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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
							                                                             
									       

Dear NPDF Members and Supporters:	                                            May 7, 2025

Welcome to the National Police Defense Foundation’s 30th Anniversary Awards 
Gala where we will recognize our distinguished honorees while celebrating the long-
term successes and achievements of the NPDF over the past three decades.

 
In 1995, my wife Angela and I established the NPDF at a point when there was a 
significant increase in armed assaults against our police as it became a widespread 
practice for criminals to make fabricated allegations of misconduct against the law 

enforcement officers to insulate themselves from prosecution. 
 
As I look back, the NPDF membership started with a handful of law enforcement members and within thirty 
years we have grown to over 210,000 members and supporters nationwide and in twelve foreign countries. 
My prior experience as the President of the Federal Agents PBA Local 121 taught me that it was important 
to cooperate with other police unions and fraternal organizations nationwide. Our approved IRS 501 (c) 
(3) status was instrumental in raising substantial funds for their officers who were either seriously injured 
or killed in the line of duty. 

As a Federal Agent, I saw firsthand how these drug cartels and crime syndicates were victimizing children 
through their nefarious criminal activities. In response, I established “Operations Kids,” which is a multi-
faceted, child safety program which posts rewards for the safe recovery of kidnapped children, identifies, 
and prosecutes pedophiles operating on the internet, as well as arranging lifesaving operations for critically 
ill children worldwide. 

Furthermore, the NPDF established our congressionally recognized and federally trademarked “Safe 
Cop” program. We have been extraordinarily successful in posting a $10,000 reward for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of any person who shoots at a law enforcement officer or makes a 
death threat online or through social media, anywhere in the United States. The Safe Cop program also 
provides financial assistance to the officer’s family when their loved ones are critically ill, seriously injured, 
handicapped, or die in the line of duty.
 
In retrospect, I volunteered my efforts as the Founder and Executive Director to initiate these important 
law enforcement programs out of my love and respect for law enforcement. Now, since Angela and I are 
transitioning into semi-retirement, we will forever cherish all these memories and successes achieved by 
the NPDF. It is my fervent hope that the NPDF will continue to protect, defend and support the efforts of 
law enforcement for another thirty years with continued success!

Fraternally yours, 
SSA Joseph Occhipinti (Ret.)
Founder & Executive Director 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Dear NPDF Member and Supporter:			                                               May 7th, 2025

Welcome to Russo’s on the Bay to join us for our 30th Anniversary and the 2025 National Police 
Defense Foundation’s Annual Awards Night. This evening, we honor a few prestigious men and 
women who have bravely distinguished themselves in the Law Enforcement profession. We 
also bestow recognition and praise on a professional and a member of the media respectively, 
for their inspiring respect and admiration for the brave men and women of Law Enforcement in 
America.

The NPDF is proud to bestow our coveted “Woman of the Year Award” on US Coast Guard 
Admiral, Zeita Merchant as well as our “Man of the Year Award” to US Border Czar, Tom Homan 
for their dedicated service to our Country and our noble profession.

We are also honored to recognize United States Marshal, Ralph Sozio from the Southern 
District of New York with our prestigious “Lifetime Achievement Award” and proud to confer our 
“Member of the Year Award” on ASAC Anthony Lacorazza of the US Secret Service.

With great pride we award our 2025 NPDF “Humanitarian Award” to accomplished actor-director, 
Gary Sinise, for his unwavering support of Law Enforcement and the Armed Forces of the 
United States of America. This year’s “Excellence in Media Award” is proudly presented to New 
York Post Reporter, Joe Marino for recognizing the daily sacrifices made by Law Enforcement 
Officers in America.  

In closing, I’d like to thank you all for coming this evening and supporting the National Police 
Defense Foundation. Let us enjoy each other’s company in a show of appreciation and admiration 
for our distinguished honorees.

Fraternally,

Det. Michael J. Palladino (Ret.)
President

Michael Palladino



Police Chiefs Coalition
Chief Robert M. Caron

Port Authority Police of NY & NJ (Ret.)
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SSA Joseph Occhipinti 
Founder &

Executive Director 
US Dept. of Justice (INS-

Ret.) 
Past President, 

SAC John DeVito (Ret)
Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms
and Explosives

Sgt. Michael P. Barry 
Vice President 

Port Authority Police 
of NY & NJ (Ret.)

Federal Officers Coalition
SAC Hugo Barrera

Administrator
US Department of Justice (ATF-Ret.)

NPDF Italian Police Coalition
Asst. Chief Michele Mastrosimone

Administrator
Italian State Police

Founder & Office Administrator 
Angela M.  Occhipinti

Webmasters		   
Michael Ceglio

Rick Ceglio

Executive Assistants 
Michelle Rizzo
Amanda Avella
Janice Arbital
Patricia Sangster 

Project Administrators 
Sgt. Michael P. Barry (Ret.) 
Director, NPDF Programs & Ser-
vices

Safe Cop Program 
Lt. Karl Milligan (Ret.) 
Prince George County, MD

Operation Kids 
Jennifer Tonelli, MS, SLP 
Lisa Malecki, P.A.

West Coast Delegate 
Trooper Anthony Gubler 
California Highway Patrol (Ret)

Congressional Liasion Officer  
William Carroll, District Director (Ret) 
US Dept. of Justice (INS)

Legal & Medical 
Alan E. Wolin, Esq. 
NPDF Chief Legal Counsel  
Anthony Pope, Esq. Legal Counsel 
(NJ)  
John T. Bazzurro, Esq., Legal Counsel 
Det. David Venezian (Ret) 
Chief NPDF Investigator 
NYC Police Department 
Dr. Dhimant Balar, Chief Police Sur-
geon 
Dr. Aaron Feingold, Police Surgeon 
Dr. Michael Goldstein, Police Surgeon 
Dr. Harold Hansen, Police Surgeon 

NPDF BOARD OF ADVISORS & EXECUTIVE  

COALITIONS

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Det. Michael J. Palladino
President 

NYPD Det. (Ret.) 
Past President DEA

 

Robert Henderson
Treasurer

Forensic Investigator

Dr. Robert Ghalili, Police Surgeon 
Dr. Jordan Josephson, Police Surgeon

Public Relations  
Harry Kalicovic, Coordinator 

Honorary Chairmen 
Hon. Joseph Vitale, NJ Senator

Clergy Staff  
Msgr. Robert Romano, 
	 Chief NPDF Chaplain 
	 NYPD Deputy Chief Chaplain

Rabbi Harry Tvzi Berkovitz 
	 Deputy NPDF Chaplain 
	 Chief Chaplain, MTA Police (Ret.)

Rabbi Isaac M. Heschel 
	 Chaplain US Postal Inspection Service 

Rev. Captain James Occhipinti, 
   Ocean County Prosecutor's Office

   MTA/TBTA
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PROGRAM
COCKTAIL HOUR

MUSIC PROCESSION
Port Authority Police of NY & NJ Pipe and Drum Band

PRESENTATION OF COLORS
New York City Police Department

Port Authority Police of New York & New Jersey

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Police Officer Michele Nicolas

Port Authority Police of New York & New Jersey 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Gianna, Tyler & Allegra Malecki,  Gabrielle & Matthew Tonelli and Shane Rizzo

INVOCATION & SPECIAL MEMORIAL PRAYER
 Monsignor Robert Romano

Deputy Chief Chaplain, New York City Police Department

OPENING STATEMENT
SSA Joseph Occhipinti (Ret.)

NPDF Founder & Executive Director

AWARDS PRESENTATION
Detective Michael J. Palladino (Ret.)

Master of Ceremonies
NPDF President

CLOSING PRAYER
Rabbi Harry Berkowitz

MTA Police Department (Ret.)

HOST VENUE Russo’s on the Bay
ENTERTAINMENT  

Magic Moments
NYPD Jazz Band 

SILENT AUCTION by RYCO Fundraising
PHOTOGRAPHER Walter Taylor
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2025 AWARD RECIPIENTS

Woman of the Year
Admiral Zeita Merchant

US Coast Guard

Man of the Year
Tom Homan
US Border Czar

Humanitarian Award
Gary Sinise

Emmy, Golden Globe and Tony Award Winning Actor

Lifetime Achievement Award
Ralph Sozio

US Marshal SDNY (Ret.)

Excellence in Media Award
Joe Marino

New York Post Reporter

Member of the Year Award
ASAC Anthony Lacorazza

US Secret Service



WOMAN OF THE YEAR 
AWARD

Rear Admiral Zeita Merchant
US Coast Guard

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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Rear Admiral Zeita Merchant assumed the duties of Commander, Personnel Service Center (PSC) 
in Washington, D.C., in June 2024. In this capacity, she is responsible for executing the Coast 
Guard’s human resource and talent management policies by recruiting, accessing, assigning, 
developing careers, maintaining well-being, compensating, separating, and retiring the nearly 
45,000 members of the active duty and reserve work forces.

Prior to her assignment to PSC, Rear Admiral Merchant served as the Commander, U.S. Coast 
Guard Sector New York and Captain of the Port, where she demonstrated an unwavering 
commitment to the safety, security, and sustain ability of our Nation’s most consequential marine 
transportation system. Her unmatched operational expertise in leading large-scale, multi-
jurisdictional incident responses solidifies her status as one of the Coast Guard’s top certified 
emergency managers and crisis response leaders.

Rear Admiral Merchant is a career operations ashore officer with tours across multiple units 
with a concentration in marine safety and security operations. Her operational excellence spans 
directing operations across Lake Michigan and along the Western Rivers as Commanding Officer, 
Marine Safety Unit Chicago. She also served as Executive Officer, Marine Safety Unit Texas 
City, Chief of Port Operations at Sector Miami and as a Marine Inspector and Port Operations 
Officer at Marine Safety Office New Orleans. Beyond operational roles, her strategic insight has 
been pivotal serving as Special Assistant to the 27th and 28th Vice Commandants, an U.S. 
Congressional Fellow, and an Executive Strategic Planner.

Rear Admiral Merchant's academic achievements include a Doctor of Business Administration, 
Master of Quality Systems Management, Master of Public Administration, and a Bachelor 
of Science in Biology. Her commitment to academic excellence is further exemplified by her 
fellowships at both Harvard Kennedy School of Government's Belfer and Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) Seminar XXI National Security and Foreign Affairs. 

Rear Admiral Merchant's accolades include a Legion of Merit, multiple Meritorious Service Medals, 
Coast Guard Commendation and Achievement Medals, Military Outstanding Volunteer Service 
Medals, Commandant's Letters of Commendation, and prestigious civic honors including two 
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degrees. She is also the Coast Guard’s 2018 Captain David 
H. Jarvis Inspirational Leadership Award winner and an Honorary Chief. Rear Admiral Merchant's 
legacy extends beyond operational prowess with her dedication to philanthropy, volunteerism, 
and mentorship of future leaders, solidifying her inspirational role within the military landscape 
and leaving an enduring impact on the Coast Guard and the Nation.
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MAN OF THE YEAR 
AWARD

Thomas "Tom" Douglas Homan
US Border Czar

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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Thomas Douglas Homan was born November 28, 1961 is a former police officer, 
immigration official, and political commentator who served during the Obama 
administration, the first Trump administration and has now been appointed to serve in 
the second Trump administration as Border Czar. He served as acting director of the 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) from January 30, 2017 to June 29, 
2018.

Tom Homan was born in West Carthage, New York, into a Roman Catholic family. His 
father and grandfather were West Carthage police officers as well. He received an 
Associate Degree in criminal justice from Jefferson Community College and a bachelor's 
degree in criminal justice from SUNY Polytechnic Institute. In 1983, he also became a 
West Carthage police officer. 

In 1984, Tom joined the Immigration and Naturalization Service, serving as a Border 
Patrol agent, investigator, and supervisor. He was appointed by President Barack 
Obama as Immigration and Customs Enforcement's executive associate director of 
enforcement and removal operations in 2013.

On January 30, 2017, President Donald Trump  appointed Tom as acting director where 
In May 2017, he announced ICE had arrested 41,319 people between Inauguration Day 
and the end of April, a 38% increase from the same period the year before. 
On November 14, 2017, Trump nominated Tom Homan for ICE Director where he retired 
from that  position as acting ICE Director in June 2018 and began contributing to Fox 
News as a commentator. 

In July 2019, Tom testified before the House Oversight Committee regarding illegal entry 
into the USA.  He declared that a third of all women who cross the border get raped, 
and that turning a blind eye to the border would result in an increase of child mortality.
On January 20,2025 Tom Homan began serving as Border Czar in the second Trump 
administration where, within 36 hours of President Trump taking office Tom oversaw the 
arrest of over 460 illegal aliens who were accused of murder, rape, robbery and other 
serious crimes in their country of origin.  
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Gary Sinise
Actor

Emmy/Golden Globe 
& Tony Award Winner

HUMANITARIAN 
AWARD 
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Gary Sinise’s stage, film and television career has spanned more than four decades. In 
1974, at 18 years old, he co-founded Chicago’s Steppenwolf Theatre Company. Twenty  
years later, for his performance as Lt Dan Taylor in Forrest Gump, he received nominations 
for Golden Globe, Screen Actors Guild and Academy Awards, and earned the Best 
Supporting Actor Award from the National Board of Review and the Commander's Award 
from the Disabled American Veterans.

For over 40 years, Gary has stood as an advocate on behalf of America’s service members. 
It began in the early ‘80s, supporting local Vietnam veteran groups in the Chicago 
area, and into the ‘90s, when his portrayal of Lt. Dan formed an enduring connection 
with service members throughout the military community, and as he worked on behalf 
of the Disabled American Veterans organization, which he continues to actively support 
today. Following the attacks of September 11, 2001, Sinise’s dedication to our nation’s 
active-duty defenders, veterans, first responders and their families has become a tireless 
crusade of support, service and gratitude for all those who protect our freedom and serve 
our country.

In 2011, to expand upon his individual efforts, he established the Gary Sinise Foundation 
with the mission to serve and honor America’s defenders, veterans, first responders, Gold 
Star families and those in need. The foundation remains committed to finding new and 
exciting ways to give back to those who sacrifice for our nation and encouraging others to 
do the same has become his personal quest and what he hopes will endure as a legacy 
of service to others.

The National Police Defense Foundation is proud to present Gary Sinise with our 2025 
Humanitarian Award. 
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Ralph Sozio
U.S. Marshal for the 

Southern District of New York

Ralph Sozio was appointed on December 5, 2019, as the 46th United States Marshal for the 
Southern District of New York (SDNY).  

A graduate of Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York, Marshal Sozio’s career in Law Enforcement 
spans over thirty years, beginning with the Westchester County Public Safety Emergency Force.  
In 1997, he joined the New York City Police Department and was assigned to the 45th Precinct 
in the Bronx, NY.

On September 11th, 2001, Police Officer Sozio responded to the World Trade Center terrorist 
attacks. Over the next few months, he spent long days at “Ground Zero” assisting in recovery 
operations with other law enforcement and first responders.

In March 2002, U.S. Marshal Sozio joined the United States Secret Service where he enjoyed 
an illustrious career working in the Bank Fraud, Electronic Crimes Task Force, Counterfeit 
Undercover Operations and Protective Operations. He led the protective security planning 
and operations for a high volume of visits by the President of the United States, and foreign 
Heads of State and Government in the New York metropolitan area, served as the protection 
liaison to state, local, and federal law enforcement, government, business, and media leaders. 
Assignments included Pope Benedict’s Yankee Stadium visit and later, Pope Francis’ visit to St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC, among other high level protection assignments.  He prepared the 
security plan for then Presidential candidate Trump’s residence and later supervised the security 
detail for President Trump’s residence and the First Family Operations in New York City. 

U.S. Marshal Sozio is responsible for the principal oversight of the United States Marshals 
Service Southern District of New York Office, all investigative, protective, and administrative 
matters for the district which encompass Manhattan, Bronx, Westchester, Rockland, Orange, 
Putnam, Dutchess, and Sullivan Counties with a populace of approximately 5.1 million people. 
He was directly responsible for developing and maintaining collaborative working relationships 
with all federal law enforcement agencies, state and local police departments and United States 
Attorney’s Office and served as the Federal liaison to the federal government agencies in the 
district, business, media, and many civic leaders. 

The National Police Defense Foundation is proud to present U.S. Marshal Ralph Sozio with our 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 
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Joe Marino
New York Post Reporter

EXCELLENCE IN 
MEDIA AWARD
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Joe Marino is a New York City crime reporter, photographer, film maker and producer,  
born, raised, and based in Brooklyn, New York. Although he originally planned to study 
acting and theater, Joe eventually graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in politics from 
New York University’s College of Arts and Sciences.

In 2007. Joe  worked his way into New York’s iconic ‘picture paper,’ the New York Daily 
News, as a photographer hustling the breaking news and crime beat. Joe's central 
journalistic and artistic preoccupation over the following eight years would revolve 
around documenting the human drama of New York City through the lens of true crime 
and breaking news. Whether it be the inconsolable and senseless loss of life due to 
street violence, or the sometimes-heroic saves, he wanted to create a visceral and 
complete living history of life in New York City where every neighborhood, victim, 
community affected was worthy of having their story told. Joe captured images of perps, 
scoundrels, heroes, lawmen, and most importantly - everyday New Yorkers.

Joe has been recognized by the New York Press Club, and the New York Press 
Photographers Association with work also featured in the New York Times, Newsweek, 
People and the HBO documentary, 'The Newburgh Sting.’

In 2018, while making his rounds Joe  listened to police and fire scanners where he 
then photographed newsworthy stories where he later produced and directed his first 
short film, ‘Nightside’, an after-hours look at New York City on the true crime tabloid 
beat.
Today, Joe Marino is a senior law enforcement reporter at the New York Post. For the 
last four years he’s delved into the impact on New York State’s Criminal Justice reform 
legislation on the public safety landscape, while taking deep dives into the impact of 
transnational criminal groups in New York City since the New York City’s migrant crisis 
with in-depth, nationally syndicated reporting on Trene de Argua, Los Diablos 42, and 
other cross-national criminality with nexuses to New York City such as narcotics, gun 
and human trafficking.
 
The NPDF is proud to present Joe Marino with our Excellence in Media Award. 
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Anthony Lacorazza was born in Manhattan and raised in Brooklyn, New York in a close knit 
Italian American community.
 
Anthony’s law enforcement career has spanned for more than twenty-four years.  Following the 
footsteps of his father, a retired NYPD Lieutenant, Anthony began his career as a NYPD Police 
Officer. After serving with honor and distinction for three years, Lacorazza joined the United 
States Secret Service as a Special Agent.
 
Anthony has conducted several investigative, protective and administrative assignments within 
the Secret Service. He has previously supervised the New York Field Office Financial Crimes 
Task Force.  Currently Lacorazza is an Assistant to the Special Agent in Charge (ATSAIC) and 
supervises the US Secret Service New York Field Office’s Protection Squad.  In this role he has 
been involved with the protection of nations and world leaders while in NYC.

Anthony is a proud member of the NYPD Columbia Association which is the fraternal 
organization of NYC Italian American police officers.  He also sits on the Executive Board of 
the First Responders Children’s Foundation and Chapter One of the Federal Law Enforcement 
Officers Association (FLEOA).

Anthony is also a proud member of the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey’s Executive 
Board where he serves on some key committees.  Anthony leverages his law enforcement 
relationships from the Tri-State area to help expand that organization and serve more charitable 
causes while supporting law enforcement officers. Special Agent in Charge Lacorazza resides 
in Cranford, NJ with his wife and two sons.

The National Police Defense is proud to present Special Agent in Charge Lacorazza with the 
NPDF’s Member of the Year Award. 

Anthony Lacorazza
Assistant to the Special Agent 

in Charge (ATSAIC)
United States Secret Service

MEMBER OF THE 
YEAR AWARD

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"

O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

  
  O

p
e

ra
ti

o
n

 K
id

sTM
 SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
 



“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"

O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

  
  O

p
e

ra
ti

o
n

 K
id

sTM
 SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
 



Congratulations to ourCongratulations to our
2025 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
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Jett Caron
University of Rhode Island

Gianna Malecki
University of Scranton

Jonathan Ceglio
IONA University

Madeline E. Travers
City College-City University of New York

Miguel Echevarria
Florida Atlantic University

2025 SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS

Anthony Policastro 
Montclair State University

Christina Lin
University of Michigan 

Brielle Downing
College of Charleston

Sofia Caruso
St. John’s University

Edward P. Muro
 Binghampton University 

Jillianne Mae Perez
University of Pittsburg
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U.S. Department of Justice
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives
New York Field Division
32 Old Slip
35th Floor - Suite 3500
New York, NY 10005

March 3, 2025
www.atf.gov.

Joseph Occhipinti
Executive Director 
National Police Defense Foundation
21 Kilmer Drive, Bldg 2, Ste C
Morganville, NJ 07751

Executive Director Occhipinti,

On behalf of the New York Field Division  of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & 
Explosives (ATF), I would like to thank you for your continuing support and commitment to the
brave members of the law enforcement community. Your  Foundation provides invaluable
support to our law enforcement family year after year, which is paramount to our continued
success.

The Foundation's financial assistance to law enforcement families during times of tragedy,
educational scholarships, and other programs are deeply appreciated and incredibly impactful.
Your work has also strengthened the partnerships between federal, state and local law
enforcement agencies, as the values and roles of law enforcement are continually tested.

I am grateful for your efforts and would be honored to join you at the annual luncheon to
celebrate the accomplishments of our law enforcement professionals. Congratulations to this
year's honorees!

765000:ARH
1200

Bryan R. Miller
Special Agent in Charge
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May 7, 2025 
 
 
Mr. Joseph Occhipinti     Mr. Michael J. Palladino  
Executive Director      President  
National Police Defense Foundation    National Police Defense Foundation  
21 Kilmer Drive      21 Kilmer Drive  
Morganville, NJ 07751     Morganville, NJ 07751 
 
 
 
Dear Executive Director Occhipinti, President Palladino and Friends and of the NPDF: 
 

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate the National Police Defense Foundation 
(NPDF) on the occasion of tonight’s 30th Annual Awards Dinner. Tonight’s event will not only 
raise much-needed funding to support the fine works of the NPDF, but will also recognize your 
distinguished honorees: 
 

US Coast Guard Rear Admiral Zeita Merchant, Woman of the Year 
 
US Border Czar Tom Homan, Man of the Year 
 
Award-Winning Actor Gary Sinise, Humanitarian Award 
 
US Marshal SDNY Ralph Sozio, Lifetime Achievement Award 
 
New York Post Journalist Joe Marino, Excellence in Media Award 
 
US Secret Service ASAIC Anthony Lacorazza, Member of the Year Award 

 
Having worked closely with your organization over the years on numerous cases, I am 

pleased to be able to call Mr. Occhipinti a friend. Please accept my best wishes for a successful 
30th Anniversary event, and I pray that God continues to bless you for the work you do to support 
our law enforcement and help children around the world. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Christopher H. Smith 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

New Jersey’s Fourth Congressional District 
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1 
 

                            DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
                                         INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
                                            WASHINGTON, D.C. 20224 
 
 

                      Criminal Investigation 
 

April 2, 2025 
 
 
 
Joseph Occhipinti  
Founder and Director  
National Police Defense Foundation 
Morganville, New Jersey 07751 
 
Dear Director Occhipinti, 
 
It is an honor to join you, the board members and the many distinguished guest at the 
2025 National Police Defense Foundation’s 30th Awards Gala.  I would like to 
congratulate this year’s award recipients. It is an outstanding group, demonstrating true 
public service! 
 
I know you dedicate countless hours to organize this ceremony to honor the award 
recipients.  Due to your dedication, commitment, and loyalty the event is always a 
success.  Thank you for your continued support and for all that you have done for the 
law enforcement community. 
 
On behalf of the IRS-Criminal Investigation in New Jersey, I wanted to say 
congratulations to today’s award recipients.  Their dedication makes communities a 
safer place to live and work.   
 
 
 
Sincerely 

 
Jenifer Piovesan  
Special Agent in Charge 
Internal Revenue Service – Criminal Investigations 
New Jersey Field Office.   
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                                                               United States Department of State 
                                                               Diplomatic Security Service 
                                                                        Two Executive Drive, 3rd floor 
                                                                        Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 
 
March 21, 2025 
 
 
Mr. Joseph Occhipinti 
Founder & Executive Director 
National Police Defense Foundation 
21 Kilmer Drive 
Morganville, NJ 07751 
 
Dear Mr. Occhipinti, 
 
On behalf of Diplomatic Security Service’s New York Field Office, congratulations to the 
2025 distinguished honorees of the National Police Defense Foundation! 
 
I would also like to express my gratitude to you, the executive board and the foundation 
for their continued support of the law enforcement profession. The work of the 
foundation in fostering collaboration reaches far beyond law enforcement by 
strengthening partnerships in public and private industries and the communities we 
serve and protect.  
 
Thank you for your hard work and dedication and the kind invitation to the 2025 
National Police Defense Foundation’s 30th Awards Gala. It is my honor to join with the 
law enforcement community in recognizing these honorees and celebrating the 
excellent work of the foundation.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brian K. Wood 
Special Agent in Charge 
New York Field Office 
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Message From Raymond A. Tierney

Suffolk County District Attorney

To the National Police Defense Foundation (NPDF), Board Members and 
Distinguished Honorees:

I am happy to take this opportunity to express my deep appreciation for the 
NPDF and the critical work they do in support of law enforcement, public 
safety professionals, and the communities they serve. Your commitment to 
protecting those who protect us is both admirable and essential. 

This prestigious event recognizes those who go above and beyond in service 
to our country, and tonight’s awardees exemplify that spirit in every way. 
Congratulations to all the honorees on this well-earned recognition – you 
continue to set the standard for what service and leadership look like. 

In a world that often overlooks the sacrifices of those in uniform, the NPDF 
continues to shine a light on them. I am grateful such an organization exists 
and hope their efforts continue to inspire others across the country.

       Respectfully yours,

RAYMOND A. TIERNEY

DISTRICT ATTORNEY
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Ekta Acharya
Kendry Alcantara
Lily LaRue Anderson	
Jeffrey Baran
Franchesca Batista
Denny Benavides	
Leslie Benitez
Jealine Borga
Nolan Boulter	
Miriam Briones-Meza
Jack Brown	
Ricardo Matias Cerrutti Cabanillas
Scarling Cabrera	
Cisne Calderon
Alessio Cirelli	
Hezekiah Clark
Claudia Digregorio	
Alejandro Gutierrez
Timothy Hamlett	
Lisbeth Hernandez
Joseph Hopkins	
Shannon Johnson
Melanie Macias	
Caden McGuire
Emily Mendoza	
Mike Munoz
Richard Murphy	
Nathan Norman
Kelly O’Donnell
Grendel Santos

Sameul Cuello	
Eli Oltman
Caitlyn Pallas	
Gladys Pomavilla
Quadrique Pretlow	
Emma Robertson
Lisbeth Rodriguez
Flor Rosangelo	
Theresa Sankar
Tyler Seddon	
Donato Navas Stalzer
Leandro Taveras
Kevin Tejada
Elizabeth Vasquez	
Emily Veintimilla
Mytricia William Smith	
Eli Waller
Melanie Macias	
Camp Wonder	
Claudia Digregorio
Dana Lizak	
Carlos Montalvo
Reilly Miller	
Volunteer Health Program LTD
Sebastian Ferraud	
Nicolas Villegas 
Matias Orellana
Liby Risin
Maurice Wegner

OPERATION KIDS PROGRAM
As part of “Operation Kids”, the NPDF coordinated the following noteworthy humanitarian 
projects over the past 25 years that provided assistance, lifesaving operations and medical 
treatments for the critically ill and severely handicapped children worldwide listed below. 
These humanitarian projects often involved travel abroad, conferences with foreign govern-
ment officials, procurement of State Department visas, liaison with police organizations 
and the transportation of children to the United States for lifesaving operations and medical 
treatment.  The Operation Kids program has also worked in cooperation with police officers 
to assist in the search of missing children. These humanitarian programs are credited for 
fostering positive police relations within the US immigrant and minority communities. 







SAFE COP
PROGRAM

In 1995, the NPDF established the federally trademarked and congressionally recognized 
“Safe Cop” program in an effort to address the serious increase of armed assaults on law 
enforcement officers nationwide.  This law enforcement initiative posts up to a $10,000 reward 
for public information leading to the arrest and conviction of any person who shoots at a 
law enforcement officer.  In addition, the program has been instrumental in providing critical 
medical care, financial assistance and death benefits to law enforcement personnel either 
seriously injured or killed in the line of duty. Below is a list of officers the NPDF has provided 
services and posted rewards for over the past two decades.
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Ecuadoran Police Officer Jorge Arias	
Ecuadoran Police Officer Angelica Borja
FBI Special Agent Barry Bush	
New Jersey Police Officer Joyce Carnegie
Ecuadoran Police Corporal Nancy Choto	
Massachusetts Police Officer Sean Collier
New Jersey Police Officer Mary Ann Collura	
South Carolina Deputy Sheriff Dennis Compton
Florida Police Officer David Crawford	
Aruba Police Officer Agberti Croes
Florida Deputy Sheriff Michael Erickson	
Arkansas Corporal Barbara Ester
New Jersey Police Officer Tyrone Franklin	
Virgin Island Police Officer Colvin Georges
FBI Special Agent Sam Hicks	
Florida Police Officer Jeffrey Kobak
Florida Police Officer David Curtis	
New Jersey Police Officer Steven Leone
Police Officer Marty Leverton	
Florida Police Officer Karen Long
New York State Trooper Joseph Longobardo	
New York State Trooper Donald Baker
New Jersey Police Officer Christopher Matlosz	
New Hampshire Police Officer Nate Morrison
New York City Corrections Captain Delvin Ponds	
New York Correction Officer Andrew Morgan
Florida Deputy Sheriff Paul Rein	
Arkansas Patrolman Jonathon Schmidt
Ecuadoran Lieutenant Sammy Vinueza	
Pennsylvania Police Officer Moses Walker
Georgia Police Officer Danny Rogers	

Pennsylvania Police Officer Frederick Cione
Border Patrol Barrett Blick	
Georgia Deputy Sheriff Cruz Thomas	
New York Police Officer Daryl Pierson	
Florida Police Officer Curtis Koebak 
New York Police Officer Dennis Guerra	
Florida Deputy Sheriff Jonathon Pine	
Connecticut Police Officer Kenneth Bateman	
New York Police Officer Rafael Ramos
New York Police Officer Wenjian Liu	
New Jersey Patrolman Stephen Arkell
New Jersey First Responder Tim Geoghegan	
ATF Special Agent William Sheldon
DEA ASAC L. Alan Bassham	
ATF Special Agent Carlos Montalvo
Louisiana Police Officer Brian Hanrahan	
Florida Deputy Maury Hernandez
Pennsylvania Trooper Cpl. Byron Dickson	
Florida Deputy Michael Erickson
Illinois Deputy Cuahtemoc Estrada	
FBI SSA Robert Levinson (ret)
Arkansas Trumann Police Department Grant	
New Jersey Police Officer Brian Worell
Kentucky Police Officer Jason Ellis	
Ohio Police Officer Kevin Brame
HIS Special Agent Donald Pettit
LA County Deputy Ryan Clinkunbroomer (CA)
Herman Sergeant Mason Griffin (MO) 
Melvindale P.O. Mohamad Said (MI)
Trooper Adam Cothron (TN)
Blount County Deputy Greg McGowan
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Posted Safe Cop Rewards
It is the procedure of the Safe Cop program that the NDPF is immediately notified when there is an armed assault or shooting death 
of a law enforcement officer and the suspect is either at large or unidentified. The NPDF immediately contacts the appropriate Police 
Chief or high ranking official to offer the $10,000 Safe Cop reward. The foregoing are descriptions of $10,000 Safe Cop rewards that 
have been posted by the NPDF at an official department press conference or media interview. It should be noted that these Safe 
Cop reward posting is credited for the NPDF in developing important police liaison nationwide since 1995.

LA County Deputy Ryan Clinkunbroomer (CA)
Herman Sergeant Mason Griffin (MO) 
Melvindale P.O. Mohamad Said (MI)
Trooper Adam Cothron (TN)
Blount County Deputy Greg McGowan
Travis County Sheriff Sergeant Craig Hutchinson
Philadelphia P.O.  Michael P. Campbell
Wayne Township P.O. Brian Worell
Tampa P.O. David Curtis and Jeffrey Kocab
Philadelphia P.O. Moses Walker, Jr. 
Philadelphia P.O. Frederick Cione
Greenland NH Police Chief Michael Maloney
San Francisco Sgt. Brian McDonnell
Anaheim KY K-9 Officer Bruno
Orlando Deputy Nadine Erickson
LAPD Michael Edwards
Puerto Rico Lt. Jose Cordova
PA Trooper Byron Dickson
Cook County Deputy Cuauhtemoc Estrada
P.A. Trooper Paul G. Rickey
Philadelphia Moses Walker
Americus GA Inspector Nicholas Smarr
Mahomet P.O. Jeremy Scharlow
San Diego P.O. Jonathan DeGuzman
San Antonio P.O. Benjamin Macroni
Corrections Officer Henry Wright 
Fairfield NJ P.O. Veneziano
Maryland Trooper Wesley Brown
Norfolk VA P.O. Edward Decker
Cobb County GA Deputy Donny Rogers
Darien CT P.O. Kenneth Bateman
Maywood IL P.O. Thomas Wood 
Waldwick NJ P.O. Christopher Goodell
LAPD P.O. Fred Earley
Dayton P.O. Kevin Brame

Puerto Rico Special Agent Soto-Velez
Perryopolis PA P.O. Richard
ATF S/A John Capuno
Bardstown KY P.O. Jason Ellis
Auburn MA P.O. Ronald Tarentino
Travis County Sgt. Craig Hutchinson
Johnson City Deputy Sonny Smith 
NYC Correction Officer Henry Wright
Georgia P.O. Jody Smith
Rochester P.O. Jeremy Nash
Clinton P.O. Gary Michael
New Kensington P.O. Brian Shaw
Baltimore Det. Kevin Davis
Cordele P.O. Brian Lewis
Washington DC Sgt. Tony Mason, Jr.
Washington Trooper Nate Dawson
Georgia State University P.O. La Toya Denise Crook
Newcomerstown P.O. Bryan Eubamks
Harris County Chief Deputy Clinton Greenwood
Miami-Dade P.O. Charles Wood
Miami-Dade P.O. Scotty Hamilton
Pikesville KY police Officer Scotty Hamilton
Statesville NC Tyler Horn
Camden County NJ Det. Devin Henry
Camden County NJ Det. Elizabeth Ponte
gwinnet County Police Officer Antwan Toney
Newman Police, CA Sgt. Ronil "Ron" Singh
Selma AL Police Officer Michael Hale
Dickson County, TN Deputy Sgt. Daniel Scott Baker
Anne Arrundel, MD, Det. Scott Ballard
Anne Arrundel, MD, Det. Ian Preece
Pittsburg, PA Corporal Charles Galloway
ATF Special Agent Carlos Valles
Columbus Police Officer Blake Andrews



The NPDF expanded the “Safe Cop” program to provide critical medical care, financial assistance and 
death benefits to law enforcement personnel either seriously injured or killed in the line of duty.

SAFE COP Support Services
For Disabled and Slain Officers
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NPDF FUNDS FUNERAL FOR HERO DHS CUSTOMS AGENT KILLED 
IN THE LINE OF DUTY

The National Police Defense Foundation (NPDF) established the CBP Marine Interdiction Agent 
Michel Maceda, who was killed in the line of duty on November 17, 2022. The hero agent was 
shot and killed during a maritime narcotics interdiction operation near Cabo Rojo, Puerto Rico. He 
and two other agents intercepted a vessel they believed to be transporting narcotics. One of the 
occupants of the vessel opened fire on the agents as they began to board it. All three agents and 
both suspects were shot during the ensuing melee. Over thirteen hundred kilograms of cocaine 
were recovered from the boat the agents were attempting to board. The NPDF came to the aid of 
the agents family by paying for the entire cost of his funeral and interment. 

On October 30, 2022, the National Police Defense Foundation established a canine memorial fund 
for the Slidell, Louisiana Police Department who tragically lost K-9 “Kano” on August 11, 2022 in 
the line of duty.  K-9 Kano were dispatched to a burglary/theft in progress.  Upon arrival the suspect 
fled on foot and entered a wooded area. K-9 Kano tracked the suspect and eventually apprehended 
him. Shortly thereafter K-9 Kano became lethargic and was having trouble breathing. The dog 
was rushed to an animal clinic and was diagnosed with spleen cancer. Kano died due to extreme 
exertion compounded by the cancer. The NPDF donated funds to the Slidell Police Foundation to 
help donate a new police dog to the department.

DONATION OF SLAIN POLICE DOG TO SLIDELL
(LA) POLICE DEPARTMENT

2024 Safe Cop Journal Addendum  Re: ATF Special Agent Carlos Valles

On August 30th, 2023, undercover ATF Special Agent Carlos Valles went to a residence in a city 
near New Orleans for the purpose of purchasing Fentanyl as part of a drug investigation.  After 
entering the apartment, several suspects entered the room with guns drawn where they ordered 
Valles and his informant to lie on the ground in an effort to execute them. In order to escape, they 
jumped off the apartment’s third floor balcony sustaining pernicious injuries where he underwent 
extensive emergency surgery. The NPDF responded by creating the  “Carlos Valles Family Support 
Fund” in order to assist Carlos’ family in defraying the high cost of out-of-state travel and lodging, 
which included a handicapped equipped van during his rehabilitation. Through the generosity of 
NPDF donors, the NPDF raised  over $180,000 to benefit of S/A Valles and his family.  

In June 2024, the National Police Defense Foundation received a request from the Ecuadorian 
National Police requesting humanitarian assistance for Police Sergeant Rolan Guillermo Garcia 
Gonzalez whose leg had to be amputated as the result of a hit and run incident in 2008. The NPDF 
arranged for the purchase a new prosthetic which enabled the sergeant to participate in Paralytic 
sporting activities. This greatly enhanced the Sergeant’s ability to compete, carry out his official 
police duties and once again, have the quality of life he deserves.

2024 NPDF GIVES HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO ECUADORIAN 
POLICE SERGEANT ROLAN GUILLERMO GARCIA GONZALEZ
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POLICE OFFICER MICHAEL HALE
SELMA AL POLICE DEPARTMENT

On September 23, 2018, Michael Hale, a 10-year veteran of the police department, was shot. 
The bullet penetrated his vest, but did not hit any vital organs.  Officer Hale sped away once he 
realized that he was being ambushed, but due to his injuries, lost control of the vehicle and crashed 
approximately one block from the ambush location. The injured policeman radioed for helped and 
a fellow officer rushed him to Vaughn Medical Center in Selma where he was airlifted to a hospital 
in Birmingham. 

SAFE COP Support Services
For Disabled and Slain Officers

(Continued)

POLICE OFFICER SCOTTY HAMILTON
PIKESVILLE KY POLICE DEPARTMENT

On Tuesday, March 13, 2018, while conducting patrol with other officers, Officer Scotty Hamilton 
encountered a suspicious vehicle.  The area was known for drug-trafficking incidents where officers 
were maintaining a presence. Officer Hamilton went up an embankment and was shot in the head 
and pronounced dead at the scene.

DEPUTY SHERIFF SGT. DANIEL SCOTT BAKER
DICKSON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, TENNESSEE

On May 29, 2018, a male resident in the Sam Vineyard Road area off Tidwell Switch Road reported 
seeing a suspicious vehicle.  Deputy Sheriff Sgt. Daniel Scott Baker responded to the call, but after 
a period, failed to check in with dispatchers. Officer Baker’s vehicle was tracked by GPS, and an 
officer with another agency was able to find it in a wooded area about two miles away from the initial 
call.  Baker was found dead inside. The NPDF offered to post a $10,000 reward for the capture of 
the shooting suspect and the suspect has been apprehended pending prosecution.

POLICE OFFICER TYLER HORN
STATESVILLE NC POLICE DEPARTMENT

 On June 15, 2018, Officer Tyler Horn and his partner were on foot routine patrol when a man came 
out of the shadows and shot Officer Horn in the back.  His bullet proof vest took the brunt of the 
gunshot.  The officer was taken to Iredell Memorial Hospital, treated and released.

ATF S/A ADAM DANIELS FAMILY SUPPORT FUND

On October 5th, 2021, in Nashville, Tennessee,  ATF Special Agent Adam Daniels was shot and 
critically wounded in an intense gun battle with a gunman who was out on parole at the time. The 
NPDF at the request of ATF officials established the “S/A Adam Daniels Family Fund” since family 
members needed funds for out of state travel and lodging in order to provide care for the agent 
while he underwent months of rehabilitation. The NPDF was successful in raising tens of thousands 
of dollar through the generosity of its members and supporters, as well as doing a fundraiser 
in Nashville in February 2022, “Adamfest” where renowned country singers gave a concert to 
benefit the fund. On May 11, 2022, S/A Daniels was the recipient of the NPDF Valor award at its 
annual awards dinner. Today, the agent continues to receive rehabilitation that has enabled him to 
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SAFE COP Support Services
For Disabled and Slain Officers

(Continued)

NEWMAN CA POLICE CORPORAL RONIL “RON” SINGH
NEWMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

On December 27, 2018, Corporal Singh was shot and killed by an illegal immigrant during a traffic 
stop for a drunk driving investigation.  He was shot after radioing that he was pulling over a gray 
pickup truck with no license plate.  The suspect was apprehended and the prosecution is pending. 

BLUEFIELD VIRGINIA POLICE OFFICER

On February 16,2019, an unidentified police officer was shot during a routine traffic stop by the 
passenger of the vehicle. The officer was taken to the hospital and treated for serious, but not life 
threatening injuries.  The driver got out of the vehicle and surrendered, however, the passenger 
identified as Donquale M. Gray got behind the wheel and sped away.  The NPDF was contacted by 
the U.S. Marshals where the Safe Cop reward was posted and on March 7, 2019 the suspect was 
reportedly killed during a shootout with federal agents.  

ECUADORIAN CORPORAL ANGELICA BORJA 

In February 2012, NPDF officials were asked by Police Administrators at the Ecuadorian Police 
Hospital in Quito to help 30 year old Corporal Angelica Borja who was victim of a “hit & run” 
accident that occurred in September 2009 during a police stop of a motorist. In August 2012, the 
NPDF successfully arranged and procured for Corporal Borja a prosthetic limb that enabled her 
return to Ecuador where she continues to perform her law enforcement duties as a Police Officer. 

POLICE OFFICER ANTWAN TONEY 
GWINNET COUNTY GA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

END OF WATCH: OCTOBER 20,2018
On October 20, 2018, Officer Antwan Toney and his partner were responding to a call regarding 
a report of people smoking marijuana near the middle school. As the two officers approached the 
vehicle, shots rang out and Officer Toney was struck.  His partner dragged him to safety where 
he was taken to Gwinnett County Medical Center and was pronounced dead. One assailant was 
arrested and charged with Aggravated Assault and another assailant is still at large. 
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SAFE COP Support Services
For Disabled and Slain Officers

(Continued)

ECUADORIAN POLICE CORPORAL NANCY CHOTO 

On April 7, 2013, the NPDF at the request of the Commanding General of the Ecuadorian National 
Police brought into the United States Corporal Nancy Choto for a prosthetic leg after she was the 
victim of a hit and run accident in May 2012. The injuries led to the amputation of her leg and she 
was further traumatized when her husband took his life distressed by her injuries and disability. In 
May 2013, Corporal Choto received her prosthetic leg through the efforts of the NPDF and returned 
to Ecuador where she continues to perform her law enforcement duties as a Police Officer. 

DOMINICAN POLICE COLONEL BIENVENIDO PEREZ (RET)
 

In April 2018, NPDF Delegate to the Dominican Republic Col. Bienvenido Perez while visiting the 
United States had a medical emergency. He was admitted to a New Jersey hospital where he 
was diagnosed for having a 99%   blockage of his Carotid artery, which would have resulted in a 
stroke and or heart attack. NPDF officials immediately arranged for their delegate to undergo an 
emergency operation that is credited for saving his life. The NPDF also established a medical fund 
and arranged for full payment of his medical treatment in the United States. . 



 Tara & Delegate Craig McGraw
PROUD NPDF MEMBERS

Congratulations!
TO THE 

NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION 
Founders Angela & Joe Occhipinti 

On Their                  Anniversary
And The 

2025 Distinguished Honorees

 30th

Keep Up The Excellent Work
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Congratulations
to the 

National Police Defense Foundation 
and to all the

2025 Honorees
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Civil Aid Services, USA

Congratulations 
to the NDPF and all the 2025 Honorees



Scott Munro
President

Rick Simplicio
Vice President

Jeffrey A. Ward
Secretary

Nicholas Masi
Treasurer

DETECTIVES’ ENDOWMENT
ASSOCIATION, INC.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

CITY OF NEW YORK

REPRESENTING

THE GREATEST
DETECTIVES

EXECUTIVE BOARD

IN THE WORLD!

Tony Casilla
Borough Director, Manhattan /
Bronx / Headquarters

John J. Comer
Borough Director, Brooklyn /
Queens / Staten Island

Gilberto Ortiz
Sergeant at Arms

Gregory W. Silverman
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Joseph R. Tallarine
Executive Assistant to the President

TRUSTEES
Daryl Harris
John F. Hourican
Antonio Esposito
Carlos Lozada
Christopher J. Schilling
Brian Meyers
Ronald F. Luparello
Gregory W. Silverman

WELFARE OFFICERS
Timothy Quinn
Richard Baboolal
Ryan Johnston
Cristina Reyes
Troy Alden
Raymond L. Wittick
Marisol Bonilla
Nelson G. Fernandez

Congratulations to
all of tonight’s

honorees!
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License # 308-97N
	 * Union City, NJ................................ 1518 Summit Ave.	 Tel: 201-864-3600
	 * Passaic, NJ...........................................954 Main Ave.	 Tel: 973-470-0190
	 * Hopelawn, NJ....................... 148 New Brunswick Ave.	 Tel: 732-376-9500
	 * Elizabeth, NJ............................. 230 Commerce Place	 Tel: 908-441-9500
	 * Dover, NJ......................................10 W. Blackwell St.	 Tel: 973-749-1600
	 * Augusta, NJ............................................ 85 A US 206	 Tel: 862-397-1004
	 * Phillipsburg, NJ.................................. 200 Fayette St.	 Tel: 908-417-4525
	 * Lakewood, NJ......................... 1900 Swarthmore Ave.	 Tel: 732-201-4909

Visit our Website:
http://ezwheelsdriving.com  • Email: info@ezwheelsdriving.com

Government Funded Grants
are available now in all counties in NJ!

Licensed by the State of New Jersey
“Entry Level Driving Training”
Compliant Training Provided!

We specialize in:

ELDT CDL Training Lessons seven days a week
*Vehicles and Equipped with Dual Brakes*
One on One Training

CDL Class A, Manual & Automatic Transmission
	 CDL Class B (Straight Truck)	 CDL Class B (Bus).

Flexible Scheduling on Refresher Courses

Low Rates
Hablamos
Español

Defensive Driving Point Reduction & Insurance Discount Program (Six Hours).
Job Placement Available

Hazardous Materials Courses Certification
Forklift Courses Certification



JOSEPH CANNELLA, PRESIDENT

THOMAS QUINN, 2ND PRESIDENT

CHRISTINE L. PAMULO, MEMBERSHIP OFFICER

STEVEN HERVAN, SERGEANT AT ARMS

JANET L.WALSH, 1ST PRESIDENT

ROBERT M. ABARNO, TREASURER

CHRISTINA GORDON, COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER

FRANCIS BARRY, CHAPLAIN

JESSICA HERNANDEZ, WEB & GRAPHIC DESIGN

WWW.FOCO.ORG

New York State

F
ra

ter
na

l O
rder of Court Officers

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

   


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

 

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
National Police Defense Foundation

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

   


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

 

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
National Police Defense Foundation



O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

   


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

 

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
National Police Defense Foundation

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

   


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

 

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
National Police Defense Foundation

Best Wishes from
 

EDMUND BERGASSI
The Bergassi Group

35 PORTMAN ROAD
NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801

914-576-9300
FAX: 914-576-7847



Italian Charities of America 
Congratulates the  

National Police Defense Foundation  
On Their 2025 Annual Awards Dinner! 

 

Congratulations and Continued Success to the  
Distinguished 2025 Honorees!  

 

 

Italian Charities of America is a 
501(c)(3) not for profit organization founded in 1936 

 
We offer the following programs and events 

 

                                               Italian Language Courses: 
▪ Italian Language - multi levels  
▪ Italian Conversation & Verbs 

 

 

                                                    Regional Language & Unique Courses: 
▪ Sicilian Language - multi levels 
▪ Sicilian Conversation 
▪ Neapolitan Language - multi levels 
▪ Italian & Italian American Studies 

 

 

                                               Our Annual Special Events & Programs: 
▪ Annual Awards Dinner Dance 
▪ Italian Cultural Events & Performances 
▪ Italian American Speaker Series  
▪ Scholarship Awards Ceremony & Dinner 
▪ Saturday Night Dances 

 
 

         Become A Member! 
▪ Annual Scholarship Nominations  
▪ Discounts on Eligible Events 
▪ Special Invites & Official Mailings 

 

 

Italian Charities of America  
83-20 Queens Boulevard 

Elmhurst NY 11373 
     www.italiancharities.org  

718-478-3100 / italiancharitiesofamerica@gmail.com    
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PATRICK O’MALLEY
1st Vice President

ANTHONY VAZQUEZ
2nd Vice President

PATRICK CULLEN
President

WWW.NYSSCOA.ORG

PRISCILLA FALZON
Treasurer

SHERMAN BLANKS
Secretary

NEW YORK STATE
SUPREME COURT OFFICERS

ASSOCIATION
I.L.A. – A.F.L. – C.I.O.

paws of war

Congratulates
This Year’s National Police Defense Foundation’s 

Distinguished Honorees

We recognize and thank you for your commitment, impact and service.

pawsofwar.org

Woman of the Year 
Admiral Zeita Merchant 

US Coast Guard 
 

Man of the Year 
Tom Homan 

US Border Czar  
 

Humanitarian Award 
Gary Sinise 

Actor

Lifetime Achievement Award 
Ralph Sozio 
US Marshal SDNY 

 
Excellence in Media Award 

Joe Marino 
NY Post Reporter  

 
Member of the Year Award 

ASAC Anthony Lacorazza 
US Secret Service

Helping Both Ends of the Leash
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WE PROUDLY SUPPORT
The National Police Defense Foundation

˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜
CONGRATULATIONS

to
2025 Distinguished Honorees 

Rear Admiral Zeita Merchant 
Thomas “Tom” Douglas Homan 

Gary Sinise 
Ralph Sozio  
Joe Marino  

and
Anthony Lacorazza  

˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜
PITTA LLP

LABOR * EMPLOYMENT * EMPLOYEE BENEFITS * REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE COMPLIANCE 

PITTA BISHOP & DEL GIORNO LLC
LOBBYING * CONSULTING * GOVERNMENT RELATIONS * PUBLIC AFFAIRS * CRISIS MANAGEMENT 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS * BUILDING AND FIRE SAFETY 

PITTA & BAIONE LLP
A 9/11 VICTIM’S COMPENSATION LAW FIRM

111 Washington Ave, Ste 401
Albany, New York 12210
Telephone (518) 449-3320
Facsimile (518) 449-5812

120 Broadway, 28th Floor
New York, New York 10271
Telephone (212) 652-3890
Facsimile (212) 652-3891

1220 19th Street NW, Ste 600
Washington, D.C. 20036
Telephone (202) 505-5780
Facsimile (202) 505-5781
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SERGEANTS BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 
Police Department, City of New York 

Congratulations  
To All Of  

Tonight’s Honorees 
 

VINCENT J. VALLELONG 
PRESIDENT 

 
Edmund J. Small   Vice President 
Edward Geary   Treasurer 
William Morrissey   Recording Secretary 
Anthony Borelli   Financial Secretary 
Donald Kipp   H & W Secretary 
John Collins   City-Wide Secretary 
Catherine Kunst  Marshal 
Joseph P. Robinson  Sergeant at Arms 

 
DIRECTORS 

John Christie, Bklyn South  Santo Collado, HQ/PA 
Brian Latva, Queens South  Michael Curry, Housing 
James Gatto, Staten Island  Clyde Jasmin, Transit 
Michael Daly, Det. Bureau Troy Peacock, Bklyn North 
James Centeno, Queens North Ashleigh Sofia, Bronx 
Kenneth Jefferson, Man. South Thomas Zaleski, Man. North 
Doug Walden, SOD 

57 Leonard Street 
New York, NY  10013 

www.sbanyc.org 

Congratulations 
to the

and Joseph Occhipinti
on 

of
Protecting and Supporting 

Law Enforcement

30 Years
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LAW ENFORCEMENT
TRIBUTE EDITION

To Honor Those Who Have Worn A Badge 
In Service To Their Community & Country

MADE IN AMERICA, OR NOT MADE AT ALL    |    LIFETIME WARRANTY    |    100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE

To Learn More Scan the QR Code
or Visit HenryUSA.com

Chambered in .22 S/L/LR, this heirloom-quality fi rearm 
is designed to be passed down through generations, 
just like the values it represents. Whether displayed 
with pride or taken to the range, it stands as a powerful 
reminder of the commitment made by those who
wear the badge.

Henry Repeating Arms salutes America’s
law enforcement—thank you for your service.

For those who serve and protect, the Henry Law 
Enforcement Tribute Edition Rifle is a lasting symbol 
of gratitude and respect. This rifle features detailed 
engravings, a hand-painted genuine American Walnut 
buttstock, and 24kt gold embellishments that pay 
tribute to the courage, sacrifi ce, and unwavering 
dedication of America’s law enforcement offi cers.

Left receiver 
engraving detail

Anthony Lacorazzo
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PLEASE MAIL YOUR CHECK OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION TO: 
National Police Defense Foundation  •  Membership Processing Center  •  21 Kilmer Drive Bldg 2 Suite C •  Morganville, NJ 07751

Or fax this with credit card info to: 732-862-1444, or pay online at www.npdf.org

Dear NPDF Member:
Please find enclosed your official 2024 National Police Defense Foundation (NPDF) Membership Package. The NPDF offers 
its members numerous benefits including participation in several affinity programs available on our website www.npdf.org that 
provide discounts to you and your immediate family. One major benefit is the ability to order official DMV Safe Cop organizational 
license plates in New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania. Please contact the NPDF at 732-617-2330 for additional information 
on its member benefits and programs. Your donation helps fund NPDF's operations and program services.

Shop our NPDF apparel and accessories on www.npdf.org, under the Member Donation Program tab.

Member Name:  __________________________________ Member Number: ______________ Email: _____________________________

Address: _______________________________________ City: ________________________ State: _______ Zip: __________________

Phone: _________________________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell:_______________________________

MEMBER DATA

NPDF MEMBERSHIP - DONATION FORM
The NPDF is an IRS 501(c)(3) non-profit foundation and proud sponsor of the “Safe Cop” and “Operation Kids” Programs. Your membership dues or donation is tax deductible.

NPDF reserves the right to approve all applications for membership.
Any misuse of NPDF Property is subject to immediate forfeiture.
You must be an NPDF member to possess NPDF accessories.

     SUB TOTAL 

     Shipping & Handling

 DESCRIPTION QTY. DONATION TOTAL

TOTAL 

METHOD OF PAYMENT   Please Check One:  CHECK

 VISA  MASTERCARD     AMERICAN EXPRESS  DISCOVER

Name:** ____________________________________________________________________
Account #:** ________________________________________Expiration Date:**  __________
Signature:** _______________________________ 3 or 4 Digit Security Code:** __________
Billing Address:** _____________________________________________________________
** REQUIRED 

Restrictions Apply - One per member. 
Documents and photo required.

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement”

Member Donation Program (Please select one item from the above categories)
2024 Family Member Card ($3 each / Limit 10)
NEW Photo Identification Card & Wallet Package $65

The NPDF is an IRS approved 501(c) (3) non-profit 
organization wherein tax-deductible donations  

are needed to fund important police support services  
and charitable programs, such as  

Safe Cop and Operation Kids.

2024 Membership Dues _________________

Donation Item _________________________

  _________________________  

  _________________________

  _________________________

  _________________________

Total _________________________________

APPAREL (SIZES: Sm • Med • Lg • XL • 2XL)

___ $115 WINTER JACKET
___ $115 Softshell Hybrid Jacket - Blck/Grey
___ $65 NPDF Golf Shirt Blue
___ $65 Windbreaker Sport-Tek Jacket - Blue
___ $65 Quarter Zip Sports Wick NPDF Letters Blue
___ $65 Quarter Zip Sports Wick W Badge Black
___ $65 Full Zip Hoodie with Badge - Black
___ $75 Quarter Zip Pullover - Green
___ $30 Unisex Baseball Tee Blue & Grey
___ $30 Circle T-Shirt Blue or Grey

CARDS (limit 10 cards per year)

___ $3.00 each - Honorary Cards
___ $3.00 each - Family Cards

HATS

___ $30 Grey Beenie Hat with Badge
___ $30 Flag Hat
___ $30 Flag Rim Hat
___ $30 NPDF Hat

ACCESSORIES

___ $15 Key Chain
___ $15 Money Clip
___ $15 Badge Pin
___ $10 Mouse Pad
___ $15 NPDF Mug
___ $25 25th Anniversary Coin in Case
___ $20 Certificate

ORDER FORM

NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

YOUR NAME HERE 
YOUR MEMBER # 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement”

2024

YOUR
NAME 
HERE

YOUR NAME HERE
TITLE

 
Address

Address Line 2
 

Phone
Email Address

888-SAFE-COP • www.npdf.org

NPDF BUSINESS CARDS

___ $85 for 50 Cards
___ $110 for 100 Cards
___ $160 for 250 Cards

NPDF PHOTO ID

___ $30 Photo ID Card
___ $40 Photo ID Wallet
___ $65 Photo ID Card & Wallet

NPDF LEATHER WALLET
MEMBER BADGE 

W/CREDENTIAL CARDS
$160

2024 MEMBERSHIP DONATION PROGRAM  (must be a member to participate)

INCLUDED

Liuzzo & Associates

Proudly supports the 
National Police Defense Foundation

for its dedication to the 
Protection and Support of Law Enforcement

and all of its Charitable Contributions

We wish the Foundation sustained success
as it continues in its noble endeavors.

       Annalisa Liuzzo, Partner	 Francesca Fava, Partner

Liuzzo & Associates
One Penn Plaza, Suite 2103
New York, New York 10119

Tel. (212) 736-2100
Fax (212) 736-2159
www.liuzzolaw.com

Liuzzo & Associates is a firm dedicated to the practice of U.S. Immigration & Nationality Law
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We are proud to support the work of the
National Police Defense Foundation,
for their unwavering commitment to 

the law enforcement community 
and to public safety.

Congratulations to the 2025 
Distinguished Honorees; you inspire us all.

GOD BLESS YOU! 

The Federal Enforcement Homeland
Security Foundation was formed to assist
Federal Agents through supporting their

families with emergency funding. In
particular, FEHSF provides monetary

support to families of Agents and officers
who are seriously injured or killed in the

line of duty protecting the nation’s citizens
or enforcing our laws. Additionally, FEHSF
supports those Agents or Agents’ families

during times of personal difficulties,
tragedies or financial hardship.

A G E N C Y ‘ S  W E  S U P P O R T :

W H A T  W E
D O :

FEHSF is a direct giving
Charitable Foundation whose
mission is to honor fallen and

wounded heroes in Federal
Law Enforcement and their

immediate families in time of
need. FEHSF provides

Financial Grants to Federal
Agents and their families

within 24-48 hours of
notification. 

FEDERAL ENFORCEMENT
HOMELAND SECURITY

FOUNDATION 

C O N T A C T  F O R  M O R E
I N F O R M A T I O N

212-239-7000
INFO@FEHSF.ORG
WWW.FEHSF.ORG

150 EAST 58TH STREET
27TH FLOOR
NEW YORK, NY 
10155

SINCE ITS INCEPTION, FEHSF HAS
GIVEN OUT APPROXIMATELY 4

MILLION DOLLARS IN GRANTS TO
THE FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT

COMMUNITY. 
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
National Police Defense Foundation

The NPDF Executive Director, Joseph Occhipinti 
and his wife, Angela, were honored to receive 

a VIP invitations to attend Donald J. Trump’s 
Presidential Inauguration and related 

ceremonies in Washington, D.C on January 20, 2025.

Joseph Occhipinti said, “What an honor 
for National Police Defense Foundation 
officials to be invited to such a historic 
event and we were honored to attend 
the Presidential Liberty Ball where we 
met many VIP’s, elected officials and 
the representatives of major police 
organizations nationwide.

Joseph Occhipinti 
and his wife, Angela 

attending the 
Presidential Liberty Ball

Proceeds to benefit the 

RAMEF DMemoir by Joseph Occhipinti

I Never Stood a Chance

Joseph Occhipinti is a native New Yorker where his desire to be 
involved in community service led him to a career in law enforcement. 
He graduated from Brooklyn College where he earned a BA degree.

In January 1969, Joe joined the U.S. Army Reserves, where for six 
years he served as a Military Policeman. In March 1972, Joe was 
appointed as a Customs Patrol Officer where he was assigned to 
investigate international smuggling and organized crime.

In 1976, Joe transferred to the INS as a Special Agent where he 
became one of the country’s foremost experts on ethnic organized crime. Joe worked deep 
undercover and infiltrated a drug cartel that led to one of the largest cocaine seizures at that 
time. In 1984, Joe became the youngest agent to be promoted to Chief of the NYC Anti-
Smuggling Unit.

In 1989, Joe initiated a multi-agency task force “Project Bodega” to investigate a drug cartel 
implicated in the murder of a NYPD officer. In retaliation, the cartel set-up Joe on fabricated 
civil rights allegations that led to his prosecution, conviction and imprisonment. However, 
due to public outrage, President George H.W. Bush granted Joe “Executive Clemency” on 
January 15, 1993 and on December 23, 2020, President Donald J. Trump granted him a 
“Full and Unconditional Pardon” with a personal apology for Joe’s injustice.

In 1995, Joe established the National Police Defense Foundation, where he still volunteers 
as its Executive Director. Joe was instrumental in exposing many injustices against officers 
through the national media. He also had the foresight to establish the congressionally 
recognized “Safe Cop” program that helps arrest and convict criminals who shoot at or kill 
an officer. Joe’s notoriety as a humanitarian is attributed to his “Operation Kids” program 
which arranges life-saving operations for children worldwide. Joe has been recognized for 
these efforts by the media, elected officials, state legislatures and foreign governments, 
including Pope Francis.

Joe served on the executive board of several fraternal police organizations which included 
the Federal Agents PBA as President for 18 years. Today, Joe is considered one of the most 
decorated federal agents in the United States, credited with 3 Attorney General Awards and 
78 commendations for meritorious service and valor. 

Joe resides in New Jersey with his wife of 50 years, Angela, 3 married daughters and 6 
grandchildren.

Christian Faith
Publishing

$29.95

R
A

M
E

F
D

M
em

oir by Joseph Occhipinti

I Never Stood a Chance

DRUGS, CONSPIRACY, AND 
A CORRUPT JUSTICE SYSTEM

The Memoirs of Federal Agent Joseph Occhipinti
Who Exposed Drugs, Conspiracy 

and a Corrupt Justice System

METHOD OF PAYMENT   Please Check One:  CHECK

 VISA  MASTERCARD     AMERICAN EXPRESS  DISCOVER

$19.95 SOFTCOVER  •  $29.95 HARDCOVER  •  $5.00 SHIPPING

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

*Account #: ________________________________________ *Expiration Date:  __________

Signature: _________________________________ *3 or 4 Digit Security Code: __________

*Billing Address:  _____________________________________________________________
*required field

FOR A PERSONALIZED COPY 
CALL 732-617-2330 

OR EMAIL AT JARBITAL@NPDF.ORG

AVAILABLE AT:

FILL OUT BELOW:
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The NPDF Executive Director, Joseph Occhipinti 
and his wife, Angela, were honored to receive 

a VIP invitations to attend Donald J. Trump’s 
Presidential Inauguration and related 

ceremonies in Washington, D.C on January 20, 2025.

Joseph Occhipinti said, “What an honor 
for National Police Defense Foundation 
officials to be invited to such a historic 
event and we were honored to attend 
the Presidential Liberty Ball where we 
met many VIP’s, elected officials and 
the representatives of major police 
organizations nationwide.

Joseph Occhipinti 
and his wife, Angela 

attending the 
Presidential Liberty Ball

Proceeds to benefit the 

RAMEF DMemoir by Joseph Occhipinti

I Never Stood a Chance

Joseph Occhipinti is a native New Yorker where his desire to be 
involved in community service led him to a career in law enforcement. 
He graduated from Brooklyn College where he earned a BA degree.

In January 1969, Joe joined the U.S. Army Reserves, where for six 
years he served as a Military Policeman. In March 1972, Joe was 
appointed as a Customs Patrol Officer where he was assigned to 
investigate international smuggling and organized crime.

In 1976, Joe transferred to the INS as a Special Agent where he 
became one of the country’s foremost experts on ethnic organized crime. Joe worked deep 
undercover and infiltrated a drug cartel that led to one of the largest cocaine seizures at that 
time. In 1984, Joe became the youngest agent to be promoted to Chief of the NYC Anti-
Smuggling Unit.

In 1989, Joe initiated a multi-agency task force “Project Bodega” to investigate a drug cartel 
implicated in the murder of a NYPD officer. In retaliation, the cartel set-up Joe on fabricated 
civil rights allegations that led to his prosecution, conviction and imprisonment. However, 
due to public outrage, President George H.W. Bush granted Joe “Executive Clemency” on 
January 15, 1993 and on December 23, 2020, President Donald J. Trump granted him a 
“Full and Unconditional Pardon” with a personal apology for Joe’s injustice.

In 1995, Joe established the National Police Defense Foundation, where he still volunteers 
as its Executive Director. Joe was instrumental in exposing many injustices against officers 
through the national media. He also had the foresight to establish the congressionally 
recognized “Safe Cop” program that helps arrest and convict criminals who shoot at or kill 
an officer. Joe’s notoriety as a humanitarian is attributed to his “Operation Kids” program 
which arranges life-saving operations for children worldwide. Joe has been recognized for 
these efforts by the media, elected officials, state legislatures and foreign governments, 
including Pope Francis.

Joe served on the executive board of several fraternal police organizations which included 
the Federal Agents PBA as President for 18 years. Today, Joe is considered one of the most 
decorated federal agents in the United States, credited with 3 Attorney General Awards and 
78 commendations for meritorious service and valor. 

Joe resides in New Jersey with his wife of 50 years, Angela, 3 married daughters and 6 
grandchildren.
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Publishing
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I Never Stood a Chance

DRUGS, CONSPIRACY, AND 
A CORRUPT JUSTICE SYSTEM

The Memoirs of Federal Agent Joseph Occhipinti
Who Exposed Drugs, Conspiracy 

and a Corrupt Justice System

METHOD OF PAYMENT   Please Check One:  CHECK

 VISA  MASTERCARD     AMERICAN EXPRESS  DISCOVER

$19.95 SOFTCOVER  •  $29.95 HARDCOVER  •  $5.00 SHIPPING

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

*Account #: ________________________________________ *Expiration Date:  __________

Signature: _________________________________ *3 or 4 Digit Security Code: __________

*Billing Address:  _____________________________________________________________
*required field

FOR A PERSONALIZED COPY 
CALL 732-617-2330 

OR EMAIL AT JARBITAL@NPDF.ORG

AVAILABLE AT:

FILL OUT BELOW:
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
National Police Defense Foundation

We are proud to support the work of the
National Police Defense Foundation,
for their unwavering commitment to 

the law enforcement community 
and to public safety.

Congratulations to the 2025 
Distinguished Honorees; you inspire us all.

GOD BLESS YOU! 

The Federal Enforcement Homeland
Security Foundation was formed to assist
Federal Agents through supporting their

families with emergency funding. In
particular, FEHSF provides monetary

support to families of Agents and officers
who are seriously injured or killed in the

line of duty protecting the nation’s citizens
or enforcing our laws. Additionally, FEHSF
supports those Agents or Agents’ families

during times of personal difficulties,
tragedies or financial hardship.

A G E N C Y ‘ S  W E  S U P P O R T :

W H A T  W E
D O :

FEHSF is a direct giving
Charitable Foundation whose
mission is to honor fallen and

wounded heroes in Federal
Law Enforcement and their

immediate families in time of
need. FEHSF provides

Financial Grants to Federal
Agents and their families

within 24-48 hours of
notification. 

FEDERAL ENFORCEMENT
HOMELAND SECURITY

FOUNDATION 

C O N T A C T  F O R  M O R E
I N F O R M A T I O N

212-239-7000
INFO@FEHSF.ORG
WWW.FEHSF.ORG

150 EAST 58TH STREET
27TH FLOOR
NEW YORK, NY 
10155

SINCE ITS INCEPTION, FEHSF HAS
GIVEN OUT APPROXIMATELY 4

MILLION DOLLARS IN GRANTS TO
THE FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT

COMMUNITY. 
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
National Police Defense Foundation

PLEASE MAIL YOUR CHECK OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION TO: 
National Police Defense Foundation  •  Membership Processing Center  •  21 Kilmer Drive Bldg 2 Suite C •  Morganville, NJ 07751

Or fax this with credit card info to: 732-862-1444, or pay online at www.npdf.org

Dear NPDF Member:
Please find enclosed your official 2024 National Police Defense Foundation (NPDF) Membership Package. The NPDF offers 
its members numerous benefits including participation in several affinity programs available on our website www.npdf.org that 
provide discounts to you and your immediate family. One major benefit is the ability to order official DMV Safe Cop organizational 
license plates in New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania. Please contact the NPDF at 732-617-2330 for additional information 
on its member benefits and programs. Your donation helps fund NPDF's operations and program services.

Shop our NPDF apparel and accessories on www.npdf.org, under the Member Donation Program tab.

Member Name:  __________________________________ Member Number: ______________ Email: _____________________________

Address: _______________________________________ City: ________________________ State: _______ Zip: __________________

Phone: _________________________________________ Fax: ________________________ Cell:_______________________________

MEMBER DATA

NPDF MEMBERSHIP - DONATION FORM
The NPDF is an IRS 501(c)(3) non-profit foundation and proud sponsor of the “Safe Cop” and “Operation Kids” Programs. Your membership dues or donation is tax deductible.

NPDF reserves the right to approve all applications for membership.
Any misuse of NPDF Property is subject to immediate forfeiture.
You must be an NPDF member to possess NPDF accessories.

     SUB TOTAL 

     Shipping & Handling

 DESCRIPTION QTY. DONATION TOTAL

TOTAL 

METHOD OF PAYMENT   Please Check One:  CHECK

 VISA  MASTERCARD     AMERICAN EXPRESS  DISCOVER

Name:** ____________________________________________________________________
Account #:** ________________________________________Expiration Date:**  __________
Signature:** _______________________________ 3 or 4 Digit Security Code:** __________
Billing Address:** _____________________________________________________________
** REQUIRED 

Restrictions Apply - One per member. 
Documents and photo required.

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement”

Member Donation Program (Please select one item from the above categories)
2024 Family Member Card ($3 each / Limit 10)
NEW Photo Identification Card & Wallet Package $65

The NPDF is an IRS approved 501(c) (3) non-profit 
organization wherein tax-deductible donations  

are needed to fund important police support services  
and charitable programs, such as  

Safe Cop and Operation Kids.

2024 Membership Dues _________________

Donation Item _________________________

  _________________________  

  _________________________

  _________________________

  _________________________

Total _________________________________

APPAREL (SIZES: Sm • Med • Lg • XL • 2XL)

___ $115 WINTER JACKET
___ $115 Softshell Hybrid Jacket - Blck/Grey
___ $65 NPDF Golf Shirt Blue
___ $65 Windbreaker Sport-Tek Jacket - Blue
___ $65 Quarter Zip Sports Wick NPDF Letters Blue
___ $65 Quarter Zip Sports Wick W Badge Black
___ $65 Full Zip Hoodie with Badge - Black
___ $75 Quarter Zip Pullover - Green
___ $30 Unisex Baseball Tee Blue & Grey
___ $30 Circle T-Shirt Blue or Grey

CARDS (limit 10 cards per year)

___ $3.00 each - Honorary Cards
___ $3.00 each - Family Cards

HATS

___ $30 Grey Beenie Hat with Badge
___ $30 Flag Hat
___ $30 Flag Rim Hat
___ $30 NPDF Hat

ACCESSORIES

___ $15 Key Chain
___ $15 Money Clip
___ $15 Badge Pin
___ $10 Mouse Pad
___ $15 NPDF Mug
___ $25 25th Anniversary Coin in Case
___ $20 Certificate

ORDER FORM

NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

YOUR NAME HERE 
YOUR MEMBER # 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement”

2024

YOUR
NAME 
HERE

YOUR NAME HERE
TITLE

 
Address

Address Line 2
 

Phone
Email Address

888-SAFE-COP • www.npdf.org

NPDF BUSINESS CARDS

___ $85 for 50 Cards
___ $110 for 100 Cards
___ $160 for 250 Cards

NPDF PHOTO ID

___ $30 Photo ID Card
___ $40 Photo ID Wallet
___ $65 Photo ID Card & Wallet

NPDF LEATHER WALLET
MEMBER BADGE 

W/CREDENTIAL CARDS
$160

2024 MEMBERSHIP DONATION PROGRAM  (must be a member to participate)

INCLUDED

Liuzzo & Associates

Proudly supports the 
National Police Defense Foundation

for its dedication to the 
Protection and Support of Law Enforcement

and all of its Charitable Contributions

We wish the Foundation sustained success
as it continues in its noble endeavors.

       Annalisa Liuzzo, Partner	 Francesca Fava, Partner

Liuzzo & Associates
One Penn Plaza, Suite 2103
New York, New York 10119

Tel. (212) 736-2100
Fax (212) 736-2159
www.liuzzolaw.com

Liuzzo & Associates is a firm dedicated to the practice of U.S. Immigration & Nationality Law
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National Police Defense Foundation

LAW ENFORCEMENT
TRIBUTE EDITION

To Honor Those Who Have Worn A Badge 
In Service To Their Community & Country

MADE IN AMERICA, OR NOT MADE AT ALL    |    LIFETIME WARRANTY    |    100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE

To Learn More Scan the QR Code
or Visit HenryUSA.com

Chambered in .22 S/L/LR, this heirloom-quality fi rearm 
is designed to be passed down through generations, 
just like the values it represents. Whether displayed 
with pride or taken to the range, it stands as a powerful 
reminder of the commitment made by those who
wear the badge.

Henry Repeating Arms salutes America’s
law enforcement—thank you for your service.

For those who serve and protect, the Henry Law 
Enforcement Tribute Edition Rifle is a lasting symbol 
of gratitude and respect. This rifle features detailed 
engravings, a hand-painted genuine American Walnut 
buttstock, and 24kt gold embellishments that pay 
tribute to the courage, sacrifi ce, and unwavering 
dedication of America’s law enforcement offi cers.

Left receiver 
engraving detail

Anthony Lacorazzo
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SERGEANTS BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 
Police Department, City of New York 

Congratulations  
To All Of  

Tonight’s Honorees 
 

VINCENT J. VALLELONG 
PRESIDENT 

 
Edmund J. Small   Vice President 
Edward Geary   Treasurer 
William Morrissey   Recording Secretary 
Anthony Borelli   Financial Secretary 
Donald Kipp   H & W Secretary 
John Collins   City-Wide Secretary 
Catherine Kunst  Marshal 
Joseph P. Robinson  Sergeant at Arms 

 
DIRECTORS 

John Christie, Bklyn South  Santo Collado, HQ/PA 
Brian Latva, Queens South  Michael Curry, Housing 
James Gatto, Staten Island  Clyde Jasmin, Transit 
Michael Daly, Det. Bureau Troy Peacock, Bklyn North 
James Centeno, Queens North Ashleigh Sofia, Bronx 
Kenneth Jefferson, Man. South Thomas Zaleski, Man. North 
Doug Walden, SOD 

57 Leonard Street 
New York, NY  10013 

www.sbanyc.org 

Congratulations 
to the

and Joseph Occhipinti
on 

of
Protecting and Supporting 

Law Enforcement

30 Years
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WE PROUDLY SUPPORT
The National Police Defense Foundation

˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜
CONGRATULATIONS

to
2025 Distinguished Honorees 

Rear Admiral Zeita Merchant 
Thomas “Tom” Douglas Homan 

Gary Sinise 
Ralph Sozio  
Joe Marino  

and
Anthony Lacorazza  

˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜
PITTA LLP

LABOR * EMPLOYMENT * EMPLOYEE BENEFITS * REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE COMPLIANCE 

PITTA BISHOP & DEL GIORNO LLC
LOBBYING * CONSULTING * GOVERNMENT RELATIONS * PUBLIC AFFAIRS * CRISIS MANAGEMENT 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS * BUILDING AND FIRE SAFETY 

PITTA & BAIONE LLP
A 9/11 VICTIM’S COMPENSATION LAW FIRM

111 Washington Ave, Ste 401
Albany, New York 12210
Telephone (518) 449-3320
Facsimile (518) 449-5812

120 Broadway, 28th Floor
New York, New York 10271
Telephone (212) 652-3890
Facsimile (212) 652-3891

1220 19th Street NW, Ste 600
Washington, D.C. 20036
Telephone (202) 505-5780
Facsimile (202) 505-5781
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PATRICK O’MALLEY
1st Vice President

ANTHONY VAZQUEZ
2nd Vice President

PATRICK CULLEN
President

WWW.NYSSCOA.ORG

PRISCILLA FALZON
Treasurer

SHERMAN BLANKS
Secretary

NEW YORK STATE
SUPREME COURT OFFICERS

ASSOCIATION
I.L.A. – A.F.L. – C.I.O.

paws of war

Congratulates
This Year’s National Police Defense Foundation’s 

Distinguished Honorees

We recognize and thank you for your commitment, impact and service.

pawsofwar.org

Woman of the Year 
Admiral Zeita Merchant 

US Coast Guard 
 

Man of the Year 
Tom Homan 

US Border Czar  
 

Humanitarian Award 
Gary Sinise 

Actor

Lifetime Achievement Award 
Ralph Sozio 
US Marshal SDNY 

 
Excellence in Media Award 

Joe Marino 
NY Post Reporter  

 
Member of the Year Award 

ASAC Anthony Lacorazza 
US Secret Service

Helping Both Ends of the Leash



Italian Charities of America 
Congratulates the  

National Police Defense Foundation  
On Their 2025 Annual Awards Dinner! 

 

Congratulations and Continued Success to the  
Distinguished 2025 Honorees!  

 

 

Italian Charities of America is a 
501(c)(3) not for profit organization founded in 1936 

 
We offer the following programs and events 

 

                                               Italian Language Courses: 
▪ Italian Language - multi levels  
▪ Italian Conversation & Verbs 

 

 

                                                    Regional Language & Unique Courses: 
▪ Sicilian Language - multi levels 
▪ Sicilian Conversation 
▪ Neapolitan Language - multi levels 
▪ Italian & Italian American Studies 

 

 

                                               Our Annual Special Events & Programs: 
▪ Annual Awards Dinner Dance 
▪ Italian Cultural Events & Performances 
▪ Italian American Speaker Series  
▪ Scholarship Awards Ceremony & Dinner 
▪ Saturday Night Dances 

 
 

         Become A Member! 
▪ Annual Scholarship Nominations  
▪ Discounts on Eligible Events 
▪ Special Invites & Official Mailings 

 

 

Italian Charities of America  
83-20 Queens Boulevard 

Elmhurst NY 11373 
     www.italiancharities.org  

718-478-3100 / italiancharitiesofamerica@gmail.com    
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Best Wishes from
 

EDMUND BERGASSI
The Bergassi Group

35 PORTMAN ROAD
NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801

914-576-9300
FAX: 914-576-7847



JOSEPH CANNELLA, PRESIDENT

THOMAS QUINN, 2ND PRESIDENT

CHRISTINE L. PAMULO, MEMBERSHIP OFFICER

STEVEN HERVAN, SERGEANT AT ARMS

JANET L.WALSH, 1ST PRESIDENT

ROBERT M. ABARNO, TREASURER

CHRISTINA GORDON, COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER

FRANCIS BARRY, CHAPLAIN

JESSICA HERNANDEZ, WEB & GRAPHIC DESIGN

WWW.FOCO.ORG

New York State

F
ra

ter
na

l O
rder of Court Officers
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Scott Munro
President

Rick Simplicio
Vice President

Jeffrey A. Ward
Secretary

Nicholas Masi
Treasurer

DETECTIVES’ ENDOWMENT
ASSOCIATION, INC.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

CITY OF NEW YORK

REPRESENTING

THE GREATEST
DETECTIVES

EXECUTIVE BOARD

IN THE WORLD!

Tony Casilla
Borough Director, Manhattan /
Bronx / Headquarters

John J. Comer
Borough Director, Brooklyn /
Queens / Staten Island

Gilberto Ortiz
Sergeant at Arms

Gregory W. Silverman
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Joseph R. Tallarine
Executive Assistant to the President

TRUSTEES
Daryl Harris
John F. Hourican
Antonio Esposito
Carlos Lozada
Christopher J. Schilling
Brian Meyers
Ronald F. Luparello
Gregory W. Silverman

WELFARE OFFICERS
Timothy Quinn
Richard Baboolal
Ryan Johnston
Cristina Reyes
Troy Alden
Raymond L. Wittick
Marisol Bonilla
Nelson G. Fernandez

Congratulations to
all of tonight’s

honorees!
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License # 308-97N
	 * Union City, NJ................................ 1518 Summit Ave.	 Tel: 201-864-3600
	 * Passaic, NJ...........................................954 Main Ave.	 Tel: 973-470-0190
	 * Hopelawn, NJ....................... 148 New Brunswick Ave.	 Tel: 732-376-9500
	 * Elizabeth, NJ............................. 230 Commerce Place	 Tel: 908-441-9500
	 * Dover, NJ......................................10 W. Blackwell St.	 Tel: 973-749-1600
	 * Augusta, NJ............................................ 85 A US 206	 Tel: 862-397-1004
	 * Phillipsburg, NJ.................................. 200 Fayette St.	 Tel: 908-417-4525
	 * Lakewood, NJ......................... 1900 Swarthmore Ave.	 Tel: 732-201-4909

Visit our Website:
http://ezwheelsdriving.com  • Email: info@ezwheelsdriving.com

Government Funded Grants
are available now in all counties in NJ!

Licensed by the State of New Jersey
“Entry Level Driving Training”
Compliant Training Provided!

We specialize in:

ELDT CDL Training Lessons seven days a week
*Vehicles and Equipped with Dual Brakes*
One on One Training

CDL Class A, Manual & Automatic Transmission
	 CDL Class B (Straight Truck)	 CDL Class B (Bus).

Flexible Scheduling on Refresher Courses

Low Rates
Hablamos
Español

Defensive Driving Point Reduction & Insurance Discount Program (Six Hours).
Job Placement Available

Hazardous Materials Courses Certification
Forklift Courses Certification
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
National Police Defense Foundation
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
National Police Defense Foundation

Civil Aid Services, USA

Congratulations 
to the NDPF and all the 2025 Honorees
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
National Police Defense Foundation



 Tara & Delegate Craig McGraw
PROUD NPDF MEMBERS

Congratulations!
TO THE 

NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION 
Founders Angela & Joe Occhipinti 

On Their                  Anniversary
And The 

2025 Distinguished Honorees

 30th

Keep Up The Excellent Work
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
National Police Defense Foundation
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
National Police Defense Foundation

Congratulations
to the 

National Police Defense Foundation 
and to all the

2025 Honorees
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LAST YEARS AWARD RECIPIENTS

PERSON OF THE YEAR
Patrick J. Ryder

Nassau County Police Department 

LIFE TIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
SAC Frank A. Tarentino III
U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration

BUSINESSMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
 Peter Unanue

Executive Vice President of Goya Foods

DISTINGUISHED MEMBER AWARD
Dennis J. Sugrue
Associate Member

DET. JACK HOLDER 
MEDAL OF HONOR AWARD

Superintendent Mali Shoshana 
Israeli National Police

MARIO APUZZO, ESQ. 
COMBAT CROSS AWARD
Police Officer Blake Andrews
Columbus Police Department

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Dr. Jordon Josephson 

NPDF Police Surgeon
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NYPD AND THE PORT OF AUTHORITY POLICE DEPARTMENT HONOR GUARD AND PIPE & DRUM BAND

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE BY GIANNA, TYLER & ALLEGRA 
MALECKI,  GABRIELLE & MATTHEW TONELLI 

AND SHANE RIZZO

ARTHUR LAI SINGING THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

NY POLICE DEPARTMENT CHAPLAIN INVOCATION

2024 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

~ 2024 NPDF Awards Dinner ~



“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"

O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

  
  O

p
e

ra
ti

o
n

 K
id

sTM
 SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
 

FLEOA FND PRESIDENT JON ADLER, NDPF DIRECTOR JOSEPH 
OCCHIPINTI AND USSS ASAC ANTHONY LACORAZZA

NDPF DIRECTOR JOSEPH OCCHIPINTI WITH
CHIEF ROBERT CARON

NDPF DIRECTOR JOSEPH OCCHIPINTI WITH
CHAPLAIN RABBI TVZI BERKOWITZ AND RABBI ITCHY HESHCEL

NDPF DIRECTOR JOSEPH OCCHIPINTI WITH
DELEGATE CHARLIE BROWN

NDPF DIRECTOR JOSEPH OCCHIPINTI WITH PRESIDENT EMERITUS JACK HOLDER'S FAMILY

~ 2024 NPDF Awards Dinner ~
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~ Memories of the Past Year ~

WOODBRIDGE, NJ POLICE RECOGNIZE NPDF FAMILY MEMBER, 
GABRIELLE TONELLI FOR HER DESIGN OF A POLICE MAGNET 

TO CELEBRATE AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH.

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL WOMAN IN LAW ENFORCEMENT 
HONORS NPDF FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 

JOSEPH OCCHIPINTI 

ON AUGUST 22, 2024, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR RECEIVED 
THE INTEGRITY AWARD, FROM PRESIDENT JAMES 

FERGUSON OF THE DET. BARNEY FERGUSON EMERALD 
LEGACY FUND AWARDS DINNER.  

ON SEPTEMBER 8, 2024, NPDF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JOSEPH 
OCCHIPINTI AND DELEGATE MICHAEL BECKER 

HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF MEETING ACTOR GARY SINISE 
AND SOL MOGLEN WHO CREATED THE 

“THE BROOKLYN 9/11 WALL OF REMEMBRANCE“ 
IN CONEY ISLAND, NY



~ Memories ~
NPDF Past Distinguished Honorees

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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1998 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Special Achievement Awards	 Sean Hannity	 WABC Radio, Fox Network, Hannity & Colmes Show
	 Special Achievement Awards	 Curtis Sliwa	 WABC Radio, Founder of Guardian Angels
	 Special Achievement Awards	 Bob Grant	 WOR Radio
	 Special Achievement Awards	 Al Guart	 Investigative Reporter New York Post
	 Special Achievement Awards	 Tappy Phillips	 ABC News
	 Law Enforcement Service Award	 Rev. William “Bill” Kalaidijian	 Sr. Chaplain NYC Police Department
	 			   Federal Bureau of Investigations, New York Office
2000 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Honorable Guy V. Molinari	 Staten Island Borough President
	 Special Achievement Award	 Steve Dunleavy	 Columnist New York Post		
	 Operation Kids Humanitarian Award
	 Robert Donno, Chairman, Gift of Life	 Dr. Sean Levchuck	 St. Francis Hospital
	 Hon. Hernan Holquin Consul General of Ecuador	 Fr. Brian J. Jordan	 St. Francis Church

2001 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Congressman Benjamin Gilman			 
	 Profiles in Courage Award 	 Ted Buczek	 Survivor the Shield
	 Special Achievement Awards
		  Captain Patrick Harnett	 Lieutenant Joseph Reznick 	 Captain Ken Roe
		  Detective Sam Gribbin	 Detective George Kennedy	 Detective Tom Nerny		            
		  Detective Joe Piraino                          	 Detective John Ryan	 Detective Eddie Velasques               
		  Detective Ralph Angalada	 Detective Jim Conaboy	 Detective Nelson Thau
		  Detective Jerry Giorgio	 Special Agent Joseph Occhipinti	 Detective Tony Imperato	           
		  Detective John Hickey	 Detective Robert Small	 Captain Salvatore Blando NYC Police Dept.

2002 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Bernard Kerik Ret.	 Commissioner New York City Police Department 
	 Woman of the Year	 Dr. Deborah Mandell	 Director of NPDF Psychological Services 
	 Profiles in Courage Award	 Sargeant John McLaughlin	 Police Officer William Jimeno 		
	 Special Achievement Award	 Chief Robert Caron	 Port Authority Police New York & New Jersey
	 Oper. Kids Special Achievement 	 Police Officer Joseph Zarrelli	 NYC Police Department (Ret.)
	 Special Unit Citation Award	 Spec. Agent Richard Marx Federal Bureau of Inv.	 Deputy Inspector James Luongo NYC Police Dept.
			   SA Joseph Glori US Customs Service	 SA Mark Norberg U.S. Secret Service
			   Lt. Bruce Bovino NYC Police Dept.	 Senior Ins. Jack Russo U.S. Customs Service
			   Det. Arthur J. Williams NYC Police Dept.	 Lt. Brian Tierney Port Authority Police of NY & NJ

2003 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Woman of the Year	 Honorable Leslie Crocker Snyder	 New York Supreme Court Judge
	 Man of the Year	 Bill Clark	 (Ret) NYPD Detective Exec. Producer “NYPD Blue” 
	 Special Achievement Award 	 Detective Gregory O’Connell 	 (Ret.)		
	 Profiles in Courage Award
		  Detective Jeffrey Scott Hornoff	 Narcotic Agent John “Sparky” McLaughlin	 Narcotic Agent Charles Micewski
		  Narcotic Agent Dennis McKeefery	 Narcotic Agent Eggles				  

2004 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Woman of the Year	 Honorable Jeanine Pirro	 District Attorney of Westchester County
	 Man of the Year	 Honorable Daniel M. Donovan, Jr.	 District Attorney of Staten Island
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 Detective Thomas Nerney	 (Ret) New York City Police Det. (1st Grade) 

2005 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Colonel Tom Tyrell	 (US MC/Ret CEO, Intrepid Sea,
	 Special Achievement Award 	 Angela Occhipinti 	 NPDF Office Administrator
	 Special Achievement Award 	 Dick Brennan	 Fox 5 News Correspondent
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 Lt. Frank Ferreyra	 New York State FOP President
	 Group Achievement Award	 Federal Bureau of Investigation	 Group 22, New York City

2006 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Bob Grant	 Celebrity Radio Host
	 Woman of the Year	 Anna Venditti	 Survivor of the Shield	
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 Chief Christopher Trucilo	 Port Authority Police of NY & NJ 
	 President’s Award 	 Norman Seabrook 	 Pres.  Correction Officer’s Benevolent Association
	 Distinguished Member Award  	 Cpt. Robert Basso	 Inspector General New York Guard, Army Division	
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2007 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Monsignor Robert J. Romano	 Deputy Chief Chaplain NYC Police Department
	 Woman of the Year	 Christine Sloan	 CBS Channel 2 News	  
	 Lifetime Achievement	 SSA Charles Ferrigno	 US Department of Homeland Security	
	 President’s Award 	 Chief Michael Scagnelli 	 New York City Police Department
	 Distinguished Member	 Louis Carlucci	 WWII Hero		

2008 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of The Year	 Senator Martin J, Golden	 State of New York
	 Woman of The Year	 P.O. Leigh Ann Hester	 Franklin, TN Police Department		
	 Lifetime Achievement Award 	 William “Bill” Genet –	 NY City Police Department (Ret.)		
	 President’s Award	 Viola M. Pourie  	 National President, IPA, US Section	
	 Distinguished Member Award	 Stuart R. GraBois, Esq.	 NY District Council of Carpenters Benefit Fund

2009 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Sheriff Al Lamberti 	 Broward County Sherriff’s Office
	 Woman of the Year	 Inspector Theresa Shortell	 Commanding Officer NYPD Special Victims Unit 
	 Lifetime Achievement 	 Inspector Lawrence Fields 	 Port Authority Police of N.Y. & N.J. 
	 President’s Award 	 Michael Palladino - 	 President Detective’s Endowment Association
	 Distinguished Member	 Stanley Milstein	 Civil Enforcement NYS Department of Taxation & Finance	

2010 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Congressman Peter King	 111th Congress- 2nd session 2010
	 Woman of the Year	 Hon. Kathleen M. Rice	 District Attorney of Nassau County
	 Lifetime Achievement Award 	 John F. Bourges 	 N.Y.P.D. Detective (Ret) 1st Lt. U.S. Army Reserves	  
	 President’s Award	 Tony Navarro 	 President Orange County Shields
	 Excellence in Media Award	 Shepard Smith 	 Fox 5 News Anchor
	 Distinguished Member Award  	 Michael Rosato	 PO, New York City Police Department (Ret)	

2011 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Michael T. Cornacchia, Esq.	 Former Assistant U.S. Attorney NPDF Legal Counsel
	 Woman of the Year	 Patricia Coulaz	 Gift of Life, Inc.
	 Lifetime Achievement Award 	 ASAC James J. Hunt 	 Drug Enforcement Administration, N.Y.C.
 	 President’s Award	 Anthony Arciprete 	 DUI Coordinator of Monroe County
	 Profiles in Courage Award	 SAC Hugo J. Barrera	 Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms, Miami
			   ASAC Joseph Anarumo
			   S/A William Clark 

2012 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year 	 David Shafer Asst. Special Agent in Charge,	 N.Y.C. Federal Bureau of Investigation
	 Lifetime Achievement Award 	 John Hickey 	 New York City Police Detective (Ret).	
	 President’s Award 	 Special Agent Jon Adler 	 Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association
	 Distinguished Member Award  	 Chief John DePrima 	 (Ret) Operations Kids Administrator
	 Excellence in Media Award 	 Brian G. Thompson  	 Correspondent, NBC Channel 4 News

2013 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year 	 Nick Turturro 	 Actor CBS Drama, “Blue Bloods”
	 Humanitarian Award	 Hon. Lenin Moreno Garces	 Vice President of Ecuador
	 Lifetime Achievement Award 	 SSA Jack Garcia (Ret) 	 Federal Bureau of Investigation
	 Valor Award	 Lt. Tyree Bacon	 NYS Court Officer
	 Profiles in Courage Award	 Mrs. Christine Levinson 	 Spouse of FBI SSA Robert Levinson (Ret
	 Legislator of the Year	 Hon. Bill Pascrell, Jr.	 Member of Congress
	 Members Of The Year 	 Jose Zhanay  	 NPDF Delegate to Ecuador
			   C.O. Norma Delgado (Ret.)	 NPDF Delegate

2014 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year 	 His Eminence Edward Cardinal Egan	 Archbishop Emeritus of New York
	 President’ s Award 	 SCA James T. Hayes, Jr. 	 U.S. Dept of Homeland Investigations, NYC
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 SSA Konrad Motyka 	 President Emeritus F.B.I. Agents Assoc.
	 Distinguished Member Award 	 Henry Leshnower	 Exec. Secretary FOP Memorial Lodge 100
	 Legislator of the Year Award	 Hon. Diane J. Savino 	 New York State Senator
	 Profiles in Courage Award	 Caden McGuire – battling with cancer 	 Tyler Seddon – battling with cancer	

2015 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year 2015 	 Honorable Vincent Prieto 	 New Jersey Speaker of the Assembly
	 Excellence in Media Award	 2015  Philip Messing 	 Reporter, New York Post
	 President’s Award	 Sergeant Richard Angeletti	 NYPD HWY. Patrol Pres. NYPD Columbia Association
	 Lifetime Achievement Award 	 Guy V. Molinari, Esq	 Former Staten Island Borough President, 
				      Former New York Congressman		
	 Distinguished Member Award  	 Chairman Liu Wei	 NPDF Delegate to China

continued
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2016 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 P.O. Jesse Hartnett	 Philadelphia Police Department Survived Terror Attack
	 Woman of the Year	 Mary Jo Buczek, Survivor of the Shield	 Founder PO Michael Buczek Little League
	 President’s Award	 Charles”Chuck” Wepner	 New Jersey State Heavyweight Champion
	 Distinguished Member Award  	 Dhimant Balar	 Administrator of NPDF Operation Kids

2017 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Person of the Year	 Micheal Essig, President	 New York State Fraternal Order of Police
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 Hon. Bridget G. Brennan	 NYC Special Narcotics Presecutor
	 President’s Award	 SAC Bruce Sackman, US Veterans Admin. (Ret)	 President, Society of Professional Investigations (SPI)
	 Distinguished Member Award  	 Lt. Karl Milligan	 NPDF Delegate to Washington, D.C.
	 Citizen Valor Award	 Thomas Yoxall	 Hero Citizen-Saved the Life of Arizona State Trooper

2018 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Man of the Year	 Lawrence Byrne, Deputy Comm. for Legal Matters		 New York City Police Department
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 Hon. Anthony A. Scarpino, Jr.		  District Attorney
	 President’s Award	 Special Agent Nathan Catura, National		  President, Federal Law Enforcement Officers Assoc.
	 FEF Administrators Award  	 Daniel A. Nigro		  Fire Commissioner, City of New York
	 Member of the Year	 Special Agent Ray Hagemann (Ret.)		  Drug Enforcement Administrator
	 Businessman of the Year	 Joseph Foruni		  Owner of Foruni's Restaurant
	 Profile in Courage Award	 Patricia Ann McDonald		  Mayor of Village of Mayerne, New York

2019 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
	 Person of the Year	 Chief Paul M. Cell, President		  International Association of Police Chiefs
	 Lifetime Achievement Award	 Deputy Commissioner Joseph Reznick		  New York City Police Department
	 President’s Award	 Patrick P. O'Carroll, Executive Director		  Federal Law Enforcement Officers Assoc.
	 Citizen of the Year Award  	 11-year-old Tyler Carach		  AKA "The Donut Buy"
	 Distinguished Member Award	 NPDF Delegate Craig McGraw	
	 Operation Kids Humanitarian Awards	 Hon. David Paterson		  55th New York Governor
			   Francesca M. Teconi		  Camp Wonder

2021 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 
	 Woman of the Year 	 Chief Martine Materasso 	 New York City Police Department 
	 Man of the Year	 Superintendent Patrick J. Callahan 	 New Jersey State Police 
	 Legislator of the Year Award	 Congressman Chris Smith
	 President’s Award	 Patrick J. Brosnan, Founder & CEO	 Brosnan Risk Consultants, LTD 
	 Law Enforcement Group Achievement Award		  Larry Cosme, National President
				    Donald Mikalek, Executive Director 
				    Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association
2022 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 
	 Woman of the Year 	 Chief Carmen Best (Ret.) 	 Seattle Police Department 
	 Man of the Year	 Special Agent Adam Daniels 	 ATF
	 Life Time Achievement Award	 SAC John Devito	 ATF
	 Businessman of the Year Award	 Jack Ciattarelli	 Galen Publishing, CEO 
	 Legislator of the Year Award	 Hon. Bruce Blakeman	 Nassau County, NY, County Executive
	 President’s Award	 SAC Anthony Salisbury	 US Department of Homeland Security 
	 Law Enforcement Group Achievement Award	 Edward Cetnar	 Superintendent, Port Authority Police of NY & NJ

2023 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 
	 Person of the Year	 Mick McHale	 National Association of Police Organization
	 Life Time Achievement Award	 Special Agent Ricky Patel	 US Department of Homeland Investigations
	 Business Person of the Year Award	 Joni Capobianco	 AMG Demolition, CEO 
	 Media In Excellence Award	 The Blue Magazine	 Moment of Silence
	 Valor Award	 Agent Jacob Albarado	 US Border Patrol
				  
2024 NPDF ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 
	 Person of the Year	 Patrick J. Ryder	 Nassau County Police Department
	 Life Time Achievement Award	 SAC Frank A. Tarentino III	 US Drug Enforcement Administration
	 Businessman of the Year Award	 Peter Unanue	 Executive Vice President of Goya Foods
	 Distinguished Member Award	 Dennis J. Sugre	 Associate Member
	 Det. Jack Holder Medal of Honor Award	 Superintendent Mali Shoshana	 Israeli National Police
	 Mario Apuzzo, Esq. Combat Cross Award	 Police Officer Blake Andrews 	 Columbus Police Department
	 Special Achievement Award	 Dr. Jordon Josephson	 NPDF Police Surgeon
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New York State Fraternal Order of Police 
Memorial Lodge 100 

PO BOX 090864 
BROOKLYN, NY 11209-0864 

 
 

 

                                             

 

 

 
PRESIDENT 
RICHARD CLIFFORD 
NYPD LT (RET) 
 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
MICHELLE SCHAEFER 
NYPD LT (RET) 
 
1ST VICE PRESIDENT 
WILLIAM LARNEY 
NYPD LT (RET) 
 
2ND VICE PRESIDENT 
STEPHEN BIRBIGLIA 
NYPD LT (RET) 
 
SECRETARY    
RICHARD G. BERMUDEZ 
NYPD SGT (RET) 
 
TREASURER 
VANISE B. LINDSEY 
NYCDOC CO (RET) 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
CHRISTOPHER T. MANNING 
NYPD LT (RET) 
 
SERGEANTS AT ARMS 
DAVID E. FURMAN 
NYPD SGT (RET) 
 
ANTHONY IURILLO 
NYPD PO (RET) 
 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
RICHARD G. BERMUDEZ 
NYPD SGT (RET) 
 
CHAIR OF TRUSTEES 
DEAN ROBERTS 
NYPD DET (RET) 
 
CHIEF LEGAL COUNSEL 
RUSSELL A. MAURO, ESQ. 
 
CHAPLAIN 
MSGR. ROBERT J. ROMANO 
NYPD ASST CHIEF CHAPLAIN 
 

MEMORIAL LODGE 100 
CONGRATULATES 

THE NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE 
FOUNDATION 

AND THEIR 2025 DISTINGUISHED 
HONOREES 

Admiral Zeita Merchant, USCG 
 

Tom Homan, US Border Czar 
 

Gary Sinise 
 

Ralph Sozio, US Marshall SDNY 
 

Joe Marino, NY Post 
 

Anthony Lacorazza, USSS  
 

NEVER FORGET THE FALLEN, HONOR THEIR MEMORY 
 

Fraternally 
Rich Clifford 

& the Brothers and Sisters of Memorial Lodge 100 
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HISPANIC AMERICAN LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATION
501 (C) (3) NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

P.O. BOX 24148
JERSEY CITY, NJ 07304

(862)217-4161
HALEA1986@HALEA.ORG

WWW.HALEA.ORG

Lizette Anderson
President

Tamahine I. Rivera
1st Vice President

Carla Espinel
2nd Vice President

Javier Toro
Treasurer

Zulma Cabrera
Financial Secretary

Catherine Averhoff
Trustee

Lorenzo Tosado
Trustee

Jason Fermin
Trustee

Francisco S. Guzman
Legal Counsel

Vladimir Rene
Legal Counsel

Michael Bobodilla
Sergeant at Arms

Daniel Sollitti
Honor Guard Commander

Mayra Munoz
Activities Coordinator 

Donna Roman-Hernandez
Community Relations

David Tafur
Media Coordinator/
Recording Secretary

Vanessa D’Amato
Media Coordinator

Joshua Rodriguez
Bishop

" IN UNITY THERE IS STRENGTH" LIKE US

HALEA proudly supports the 
National Police Defense Foundation to benefit charitable
endeavors and program services. Plus also congratulates 

the 2025 Distinguished Honorees.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
TThhee  NNPPDDFF  oouurr  ddeeaarr  ffrriieenndd,,  JJoosseepphh  OOcccchhiippiinnttii,,  

BBoorrddeerr  CCzzaarr  TToomm  HHoommaann,,  aanndd  ttoo  aallll  
tthhee  22002255  hhoonnoorreeeess..    
FFRROOMM  YYOOUURR  FFRRIIEENNDDSS  AATT  TTHHEE  ::  

HHEELLPP  UUSS  SSUUPPPPOORRTT  OOUURR  PPOOLLIICCEE,,  FFIIRREE,,  MMIILLIITTAARRYY  MMOOSS’’  AANNDD  TTHHEEIIRR  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  !!  

1100TTHH  AAnnnnuuaall  AAwwaarrddss  DDiinnnneerr::  TThhuurrssddaayy,,  AAUUGGUUSSTT  2211,,  22002255  66--1100PPMM    

IRISH LEGACY AWARD:  NYPD PIPES & DRUMS BAND –NYPD EMERALD SOCIETY 

IRISHMAN OF THE YEAR : Lt./BANDMASTER DAN O’GRADY – NYPD-COUNTER TERRORISM 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD:  P.O. KEVIN MURPHY – NYPD/ N.Y.C.P.B.A. 

 IRISH PATRIOT AWARD:    JAMES HAMILTON, ESQ.  – PRESIDENT AOH DIV III 

PRESIDENT’S AWARD: SGT.  PHILLIP WANDERMAN – YONKERS P.D. 

EMT OF THE YEAR  AWARD: LT.  VINCENT VARIALE – EMS-FDNY, PRESIDENT UEMSO 

JJUULLIIAANNOO’’SS  RREESSTTAAUURRAANNTT::  770000  MMAAIINN  SSTT..  NNEEWW  RROOCCHHEELLLLEE,,  NN..YY..    

TTIICCKKEETTSS::    PPAAIIDD    BBYY  88//11//2255  AARREE  $$9955//PPEERR  PPEERRSSOONN  ((AATT  DDOOOORR  $$111100))    

JJOOUURRNNAALL  AADD’’SS  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE    

CCHHEECCKKSS  TTOO::  DDEETT..  BBAARRNNEEYY  FFEERRGGUUSSOONN  FFUUNNDD,,  PPOO  BBOOXX  88660033,,  PPEELLHHAAMM,,  NN..YY..  1100880033    
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Uniformed Firefighters Association 

of Greater New York ● Local 94, IAFF AFL-CIO 

204 East 23rd Street 
New York, NY 10010 

212-683-4832 
www.ufanyc.org 

 

Eric DioGuardi 
Recording Secretary 

Engine 72 

Michael Schreiber 
Health & Safety Officer 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Ladder 116 

 Dennis Tveter 
Queens Trustee 

Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Ladder 127 

Marc Doré 
Bronx Trustee 

Engine 46 

Joseph Connolly  
Fire Marshal Rep 

Robert C. Eustace  
Vice President 

Ladder 27 

Christopher Viola 
Treasurer 
Engine 65 

Douglas Carroll 
Brooklyn Trustee 

Retired 

Noah Müeller 
Manhattan Trustee 

Ladder 40 

Robert Unger 
Staten Island Trustee 

Retired 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Andrew Ansbro  

President 
Marine 1  
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 LT. DET. JOSEPH PETROSINO  
ASSOCIATION IN AMERICA, INC. 

                        www.petrosinousa.org          917-544-2202        ppetrosino@petrosinousa.org 
 
 
 
Board of Directors 
Hon. James C. Lisa – Chairman 
Comm. Robert G. Fonti  
Jerry D’Amato  
Peggy Petrosino  
Joseph A. Petrosino, Esq.  
Joseph Monticciolo, FAIA 
 
Hon. Jack Como – Chairman*    
 
Officers 
Robert G. Fonti, President 
Jerry D’Amato, Executive Vice 
President/Treasurer 
Vincent D. LeVien-VP-External Affairs 
Domenick Priante-VP-Media 
Peggy Petrosino-Secretary  
 
Vincenzo M. D’Angelo – VP* 
 
Honorary Chairpersons 
Loreto D’Aiuto- Hon. Chairman/International  
Carol D’Auria- Hon. Chairwoman 
Uff. Cav. Joseph Scelsa, Ed.D–Hon Chairman 
Hon. Peter F. Vallone-Hon.Chairman 
 
Cav. Joseph Mattone –Hon Chairman* 
Hon. Richard Grace-Hon Chairman* 
 
Advisory Committee  
Rag. Pasquale Carucci 
John A. Durso 
Uff.Cav. Maria Fosco 
Hon. Justice James J. Golia (Ret.) 
Hon. Justice Joseph G. Golia (Ret.) 
Hon. Justice Joseph F. Lisa (Ret.) 
Hon. Anthony Manetta 
Rocco Manzolillo 
Cono Morena 
Giuseppe Pena  
 
Hon. Paul Vallone* 
 
*Deceased 
 
 

Mailing Address: Lt. Det. Joseph Petrosino Association in America, Inc. 11-20 154 Street. Whitestone, NY 11357 
The Lt. Det. Joseph Petrosino Association in America Foundation is a 501 ( c ) 3 – All donations are deductible in accordance with IRS laws 

  

  

 
     THE LT. DET. JOSEPH PETROSINO 

ASSOCIATION IN AMERICA, INC. 
            CONGRATULATES 

THE NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE 
FOUNDATION ON THEIR 2025 
ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 

 
BEST WISHES TO THE EXECUTIVE 

BOARD, STAFF AND 
ADMINISTRATION 

           
           TO OUR GOOD FRIEND   
          ANTHONY LACORAZZA  
 
AND TO ALL OF THE DISTINGUISHED  

2025 HONOREES 
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Congratulations to this Year’s 

Honorees and Continued Success to 
 

The National Police Defense Foundation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IGNAZIO ARTALE 
Chief Operations Officer 

 
 
 

 
INTEGRITY   QUALITY   RELIABILITY 

 

Construction Managers/General Contractors 
 
 

86-40 122nd Street, Richmond Hill, NY 11418  
Main Office (718) 441-6717 Fax (718) 441-6714 
Cellular: (917) 682-5330 
E-mail: iartale@otcany.com  
Website: www.otcany.com
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CONGRATULATIONS
to this year's award recipients for their dedication 

to protect and serve the community and 
continued success of the police foundation
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THE WESTCHESTER B.L.U.E. FOUNDATION 
BROTHERS IN LAW ENFORCEMENT UNITING EFFORTS 

 
PROVIDING ASSISTANCE TO POLICE OFFICERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

 
““TThhee  FFiirrsstt  RReessppoonnddeerrss  ffoorr  OOuurr  FFiirrsstt  RReessppoonnddeerrss””  

 

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  ttoo    
  

TThhee  NNaattiioonnaall  PPoolliiccee  DDeeffeennssee  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  
&&  AAllll  ooff  TToonniigghhtt’’ss  AAwwaarrddeeeess  

 
If you, or someone you know is a police officer in need of assistance, or you would like more information on 

who we are, please visit us @ www.westchesterblue.org 
Or call (844) WST BLUE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Westchester B.L.U.E. Foundation is a recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization Tax ID #45-2034907 
All donations are tax deductible 
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THE FINEST FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
215 PARK ROW, SUITE 2 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10038 

 
The Finest FCU supports the NPDF and 

Congratulates all 2025 Annual Awards Dinner 
Honorees 

  
RREEAASSOONNSS  TTOO  JJOOIINN  

TTHHEE  FFIINNEESSTT  FFEEDDEERRAALL  CCRREEDDIITT  UUNNIIOONN  

• Main office in NYC and over 5,600 shared branches Nationwide. 
• Surcharge free Atm access at over 85,000 Atm's Nationwide 

including all Citibank Atm’s (Apple Pay & Google Pay included). 
• Great rates on savings accounts (0.50% APR) and CD’s (1YR CD = 

3.50% APR), subject to change. 
• Free Interest-bearing Checking account with no required 

minimum balance and no maintenance fees. 
• Personal loans, Auto loans, Mortgages at low rates - easy 

application and approval process. 
• Retirement Planning / Wealth Management - Free Consultation 
• Online banking including free bill pay and remote deposit capture. 

You can download our mobile APP by searching for “The Finest 
Federal Credit Union”.   

• Join online at https://thefinestfcu.org/forms-
applications/membership-application/ 

• Please call or text Keith Stone, CEO, at 646-661-1331 with any 
questions or email us at memberservices@thefinestfcu.org 

#INTHEFINESTWETRUST 
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                 Congratulations 

       National Police Defense Foundation 

              2025 Distinguished Honorees 
MMaann  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr  --  TToomm  HHoommaann,,  UUSS  BBoorrddeerr  CCzzaarr  

WWoommaann  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr  --  AAddmmiirraall  ZZeeiittaa  MMeerrcchhaanntt,,  UUSS  CCooaasstt  GGuuaarrdd  

HHuummaanniittaarriiaann  AAwwaarrdd  --  GGaarryy  SSiinniissee,,  AAccttoorr     

LLiiffeettiimmee  AAcchhiieevveemmeenntt  AAwwaarrdd  --  RRaallpphh  SSoozziioo,,  UUSS  MMaarrsshhaall  SSDDNNYY  

EExxcceelllleennccee  iinn  MMeeddiiaa  AAwwaarrdd  --  JJooee  MMaarriinnoo,,  RReeppoorrtteerr  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  PPoosstt   

MMeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr  AAwwaarrdd  --  AAnntthhoonnyy  LLaaccoorraazzzzaa  AASSAACC  UUSS  SSeeccrreett  SSeerrvviiccee  

                                                                                                                                     

                           Sea Gate Law Enforcement Foundation                                 

                                                        

                                          

 
                            Cav. George Greco 

                                    Cav. Ignazio Artale 

                                    Hon. Edward Rytter 

                                    Hon. Gary Giallombardo 
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Timothy N. Cowen
President

Keith Blatz
1st Vice President

Brian J. Sharkey
Treasurer

Kathleen McMahon
Financial Secretary

Lawrence McArdle
VP-City Wide

Christopher Chamberlain
VP-Headquarters

Michael McCabe
VP-Rikers Island

Kevin E. Quinn
VP-Retirees

Bridget Luby Esposito
Recording Secretary

Connor Olsen
Sgt at Arms

Trustees:
Thomas B. Farrell, Chairman      
Kathleen Mulvey
Michael Hourihane
Richard Palmer
Robert Ellis

Chaplains:
Father Christopher Heanue
Sister Margaret McCabe

James W. Mulvey *
James Slattery*
Adam McQuillan*
Vincent Toner*
Thomas Fitzsimmons*
John P. Clark*
Wiliam J. Kennedy*
Thomas J. Hayes Jr.
Bernard Cassidy Jr.
Brian J. Sharkey
Brian P. Riordan
Kevin E. Quinn
Edmund Duffy
Thomas B. Farrell
Thomas Betts
Michael Barzal
Ryan Gunning
Roy G. Miller

EMERALD SOCIETY 

The NYCD Emerald Society Inc.  is  a registered 501(c)3 Non Profit  EIN #853661767
Charter Member-Grand Council  of  United Emerald Societies Inc

Charter Member-National Conference of  Law Enforcement Emerald Societies 
Affi l iated with the New York City Saint Patrick’s Day Parade 

Past Presidents:

Correction Department,  City of  New York        
PO Box 38

Atlantic Beach, New York 11509
Organized in 1955 

“Keeping the Tradition Aive”

Congratulations to 

Joe Occhipinti and the 
National Police Defense Foundation  

Tom Homan
and 

all the Honorees

Fraternally,
Timothy N. Cowen

President



“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"

O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

   O
p

e
ra

ti
o

n
 K

id
sTM

  
  O

p
e

ra
ti

o
n

 K
id

sTM
 SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
   SAFE C

O
P

TM
 

     P.O. Box 780558, 55-02 69th Street, Queens, NY 11378 
        nypdpulaski.org - mail@nypdpulaski.org 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 
Martha Byrd 
President  
 
Rafal Jankowski 
First Vice President 
 
Martin Toczek 
Second Vice President 
 
Eugene Canapi 
Executive Secretary 
 
Mateusz Tkaczuk 
Treasurer 
 
Joanna Derkcacz 
Recording Secretary 
 
Jennifer Krajewski 
Financial Secretary 
 
Gregory Chupa 
Corresponding Secretary & 
Events Coordinator 
 
Christina Gryziec 
Sergeant at Arms 
 
TRUSTEE 
 
Citywide Trustee 
Michael Mienko 
 
Bronx Trustee 
Tomasz Pulstelny 
 
Brooklyn Trustee 
Lukasz Osemlak 
Julia Nazim 
 
Manhattan Trustee 
Andrew Ternes 
Steven Wody 
 
Queens Trustee 
Thomas Wnek 
Keith Machtel 
 
Staten Island Trustee 
Sylwia Zukowski 
 
Editor 
Stefan Komar 
 
Retired Members Representative: 
Thomas Ryan 
 
Attorney at Law 
Alexander J. Malewski Jr. 
 
Chaplains 
Monsignor Joseph Kozlowski* 
Rev Marion A. Gural* 
Re Edward M Kachurka 
 
PAST PRESIDENTS: 
 
Michael Labowski * 
Stephen J. Gecewicz* 
Anthony J. Pierzgalski* 
Peter C. Bartoszek* 
Edward C. Bang* 
Joseph E. Mottle 
Philip J. Mandzik 
Joseph E. Lubomski 
Diane T. Bronski 
Andrew Leoniak* 
William Dobranski 
Julian M. Dwornik 
Thomas J. Ryan 
Anne Marie B. Verbil 
Peter J. Bartoszek 
Michael E. Lukowski 
Richard C. Narog 
Peter J, Bartoszek 
Donna Zabo 
 
 
 
*Deceased 

NYPD 
Pulaski 

Association 
Congratulates 

 

The National Police Defense Foundation 
On Their 30th Annual Awards Dinner. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
To All The Honorees, Especially Two Former  

New York City Police Officers 
 

Ralph Sozio 
US Marshal, Southern District 

Receiving The Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

Anthony Lacorazza 
Assistant To The Special Agent In Charge 

United States Secret Service 
Receiving Member Of The Year Award 

 
 

WE RECOGNIZE AND HONOR 
 

Woman Of The Year 
Rear Admiral Zeita Merchant 

Commander, PSC, United States Coast Guard 
A True Trailblazer 

 

Man Of The Year 
Thomas “Tom” Douglas Homan 

United States Border Czar 
 

Gary Siniese  
Receiving The Humanitarian Award,  

More Than Just A Friend To Military And Law Enforcement 
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The Policewomen's Endowment Association
Proudly Supports: 

The PEA Congratulates All 
Distinguished Honorees and Award Recipients

The National Police Defense Foundation
2025 Annual Awards Dinner

Policewomen’s Endowment Association 
One Police Plaza
C/O Room 1407

New York, NY 10038-1403
Instagram: nypdpea

Erica Bukowiecki- President 
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LOUIS NEWMAN & COMPANY, LOUIS NEWMAN & COMPANY, LLCLLC.
15 West 4715 West 47thth Street Suite 708 Street Suite 708

New York, NY 10036New York, NY 10036
Tel:212-719-2626Tel:212-719-2626
Fax:212-764-4329Fax:212-764-4329

Congratulations to the National Police Defense Foundation on its annual awards dinner.

We proudly salute the National Police Defense Foundation for their unwavering dedication 
and incredible work in supporting law enforcement across the nation. Your tireless efforts 
in promoting public safety, protecting officers, and advocating for justice make a lasting 
difference in our communities. 

We also extend our heartfelt congratulations to this year's honoree's. Your exceptional 
service and commitment inspire us all.

Thank you for your leadership, bravery, and commitment to the law enforcement 
community.

The Louis Newman & Company Family
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BOB SCHATZphone: (201) 489-7006 or (732) 807-4056email: b.schatz@bprotectedalarm.comweb: www.bprotectedalarm.com

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the NPDF,

Joe and Angela Occhipinti and Staff
for 30 Years of Supporting Law Enforcement

A Special Congratulations 
for All the 2025 Honorees 

and Scholarship Recipients!
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RICBON SERVICE STATION89-16 Metropolitan AvenueRego Park, New York 11374718.275.8600Complete Auto, Truck, Diesel Diagnostics and RepairProudly Serving As NYPD Authorized RepairCenter For All Department VehiclesDesignated Federal Signal Service CenterSUPPORTING OUR LAW ENFORCEMENTOffering discounted parts and services for all members and their families.



Asphalt Asphalt 

Drainage Drainage 

www.liblacktopandmason.comwww.liblacktopandmason.comCall Keith: 631-827-6018Call Keith: 631-827-6018

Parking lotsParking lots
DrivewaysDriveways

Brick patiosBrick patios

StoopsStoops
WalkwaysWalkways SealcoatingSealcoating

Line strippingLine stripping
BluestoneBluestone

CobblestoneCobblestone

GET 10% OFF ANY CONCRETE,
MASONRY OR PAVING JOB!
*At the time of First Estimate ONLY.

SPRING SPECIAL
GET 10% OFF ANY CONCRETE,
MASONRY OR PAVING JOB!
*At the time of First Estimate ONLY.

SPRING SPECIAL

Keith Cell: (631) 827-6018
www.liblacktopandmason.com  

MASON Inc.BLACKTOP &
Long Island

MASON Inc.BLACKTOP &
Long Island
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MASON Inc.
631-827-6018

BLACKTOP &
Long Island

Over 17 years in business, and hundreds of 

Family owned, most reputable, trusted, and high-rated 
paving company of Long Island!

happy customers!

Quality you can trust, prices you can a�ord!

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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CONGRATULATIONS
to the NPDF,

Joe & Angela Occhipinti and Staff
on 30 Years Supporting Law Enforcement

732.462.6862
48 Thoreau Drive • Freehold, NJ 07728

Freehold@minutemanpress.com

BEST WISHES

CONGRATULATIONS
to

Joe and Angela Occhipinti
on the

30th Anniversary
of the 

National Police Defense Foundation

Congratulations also to all the 2025
Honorees and Scholarship Recipients!

From
Seth and Janice

&

A R B I TA L

BOB SCHATZ

phone: 	(201) 489-7006
	 (732) 807-4056
email: 	 b.schatz@bprotectedalarm.com
web: 	 www.bprotectedalarm.com

ALARM COMPANY



“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE  
FOUNDATION  

 
“Proud Sponsors of the “Safe Cop Program”  

 

Invites its Members to support its Organizational Safe Cop 
License Plate Program by visiting www.npdf.org or calling 

888-SAFE-COP   
 

 

 

 
 
Joseph Occhipinti       Michael J. Palladino 
Executive Director     President 
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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CORPORATE SPONSORS
Black Intro Operations
Blue Lives Matter
Dr. Robert Ghalili
Federal Enforcement Homeland Security Foundation
Grand Council of United Emerald Societies Inc.
Henry Repeating Arms
Lanzo Plumbing & Sewer
Liuzzo & Associates
Michael Cornacchia Law Firm 
New York Supreme Court Officers Association
NPDF Chaplain Carlos Rios
Pansini & Pizzica Attorneys at Law
Pitta, Bishop & DelGiorno, LLC
Princeton Brain & Spine Care LLC
United Leg Wear

JOURNAL  SUPPORTERS
Anthony Pope Law Firm
Happy Travel - Joe Bennett, NPDF Member
Black Nitro Operations- Frank Hendron
Blue Lives Matter
Blue Magazine
Columbia Association Sanitation
C.O.B.A
Craig & Tara McGraw
Lanzo Plumbing & Sewer
D.E.A
Det. Barney Ferguson Legacy Fund
E-Z Wheels Driving School
Finest Federal Credit
Federal Enforcement Homeland Security Foundation 
FEHSF
Fraternal Order of Court Officers 
Grand Council of United Emerald Societies Inc.
Goya Foods
H.A.L.E.A.

Premier Development – Tomas Gil, NPDF Member 
Henry Repeating Arms
Italian Welfare League
Italian Charities
Joseph Romano Law Firm
LI Black Top & Mason, Keith Flores, NPDF Member
Louis Newman and Company
Liuzzo & Associates
Lt. Joseph Petrosino Association of America
Lukin Center for Psychotherapy
Michael T. Cornacchia, Esq.
NJ Police Honor Legion
NYPD Columbia Association
New York FOP Memorial Lodge 100
NPDF Chaplain Rabbi Isaac M. Heschel
NPDF Member Edmund Bergassi
NPDF Member Robert Shatz
NYPD Pulaski Association
NYPD Sergeants Benevolent Association
NY Police Shop (Pauls Uniform)
NYS Supreme Court Officers - NYS
On-Trac Construction Associates, Inc.
Old Bridge PBA Local 127
Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC
Patriot Electric Corp
Pansini & Pizzica Attorneys at Law
Paws Of War	
Princeton Brain & Spine Care LLC
Profit Marketing, Inc.
Ricbon
Russo's On the Bay
Retired Detectives PD of New York
Sea Gate Law Enforcement
Seth & Janice Arbital
Uniform Firefighters Association
United Leg Wear
Westchester Blue
Westchester COBA

The National Police Defense Foundation Recognizes The 
Following Supporters For Their Continued Support



“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
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Joseph R. HareBernard ZimmermanElmer FalcioneAleksander MariniE-Z Wheels Driving SchoollKenneth WestKwang Sook KimYuen FanAtlantic City PBA Local No. 24Edwin AlvaradoSeihee Athene RyuWayne BrownPeter from the NY Police Shop (Paul's Uniform)Robert FederaScott LindsayPrimitivo Vivas-RomeroAsain Jade

CONGRATULATORY LETTERS
Kashyap P. Patel, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Colonel Patrick J. Callahan, Superintendent
New Jersey State Police

Steven G. James, Superintendent 
New York State Police

Frank A. Tarentino III, Special Agent in Charge
Drug Enforcement Administration (NY)

Bryan R. Miller, Special Agent in Charge
Alcohol Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives (NY)

Jennifer Piovesan, Special Agent in Charge
Internal Revenue Service-Criminal Investigations (NJ)

Brendan Donahue, Acting Inspector in Charge
U.S. Postal Inspection Service (NY)

Francis J. Russo, Director, Field Operations
U.S. Customs & Border Protection

Hon. Christopher H. Smith
Member of Congress (NJ)

Brian K. Wood, Special Agent in Charge
U.S. Department of State, Diplomatic Security Service (NY)

Raymond A. Tierney, District Attorney
Suffolk County (NY)

DONORS & BOOSTERS
ALEKSANDER MARINI

Asian Jade

ATLANTIC CITY PBA LOCAL NO. 24

Bernard Zimmerman

EDWIN ALVARADO

Elmer Falcione

E-Z WHEELS DRIVING SCHOOL

Joseph Hare

KENNETH WEST

KWANG SOOK KIM

Peter from the NY Police Shop (Pauls Uniform)

Primitivo Vivas-Romero

Robert Federa

Scott Lindsay

Seihee Athene Ryu

Wayne Brown

Yuen Fan

The National Police Defense Foundation Recognizes The 
Following Supporters For Their Continued Support



Dr. Frank E. Hendron Chief John Cairo

Congratulations to all the NPDF 2025 Honorees!

1525 Locust Street
15th F loor

Phi ladelphia ,  PA 19102

Local:  215-732-5555
Tol l -Free: 800-PANSINI

Congratulations 
to 

the 2025 Honorees



CUSTOM HENRY RIFLES
FOR YOUR DEPARTMENT

Special Law enforcement Offer

MADE IN AMERICA, OR NOT MADE AT ALL    |    LIFETIME WARRANTY    |    100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE

To Learn More Scan the QR Code
or Visit HenryUSA.com/CustomLaw

Choose from our huge selection of rifles, shotguns, 
and revolvers, and we will work with you to come 
up with the perfect design to fi t your budget. For no 
additional charge, we will also assign a unique serial 
number range for your department’s custom firearms.

With a low minimum order of just 10 guns, Henry
Repeating Arms can create a custom rifle for 
your department with exclusive factory-direct
pricing. This special offer is only available to law 
enforcement professionals.

Custom Henry Big Boy
for Michigan State Police

Special Law enforcement Offer

Custom Henry Big Boy
for Pinal County, AZ Sheriff’s Offi ce

Custom Henry Golden Boy
for CA Dept of Corrections

EXCLUSIVE 
FACTORY-DIRECT 

DISCOUNT

Custom Henry Golden Boy for Dayton PD

National Police 
Defense Foundation

2025 
30th Anniversary

Annual Awards Dinner
May 7th 2025

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement for Over 30 Years”




