTHERS.COM  

WEBSITE: WWW.PANBROTHERS.COM  
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Best Wishes to Our Friends at NPDF 

 
Congratulations to Joni Cappobianco 

and all of the 2023 Honorees 
 

Rubbish Removal-Recycling-Container Service 
Serving Long Island Since 1936 

 
Nassau:  516-466-0516 
Suffolk:  631-491-1305 

 
ALL SIZES OF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL YOUR CLEANUP NEEDS 
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Your Complete On-Site
Fuel &  Petroleum Service

www.tayloroilco.com

Valvoline Lubricants • Skid Tanks & Dikes
Pumps • Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel

Gasoline • Kerosene 
Bio-Diesel • DEF

      
 

Somerville, NJ 908-725-9200
Bellmawr, NJ 856-262-3133
Lakewood, NJ 877-240-5588
Philadelphia/Harrisburg, PA 800-543-3835
Delaware 800-543-3835
Baltimore, MD 410-636-9000
Boston, MA 800-894-3835
Portland, CT 860-342-2122
Providence, RI 401-431-5060
Northern VA/DC 410-636-9000
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Civil Aid Services, USA
Main Office: 29 Bay 25th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11214

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 130287, New York, NY 10013
Tel: (212) 966-3253 • Facebook@CivilAidServicesUSA • www.civilservices.com
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The NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF POLICE 
ORGANIZATIONS 

SALUTES  

National President Michael “Mick” McHale

NPDF
Person of the Year 

Thank you, National Police Defense 
Foundation, for recognizing NAPO’s 

President !
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HISPANIC AMERICAN LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATION
501 (C) (3) NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

P.O. BOX 24148
JERSEY CITY, NJ 07304

(862)217-4161
HALEA1986@HALEA.ORG

WWW.HALEA.ORG

Lizette Anderson
President

 
Tamahine I. Rivera
1st Vice President

 
Carla Espinel

2nd Vice President
 

Javier Toro
Treasurer

 
Zulma Cabrera

Financial Secretary
 
 

Catherine Averhoff
Trustee

 
Lorenzo Tosado

Trustee
 

Jason Fermin
Trustee

 
Francisco S. Guzman

Legal Counsel
 

Vladimir Rene
Legal Counsel

 

Michael Bobodilla
Sergeant at Arms

 
Daniel Sollitti

Honor Guard Commander
 

Mayra Munoz
Activities Coordinator 

 
Donna Roman-Hernandez

Community Relations
 

David Tafur
Media Coordinator/
Recording Secretary

 
Joshua Rodriguez

Bishop

" IN UNITY THERE IS STRENGTH"

LIKE US

HALEA proudly supports the 
National Police Defense Foundation to benefit charitable
endeavors and program services. Plus also congratulates 

the 2023 Distinguished Honorees.
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SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION 

FOUNDERS ANGELA & JOE OCCHIPINTI
AND

2023 DISTINGUISHED HONOREES

Person of the Year................................ Mick McHale, National President
	 National Association of Police Organizations	
	
Lifetime Achievement Award.........................................SAC Ricky Patel 
	U .S. Homeland Security Investigations 
	
Distinguished Member Award...................................... Dr. Robert Ghalili 
	 NPDF Surgeon

Businessperson of the Year............................................. Joni Capobianco 
	 CEO, AMG Demolition

Media in Excellence Award........The Blue Magazine/Moment of Silence

Valor Award............................................................Agent Jacob Albarado, 
	U .S. Border Patrol 

 Tara & Delegate Greg McGraw
PROUD NPDF MEMBERS
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Congratulates the 

NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION 
 
 

PERSON OF THE YEAR, MIKE McHALE 
 
 

AND ALL HONOREES  
           
 
 

 
President – Chris Monahan  

Vice President – Johnny Ramirez 
 

2nd Vice President – Robert S. Hachemeister 
Treasurer – Daniel A. Miraglia 

Secretary – James M. Lynch 
Sergeant at Arms – Osvaldo A. Nunez 

Chiefs Rep – Rafael A. Mascol 
Deputy Inspectors Rep– Joseph L. Matzinger 

    Surgeons Rep – John Reilly  

Captains Representatives 
Hariton Marachilian  Maggie Clamp   Shaun Tablante  
Robert Gault                 Kevin P. Abernethy     William A. Haut 
                 
                                            

CAPTAINS ENDOWMENT ASSOCIATION 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT CITY OF NEW YORK 
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THE FINEST FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
215 PARK ROW, SUITE 2 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10038 

 
The Finest FCU supports the NPDF and 

Congratulates NAPO President Mick McHale 
for receiving the  

Person of the Year award !!! 
 

REASONS TO JOIN 
THE FINEST FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 

• Main office in NYC and over 5,600 shared branches Nationwide. 
• Surcharge free Atm access at over 85,000 Atm's Nationwide 

including all Citibank Atm’s (Apple Pay & Google Pay included). 
• Great rates on savings accounts (0.50% APR) and CD’s (1YR CD = 

4.15% APR), subject to change. 
• Free Interest-bearing Checking account with no required 

minimum balance and no maintenance fees. 
• Personal loans, Auto loans, Mortgages at low rates - easy 

application and approval process. 
• Retirement Planning / Wealth Management - Free Consultation 
• Online banking including free bill pay and remote deposit capture. 

You can download our mobile APP by searching for “The Finest 
Federal Credit Union”.   

• Join online at https://thefinestfcu.org/forms-
applications/membership-application/ 

• Please call or text Keith Stone, CEO, at 646-661-1331 with any 
questions or email us at memberservices@thefinestfcu.org 

#INTHEFINESTWETRUST 



 

 
 

COLuMBiA ASSOCiATiON 
POLiCE DEPARTMENT ~ CiTY OF NEW YORK 

A Not For Profit 501 (c) (3) Corp. 

P.O. Box 747699 • Rego Park, NY 11374

 
 

 

Incorporated in 1932 www.nypdcolumbia.org /Facebook: NYPD Columbia Association / Twitter: @NYPDColumbia / Instagram: nypdcolumbia 

Anthony C. Burgio 
president 
Michael T. Alfieri 
1st Vice-president 
Sebastiano Bonanno 
2nd Vice-president 
Dyanne Marzano 
Executive Secretary 
Michael L. Russo 
Treasurer 
John Passarella 
recording Secretary 
Anthony Mattesi 
corresponding Secretary 
Thomas Rao 
Sergeant At Arms 
Michael Mongelli 
Editor 
John DelGaudio 
Director of public relations 
 
Jack Conway 
manhattan Financial Secretary 
John Balestriere 
Brooklyn Financial Secretary 
Ray D’Amura 
Queens Financial Secretary 
John Caruso 
Bronx Financial Secretary 
Anthony Cannata 
Staten Island Financial Secretary 
Kendra Damante 
retiree Financial Secretary 
 
manhattan Trustees 
Anthony Guglielmo 
Nicholas Romano 
Anthony Lardo 
Brooklyn Trustees 
Diana Pecoraro 
William Scarfuto 
Giovanni Cucuzza 
Queens Trustees 
Giovanni Nicotra 
 
Bronx Trustees 
Scarlet Delvecchio 
Cody Petrucci 
Staten Island Trustee 
Anthony Corrao 
citywide Trustee 
Steven Cameron 
 
life member representative 
Phil Repaci Sr. 
Travel Director 
John F. Martini 
Special Assistant to the president 
Anthony Cucuzza    
Attorneys 
Stuart Salles 
James Moschella 
Surgeons 
Dr. Brian Mignola 
Dr. Joseph J. Ciuffo 
Dr, Nicholas Vaccari 
Spiritual Advisors 
Msgr. Robert J. Romano 
Msgr. David L. Cassato 
 
Past Presidents: 
Christopher J. Pizzo 
Emanuel Rossi 
Richard Angeletti 
Anthony Cesarano 
Frank Ventura 
Paul DiGiacomo 
Giovenni Porcelli 
Steven Chiarini 
John Bucalo 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE 

FOUNDATION 
AND BEST WISHES TO THE 
BOARD OF OFFICERS AND   

ALL HONOREES 
 

                        

FRATERNALLY 
THE NYPD COLuMBiA 

ASSOCiATiON 
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JOSEPH M. CANNELLA 
President 
 
JANET L. WALSH 
1st Vice President 
 
THOMAS QuiNN 
2nd Vice President 
 
ROBERT M. ABARNO 
Treasurer 
 
CHRiSTiNE L. PAMuLO 
Membership Officer 
 
CHRiSTiNA GORDON 
Communications Officer 
 
STEVEN HERVAN 
Sergeant-at-Arms 
 
JESSiCA HERNANDEZ 
Web & Graphic Design 
 
MiCHAEL RiVEiRO 
Charity Coordinator 
 
KEViN ANDERSON 
MiCHELLE BARRETT 
FRANK BONGiORNi 
Directors 
 
DENNiS LEMKE 
Attorney 
GRAHAM KiSTLER 
Legal Counsel 
 
FRANCiS G. BARRY 
Chaplain 
 
 

Fraternal Order of Court Officers 
New York State 
Post Office Box 286 

Mineola, New York 11501 

 
 

THE FRATERNAL ORDER 
OF 

COURT OFFICERS 
 

APPLAUDS 
 

DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH OCCHIPINTI 

and the 

NATIONAL 
POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION’S 

Work on Behalf  of 

“OPERATION KIDS” 
WWW.FOCO.ORG 
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AWISCO would like to congratulate
Businessperson of the Year 

Joni Capobianco 
CEO, AMG Demolition 

and all the National Police 
Defense Foundation’s 2023 Annual 

Awards Dinner Honorees

www.awisco.comawisco_welding awiscowelding awisco 800-834-1925 sales@awisco.net|
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The Detroit Police
Lieutenants and Sergeants Association

Congratulates NAPO President

On being selected as 
“2023 Person of the Year”

by the
National Police Defense Foundation
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Mick McHale



 

THE SEACOAST USHER UNION 

MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 

WOUlD lIkE TO 

CONGRATUlATE 

SISTER BETTYE FElICE HAYES 

AS 

THE 2023 MAHAlA FIElD ATCHINSON 

AWARD RECEIPIENT 

“MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BlESS YOU” 

PHYllIS E. JOHNSON, PRESIDENT 
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NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE  
FOUNDATION  

 
“Proud Sponsors of the “Safe Cop Program”  

 

Invites its Members to support its Organizational Safe Cop 
License Plate Program by visiting www.npdf.org or calling 

888-SAFE-COP   
 

 

 

 
 
Joseph Occhipinti       Michael J. Palladino 
Executive Director     President 
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Executive Director     President 

 

 

 

                                    

    

   

NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE  
FOUNDATION  

 
“Proud Sponsors of the “Safe Cop Program”  

 

Invites its Members to support its Organizational Safe Cop 
License Plate Program by visiting www.npdf.org or calling 

888-SAFE-COP   
 

 

 

 
 
Joseph Occhipinti       Michael J. Palladino 
Executive Director     President 

 

 

 

                                    

    

   

NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE  
FOUNDATION  

 
“Proud Sponsors of the “Safe Cop Program”  

 

Invites its Members to support its Organizational Safe Cop 
License Plate Program by visiting www.npdf.org or calling 

888-SAFE-COP   
 

 

 

 
 
Joseph Occhipinti       Michael J. Palladino 
Executive Director     President 
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Congratulations to the 2023  

National Police Defense Foundation 
Award Recipients 

from the  
Retired Detectives, Police Department 

City of New York 
Rich Santangelo, President, RDNY 

bob schatz
phone: (201) 489-7006 or (732) 807-4056
email: b.schatz@bprotectedalarm.com
web: www.bprotectedalarm.com

Alarm company



 

POLICE COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION OF  
WESTCHESTER COUNTY  

PO BOX 542 - GREYSTONE STATION  
YONKERS, NEW YORK 10703-0542 

AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF COLUMBIA ASSOCIATIONS 

ON BEHALF OF 
 THE POLICE COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION  

OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NY 

*********************

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TO  
2022 Annual Awards Distinguished Honorees 

WOMAN OF THE YEAR 
CHIEF CARMEN BEST (RET), SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

MAN OF THE YEAR ATF SPECIAL AGENT- ADAM DANIELS 
ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS & EXPLOSIVES (ATF) 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD SAC - JOHN DEVITO 
ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS & EXPLOSIVES (ATF) 

BUSINESSMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD  
JACK CIATTARELLI, CEO GALEN PUBLISHING, LLC 

LEGISLATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD - HON. BRUCE BLAKEMAN, 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE, NASSAU COUNTY (NY) 

PRESIDENT’S AWARD SAC - ANTHONY SALISBURY 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY (HSI) 

LAW ENFORCEMENT LEADERSHIP AWARD - EDWARD CETNAR, 
SUPERINTENDENT PORT AUTHORITY POLICE OF NY & NJ 

********************* 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE POLICE 
COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NY 

President: Paul Castaldi 
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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Businessperson of the Year  

100 N. Centre Avenue – Suite 500 
Rockville Centre, NY 11570 

Tel: 516-764-4002 Fax: 516-764-4324 
www.posseschasancpas.com 

to benefit 

 

POLICE COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION OF  
WESTCHESTER COUNTY  

PO BOX 542 - GREYSTONE STATION  
YONKERS, NEW YORK 10703-0542 

AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF COLUMBIA ASSOCIATIONS 

ON BEHALF OF 
 THE POLICE COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION  

OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NY 

*********************

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TO  
2023 Annual Awards Distinguished Honorees 

PERSON OF THE YEAR 
MICK MCHALE, NATIONAL PRESIDENT 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF POLICE ORGANIZATIONS (NAPO) 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE 
RICKY PATEL 

U.S DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND INVESTIGATIONS,  
NEWARK OFFICE 

DISTINQUISHED MEMBER AWARD 
DR. ROBERT GHALILI, NPDF SURGEON 

BUSINESSPERSON OF THE YEAR AWARD  
JONI CAPOBIANCO, CEO, AMG DEMOLITION 

MEDIA IN EXCELLENCE AWARD 
THE BLUE MAGAZINE/MOMENT OF SILENCE  

VALOR AWARD 
AGENT JACOB ALBARADO 

U.S. BORDER PATROL 

********************* 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE POLICE 
COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NY 

President: Paul Castaldi 



1490 FRANKLiN AVENuE – MiNEOLA, NEW YORK 11501-4801

Member-National Council of Columbia Associations in Civil Service
Member-National Coalition of italian American Law Enforcement Organization

OUR HERITAGE 

Wishes the
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

a successful 2023 Annual Awards Dinner

Congratulations to this evening’s honorees 

PERSON OF THE YEAR
Mick Mc Hale, National President 

National Association of Police Organizations (NAPO)

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Special Agent in Charge Ricky Patel  

uS Dept of Homeland investigations, Newark Office 

DISTINGUISHED MEMBER AWARD 
Dr. Robert Ghalili, NPDF Surgeon

BUSINESSPERSON OF THE YEAR 
Joni Capobianco, CEO, AMG Demolition

MEDIA IN EXCELLENCE AWARD 
The Blue Magazine/Moment of Silence

VALOR AWARD 
Agent Jacob Albarado, uS Border Patrol

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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                               The Old Bridge PBA Local # 127 

Congratulates the National Police Defense Foundation  

2023 NPDF distinguished honorees and  

scholarship recipients ! 

 

President Vincent Galgano 
 

 

                               The Old Bridge PBA Local # 127 

Congratulates the National Police Defense Foundation  

2023 NPDF distinguished honorees and  

scholarship recipients ! 

 

President Vincent Galgano 
 



CORPORATE SPONSORS
AECOM Tishman
Law Offices of Anthony Pope
Detroit Police Officers Association
Hispanic American Law Enforcement Association
Law Offices of Micahel T. Cornacchia
Law Enforcement Against Drugs & Violence (L.E.A.D.)
Italian Charities of America
NYC Correction Officers Benevolent Association
Nassau County PBA
NYS Court Officers Association

FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS
Transportation Columbia Association 		
Columbia Association, NYC Department of Sanitation
Columbia Association, NYC Fire Department	
Columbia Association, NYC Department of Correction
Columbia Police Association of Westchester County 	
PAPD Police Ceremonial Unit, Pipe & Drum Band
Police Chiefs Benevolent Association		
NYPD Detectives Endowment Association 
NYPD Police Anchor Club
NYPD Retired Detectives Association 
Italian American Police Society of New Jersey		
New Jersey Police Honor Legion		
New York State Supreme Court Officers Association	
Fraternal Order of Court Officers			 
Sea Gate Law Enforcement Foundation
NYC Correction Officers’ Benevolent Association		
Westchester COBA 		
Blue Lives Matter, NYC
Society of Professional Investigators 			 
NYCD Emerald Society
Law Enforcement Against Drugs and Violence (LEAD)
Hispanic American Law Enforcement Association (HALEA)
Civil Aid Services
International Columbia Association
Italian Welfare League
Police Association of Westchester County
NYPD Columbia Association 
Grand Council of United Emerald Societies, Inc.
NJSP Survivors of the Triangle
International Union Operating Engineers
The Blue Magazine/Moment of Silence
National Association Police Organizations
State Troopers Superior Officers Association, NCO
Old Bridge PBA Local 127

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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NPDF Sergeants Benevolent Association 
Det. Barney Fergusion Emerald Legacy Fund
NYPD Captains Endowment Association
Columbia Police Association of Nassau County
New Jersey State PBA
Nassau County Police Benevolent Association
Internal Conference of Women in Law Enforcement
Finest Federal Credit Union
Russian American Law Enforcement Association
NYPD Hispanic Society
New York State Shields, Inc.
NYPD Asian Jade Society
Det. Wen Jian Liu Foundation
NYPD Holy Name Society
NYPD Pulaski Association

 

The National Police Defense Foundation Recognizes The 
Following Organizations For Their Continued Support



The National Police Defense Foundation Recognizes The 
Following Supporters For Their Continued Support

Dinner SPONSORS
Brian Passaglia
Joseph Serina

Edward J. Flemming
Joseph R. Hare

Michael Cornacchia
Annie Kim

John & Jean Kerrigan
Archange Milien
Kenneth West
Patriot Electric

Rosemary & Andrew Robertson

 

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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International Union Of
Operating Engineers

Local Unions 138, 138A, 138B & 138C

Nassau & Suffolk Counties
P.O. Box 206, Farmingdale, NY 11735

631-694-2480

John Duffy
Business Manager

Treasurer

William Duffy Jr.
President

Anthony Malizia
Recording Corresponding

Secretary

John Duffy Jr.
Vice President

Scott Adrian
Financial Secretary

Shawn Coles
Guard


