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Dear NPDF Members and Supporters:

Welcome to the National Police Defense Foundation’s Awards Gala where we are 
honored to recognize our distinguished 2026 honorees and the recent long-term 
successes and achievements of the NPDF.

One of the primary missions of the NPDF is to provide legal defense assistance to law 
enforcement officials nationwide who appear to have been selectively prosecuted, 
convicted and OR imprisoned for performing their sworn duty.

There is ample evidence that critics who seek to defund our police, as well as obstruct effective police 
and immigration enforcement operations, are well organized and funded by politically connected criminal 
organizations whose sole intent is to intimidate our police and manipulate the criminal justice system.

During the past year alone, the NPDF established several legal defense funds for these victimized officers 
at the request of certain police unions and fraternal organizations. It is our fervent hope that our efforts on 
these high-profile NPDF legal defense cases will bring truth and justice to these victimized officers and 
their families.
 
In 1995, my wife Angela and I established the NPDF at a point when there was a significant increase 
in armed assaults against our police and it became common practice for criminals to make fabricated 
allegations of misconduct against law enforcement officers to insulate themselves from prosecution.
 
Additionally, these criminal entities often disguised as a “political action group” have advocated to obstruct 
legitimate police operations, which includes the assaults on our law enforcement officials. In response, the 
NPDF has effectively uses their congressionally recognized “Safe Cop” program, which posts a $10,000 
reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of any person who shoots at a law enforcement 
officer or makes a death threat online or through social media, anywhere in the United States.

Today, we are pleased to acknowledge in our audience, some of these victimized police officials who the 
NPDF are actively representing. Additionally, join me in honoring our distinguished honorees whose public 
service, advocacy and support for the law enforcement community truly deserves recognition!

Please know that I will continue to volunteer my efforts to support these important NPDF law enforcement 
programs out of my love and respect for law enforcement. 

Fraternally yours, 

SSA Joseph Occhipinti (Ret.)
Founder & Executive Director 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
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NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear NPDF Member and Supporter,                                                                       May 6, 2026.

Welcome to Russo’s on the Bay for our 2026 National Police Defense Foundation’s Annual 
Awards Night. Once again, we come together to recognize and celebrate a few of our 
accomplished heroes of law enforcement who have fearlessly answered the call of duty and 
service to their fellow Americans. We also bestow much deserved praise on our Business 
and Media Professionals who recognize and support the sacrifices made by America’s Law 
Enforcement Officers everyday.

This evening we proudly bestow our Man of the Year Award on United States Secret Service 
Director Sean M. Curran and our Woman of the Year Award on United States Secret Service 
Senior Advisor, the Honorable Alina Habba.
 
We are also honored to recognize our Business Woman of the Year; CEO of Kai Consulting and 
former Legal Counsel to President Donald J Trump, Kellyanne Conway.
 
With great pride the Foundation’s Executive Board recognizes NYPD Sergeants Benevolent 
Association President, Vincent Vallelong, with our annual President’s Award and our Lifetime 
Achievement Award is presented to Director of the United States Customs & Border Protection, 
New York District, Francis J. Russo.
 
This year’s Excellence in Media Award is proudly awarded to the CEO of the Law Enforcement 
Today magazine and our coveted Member of the Year Award is bestowed on Captain Anthony 
Lordo Jr., Commander of the United States Park Police at Ellis Island.
 
In closing, I want to thank you all for coming and supporting the Foundation as we join together 
in recognizing our distinguished honorees. 

Fraternally,

Det. Michael J. Palladino (Ret.)

Michael Palladino



Police Chiefs Coalition
Chief Robert M. Caron

Port Authority Police of NY & NJ (Ret.)

SSA Joseph Occhipinti 
Founder & Executive Director 
US Dept. of Justice (INS-Ret.) 

Past President, 
Federal Agents PBA

ASAC Anthony Lacorazza
Treasurer 

US Secret Service

Sgt. Michael P. Barry 
Vice President 

Port Authority Police 
of NY & NJ (Ret.)

Federal Officers Coalition
SAC Hugo Barrera

Administrator
US Department of Justice (ATF-Ret.)

NPDF Italian Police Coalition
Asst. Chief Michele Mastrosimone

Administrator
Italian State Police

Founder & Office Administrator 
Angela M.  Occhipinti

Webmasters		   
Michael Ceglio

Rick Ceglio

Executive Assistants 
Michelle Rizzo
Amanda Avella
Janice Arbital
Patricia Sangster 

Project Administrators 
Sgt. Michael P. Barry (Ret.) 
Director, NPDF Programs & 
Services

Safe Cop Program 
Lt. Karl Milligan (Ret.) 
Prince George County, MD

Operation Kids 
Jennifer Tonelli, MS, SLP 
Lisa Malecki, P.A.

West Coast Delegate 
Trooper Anthony Gubler 
California Highway Patrol (Ret)

Congressional Liasion Officer  
William Carroll, District Director (Ret) 
US Dept. of Justice (INS)

Legal & Medical 
Alan E. Wolin, Esq. 
NPDF Chief Legal Counsel  
Anthony Pope, Esq. Legal Counsel 
(NJ)  
John T. Bazzurro, Esq., Legal Counsel 
Det. David Venezian (Ret) 
Chief NPDF Investigator 
NYC Police Department 
Dr. Dhimant Balar, Chief Police 
Surgeon 
Dr. Aaron Feingold, Police Surgeon 
Dr. Michael Goldstein, Police Surgeon 
Dr. Harold Hansen, Police Surgeon 

NPDF BOARD OF ADVISORS & EXECUTIVE STAFF

COALITIONS

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Det. Michael J. Palladino
President 

NYPD Det. (Ret.) 
Past President DEA

 

Robert Henderson
Treasurer

Forensic Investigator
 

Dr. Robert Ghalili, Police Surgeon 
Dr. Jordan Josephson, Police Surgeon

Public Relations  
Harry Kalicovic, Coordinator 

Honorary Chairmen 
Hon. Joseph Vitale, NJ Senator

Clergy Staff  
Msgr. Robert Romano, 
	 Chief NPDF Chaplain 
	 NYPD Deputy Chief Chaplain

Rabbi Harry Tvzi Berkovitz 
	 Deputy NPDF Chaplain 
	 Chief Chaplain, MTA Police (Ret.)

Rabbi Isaac M. Heschel 
	 Chaplain US Postal Inspection Service 

Rev. Captain James Occhipinti, 
   Ocean County Prosecutor's Office
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Alina Habba was born in Summit, New Jersey. She is an attorney who currently serves as a Senior 
Advisor to the Attorney General for US Attorneys. In July 2025 Alina was named Acting US Attorney 
for the District of New Jersey. Attorney General Pam Bondi noted that during the time acting USA Alina 
Habba was in office, the city of Newark saw a 20% reduction in crime and that the city of Camden 
experienced its first summer in 50 years without a homicide. Before Habba took on the role of US 
attorney for New Jersey, President Trump had announced he was appointing her as his presidential 
counsellor during his second administration, describing Habba as “unwavering in her loyalty” and a 
“tireless advocate for justice”.

Alina attended Lehigh University, graduating in 2005 with a bachelor’s degree in political science. 
Between 2005 and 2007, Habba worked in the fashion industry in accessories production and marketing. 
She obtained a Juris Doctor from the Widener University Commonwealth Law School in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania in 2010. After finishing law school, Habba was a law clerk to Eugene J. Codey Jr., then-
presiding judge of the Civil Superior Court in Essex County, New Jersey. Habba is licensed to practice 
law in New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut. 

As President Trump’s attorney, Alina has represented him in many high-profile cases and litigation since 
2021. She represented him in litigation spearheaded by New York Attorney General Letitia James 

In December 2024, Trump named Habba as his counselor to the president. Habba has described herself 
as a devout Catholic. She has two children, Chleo and Luke. 

WOMAN OF THE YEARWOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ALINA HABBA
Senior Assistant to U.S. Attorney General



O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

   


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

 

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

MAN OF THE YEARMAN OF THE YEAR

SEAN M. CURRAN
Senior Assistant to U.S. Attorney General

Sean M. Curran is the 28th Director of the U.S. Secret Service, assuming office January 22, 2025.  As Director, 
Mr. Curran is responsible for the successful execution of the agency’s integrated investigative and protective 
missions. He leads a workforce comprised of more than 8,200 Special Agents, Uniformed Division Officers, 
Technical Law Enforcement Officers, and Mission Support personnel.

Throughout his 23-year law enforcement career, Mr. Curran has led operational security plans for some of the most 
complex National Special Security Events in the history of the Secret Service. Most notable were his successful 
integration of modern protective methodologies deployed during major site visits and events, including the 2024 
Presidential Campaign, and oversight of logistics coordination for the 2016 Presidential Debates. Events of this 
magnitude require coordination of thousands of campaign visits, collaboration with Federal, state, and local law 
enforcement partners, and management of a multi-million-dollar budget and 400+ Special Agents. Prior to his 
appointment as Director, Mr. Curran established and served as the Special Agent in Charge of the Donald Trump 
Detail, where he strategically led the physical multi-state protection portfolio for the 45th President. 

Director Curran began his Secret Service career in September 2001, as a Special Agent in the Newark Field Office, 
where he conducted protection, intelligence, investigations, recruitment, and logistics support for the district.

From 2008 – 2013, Mr. Curran was assigned to the Presidential Protective Division within the Office of Protective 
Operations, where he provided physical protection to the President of the United States and his family. This 
assignment would amplify his readiness for future assignments such as the Assistant to the Special Agent in 
Charge of the Dignitary Protective Division (2014 - 2016) and the Washington Field Office (2016 - 2018) where 
he managed response teams to critical incidents throughout Washington, D.C.

In 2018, Mr. Curran was promoted to the position of Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the Presidential 
Protective Division, with direct oversight and responsibility of multiple protectees, as well as reviewing, analyzing, 
and enhancing security plans for the President’s multiple residences. 

Mr. Curran holds a Master’s degree in Human Resources Training and Development from Seton Hall University 
in South Orange, New Jersey. His undergraduate degree is a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Stockton 
University in Galloway Township, New Jersey.
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FRANCIS J. RUSSO, DIRECTOR
US Customs Border Protection, NY

As the director of operations at U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the largest federal law enforcement agency 
of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, since 1995, Director Russo has overseen the work of 2,900 
employees dedicated to securing the nation’s borders. In this capacity, Mr. Russo manages an annual operating 
budget of over $35 million, ensuring the efficient processing of 24 million travelers and over $360 billion worth 
of goods entering the U.S. each year. His leadership is characterized by coalition-building with federal, state and 
local partners, as well as a focus on strengthening national security and improving information sharing.

A defining moment in Mr. Russo’s career occurred in 2020 during his tenure as the port director at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport. Confronted with a surge in fentanyl-laced packages arriving from China, he spearheaded 
a comprehensive strategy that united law enforcement agencies, congressional representatives and advanced 
technology to intercept illicit shipments. Mr. Russo’s efforts resulted in the seizure of more than 85 fentanyl 
shipments that year, influenced legislative changes in China and significantly altered the threat landscape. He also 
served as a public spokesperson, advocating for increased resources and raising awareness through prominent 
media outlets.

Mr. Russo’s educational background laid a strong foundation for his achievements. He began by earning a 
Bachelor of Science in criminal justice and corrections from St. John’s University in New York City in 1995, 
equipping him with essential knowledge for his early career in law enforcement. He later attended the Senior 
Managers in Government Program at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University in Cambridge in 
2017, further refining his leadership skills and strategic perspective.

The inspiration for Mr. Russo’s career stems from a profound family legacy in law enforcement. His father, an 
Italian immigrant who learned English through comic books before serving in the U.S. Navy, went on to become 
a distinguished FBI agent combating organized crime, a path also followed by Mr. Russo’s brother. Witnessing 
their dedication instilled in him a profound sense of duty and commitment to justice.

Beyond his professional responsibilities, Mr. Russo is actively involved in civic initiatives as a volunteer with 
local community foundations and the Global Medical Relief Fund, demonstrating his dedication to humanitarian 
causes. He is also an active member of the Columbia Association, a nonprofit community services corporation.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARDLIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
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Kellyanne Conway was born on January 20th, 1967 in Camden, New jersey. She is a prominent political 
consultant whose reputation as a successful polling consultant led her to run a group of super PACs 
in support of Ted Cruz in the 2016 presidential race. When he dropped out, she was asked to be the 
campaign manager for Donald Trump to help his campaign reach female voters. Her entry into that 
campaign is widely credited with helping Donald Trump win. She is the first woman to run a successful 
presidential campaign. She also served as a counselor to the president until August 2020.

Ms. Conway graduated with a bachelor’s in political science from Trinity College in Washington, D.C., 
and a Juris Doctor from George Washington University Law School. She practiced law for a time, but 
she was most successful in her career as a polling consultant, even launching her own polling company.
Kellyanne was the Founder and president of The Polling Company, Inc./WomenTrend, a privately held 
company she operated from 1995-2017. Throughout her 35 years in market research, Kellyanne has 
provided primary research and advice for clients in all 50 states and has directed thousands of survey 
projects for statewide and congressional political races, trade associations and Fortune 500 companies. 
She is presently a Fox News Contributor and has appeared on all major television networks throughout her 
career. Kellyanne is licensed to practice law in four jurisdictions, (Maryland, new Jersey, Pennsylvania 
and the District of Columbia). She holds a law degree, with honors, from George Washington University 
Law Center.

Kellyanne has served on numerous boards and advisory councils. Her latest endeavor, KAConsulting, 
LLC provides strategic advice, data analytics and media training to corporate, political and non-profit 
clients. They furnish thought leadership to companies facing the prospect of government action and 
those simply looking toward the future. Her memoir, “Here’s the Deal” was a New York Times #1 best 
seller.

It is with a great deal of pleasure that the NPDF nominated Kellyanne Conway as our Businesswoman 
of the Year. 

KELLYANNE CONWAY, FOUNDER
KALConsulting, LLC

BUSINESSWOMAN  OF THE YEARBUSINESSWOMAN  OF THE YEAR
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Sgt. Vincent Vallelong has served as President of the 13,000 member NYPD Sergeants Benevolent 
Association since October 2021. He has also served as the SBA Delegate for Brooklyn South 
Detective Operations, as well as the organization’s Detective Bureau Director, Marshal, Health 
and Welfare Secretary, Recording Secretary, and Vice President. 

Sgt. Vallelong was appointed to the NYPD in July 1990 after earning a Bachelor’s degree in 
Marketing Management from Pace University. He was promoted to Sergeant in March 1996. His 
assignments included the 5 and 62 Precincts, as well as the Manhattan South Task Force, the 
63 Robbery Apprehension Module, and 62 Detective Squad Commander. 

Sgt. Vallelong’s professional affiliations include membership in the NYPD’s Columbia Association, 
and he sits on the Advisory Boards for the United Coalition of Public Safety (UCOPS), the National 
Association of Police Organizations (NAPO), and the San Diego University Law Enforcement 
Leadership Symposium.

A primary goal of Sgt. Vallelong is to work with union colleagues and law enforcement personnel 
from other cities and municipalities to create a nationwide law enforcement collaboration and 
presence. 

Sgt. Vallelong is a single parent of 4 children. He followed in the footsteps of his father, Anthony, 
who served the NYPD for 20 years. Sgt. Vallelong resides in Brooklyn. 

PRESIDENTS AWARDPRESIDENTS AWARD

SGT. VINCENT VALLELONG, PRESIDENT
NYPD Sergeant’s Benevolent Association
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Kyle Reyes is the Chief Executive Officer of The Silent Partner Marketing, a full-service marketing and communications 
firm recognized nationally for its work with some of the most mission-driven and patriotic brands in America. The 
agency was dubbed “America’s Most Patriotic Marketing Agency” by Fox & Friends and is known for its strategic 
work in marketing, advertising, public relations, and multimedia content creation for companies aligned with American 
values and national interests.

In addition to leading The Silent Partner, Mr. Reyes is the founder of The 1776 Project, a media and communications 
company that owns and operates several of the most prominent pro-law enforcement news platforms in the country. 
This includes Law Enforcement Today, Blue Lives Matter, and The Police Tribune—which collectively have more than 
five million followers and average approximately 150 million impressions per month. The organization is supported by 
a distinguished board of advisors comprising leaders from major national law enforcement associations, including the 
Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association, the National Border Patrol Council, UCOPS, and Constitutional sheriffs, 
among others.

Mr. Reyes is deeply engaged in raising public awareness on critical national issues, including the border and opioid 
crises. His team has produced impactful, documentary-style series such as “The Opioid Crisis” and “Blue on the 
Border,” which highlight the human cost and law enforcement challenges related to these national emergencies.

Guided by a mission of faith and service, Mr. Reyes and his organizations are committed to advancing truthful, values-
based storytelling that honors the sacrifices of those who protect and serve our nation.

He also serves on the Board of Advisors for DeliverFund, a nonprofit organization founded by a former Navy SEAL 
and CIA officer. DeliverFund is dedicated to combating human trafficking by training, equipping, and advising law 
enforcement personnel across the United States.

CURRENT ROLES:
•  Chief Executive Officer, The Silent Partner
•  Founder & Owner, The 1776 Project (Law Enforcement Today / Blue Lives Matter / The Police Tribune)
•  Advisory Board Member, DeliverFund

The National Police Defense Foundation is proud to present Kyle Reyes with our Excellence in Media Award for his 
committed advocacy in favor of advancing the interests of law enforcement who seek to partner with the public they 
serve to make our nation a better place for all to live.  

KYLE S. REYES, CEO
Law Enforcement Today Magazine

EXCELLENCE IN MEDIA AWARDEXCELLENCE IN MEDIA AWARD
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Captain Anthony “Tony” Lordo Jr. is a seasoned law enforcement executive with the United States Park Police, 
currently serving as the Commanding Officer of the Liberty District. He is entrusted with safeguarding two of 
American landmarks: the Statue of Liberty National Monument and Ellis Island National Museum of Immigration.  
With over twenty-two years of service, Tony has distinguished himself through strategic leadership, interagency 
collaboration, and expertise in complex, high-threat security environments. His career reflects a combination of 
operational excellence, tactical proficiency, and executive-level program management.
CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
	 •	Current Command: Oversees a multi-jurisdictional public safety program, including law enforcement 	
		  operations, critical physical security systems, command center management, and two airport-style visitor 	
		  screening facilities. Leads a diverse team of USPP patrol officers, specialized units (SWAT, K9, Marine 	
		  Patrol), and contracted security forces across Liberty Island, Ellis Island, and mainland screening centers 	
		  in Manhattan, NY, and Jersey City, NJ.
	 •	National Security Leadership: Serves on the Executive Board for the FBI–New York City Joint Terrorism Task 	
		  Force (JTTF).
	 •	Gateway National Recreation Area Leadership: Served as a USPP Captain on a long-term special detail 	
		  as the NPS Acting Chief Ranger. Managed programs that include law enforcement, emergency medical 	
		  services, safety and environmental health, structural and wildland fire, lifeguards, fee collection, and a 24/7 	
		  dispatch operation throughout Gateway NRA, NPS. Gateway NRA includes NPS lands in Brooklyn, Queens, 	
		  Staten Island (NY), & Sandy Hook, Monmouth County (NJ).
	 •	Icon Security & Canine Unit Command: As Lieutenant, led the Icon Security Program and managed 		
		  nine explosive detection canine teams responsible for ferry sweeps, screening operations, and threat 	
		  responses. Served on the DOI Icon Security Council, advising on security for high-value national targets.
	 •	SWAT and Tactical Operations: Former SWAT Sergeant and FBI SWAT School graduate. Directed tactical 	
		  operations for high-profile visits, including Heads of State and foreign dignitaries. 

MEMBER OF THE YEARMEMBER OF THE YEAR

COMMANDER ANTHONY LORDO, JR.
United States Park Police, NY
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May 6, 2026 
 
 
Mr. Joseph Occhipinti     Mr. Michael J. Palladino  
Executive Director      President  
National Police Defense Foundation    National Police Defense Foundation  
21 Kilmer Drive      21 Kilmer Drive  
Morganville, NJ 07751     Morganville, NJ 07751 
 
 
Dear Executive Director Occhipinti, President Palladino and Friends and of the NPDF: 
 

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate the National Police Defense Foundation on the 
occasion of the 2026 Annual Awards Dinner. Tonight’s event not only raises much-needed 
funding to support the fine works of the NPDF, but also recognizes your distinguished honorees: 
 

The Hon. Alina Habba, Senior Advisor to US Attorney General, Woman of the Year 
 
Director Sean Curran, US Secret Service, Man of the Year 
 
Francis J. Russo, US CBP NY Director of Operations, Lifetime Achievement Award 
 
Kellyanne Conway, Founder of KAL Consulting, Businesswoman of the Year 
 
Sgt. Vincent Vallelong, President of NYPD Sgt.’s Benevolent Assoc., Presidents Award 

 
Kyle Reyes, CEO of Law Enforcement Today Magazine, Excellence in Media Award 

 
Commander Anthony Lordo, Jr., US Park Police NY, Member of the Year 

 
Having worked closely with your organization over the years, I am honored to call Joe 

Occhipinti a friend. Please accept my best wishes for a successful event, and I pray that God 
continues to bless you all for the work you do to keep America safe while supporting law 
enforcement officers and their families around the country and helping children worldwide. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Christopher H. Smith 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

New Jersey’s Fourth Congressional District 
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Message From Raymond A. Tierney

Suffolk County District Attorney

To the National Police Defense Foundation, Board Members and 
Distinguished Honorees:

Each year, it gives me great pride to receive an invitation from the National 
Police Defense Foundation (NPDF) to attend their annual gala. The NPDF 
provides essential resources and advocacy, and I am honored to stand 
alongside their leadership, members, supporters, and honorees.

As district attorney, I, along with my entire staff, work hand in hand with 
the men and women in law enforcement every day. Through this 
relationship, we see firsthand the demanding, scrutinized, and dangerous 
nature of their work. For their courage and dedication, they deserve not only 
our support, but also our respect. 

I commend the leadership and honorees for their continued commitment 
to serving with integrity and courage, and for that, you have my deepest 
gratitude. 

       Respectfully yours,
       __________________________

RAYMOND A. TIERNEY

DISTRICT ATTORNEY
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UNITED STATES POSTAL INSPECTION SERVICE 
 
INSPECTOR IN CHARGE – NEW YORK DIVISION 

P.O. BOX 555 
NEW YORK NY 10116-0555 
877-876-2455 

 
March 30, 2026 
 
 
 
Mr. Joseph Occhipinti 
Founder & Executive Director 
National Police Defense Foundation  
21 Kilmer Drive 
Building 2, Suite C 
Morganville, NJ 07751 
 
 
Dear Mr. Occhipinti,  
 
On behalf of the U.S. Postal Inspection Service’s New York Division, it is my distinct honor 
to accept your invitation to attend the National Police Defense Foundation Awards Gala 
scheduled for May 6, 2026.  
 
I would like to extend my sincere congratulations on another year of outstanding 
leadership and achievement by the National Police Defense Foundation. Your continued 
dedication to supporting law enforcement professionals and the communities they serve 
remains both impactful and deeply appreciated.   
 
The National Police Defense Foundation continues to play a viral role in providing 
scholarships, supporting critical initiatives such as “Operation Kids” and “Safe Cop”, and 
promoting the safety and well-being of law enforcement personnel and their families. The 
Foundation’s enduring contributions make a profound difference and stand as a model of 
service and commitment.  
 
I would also like to recognize and commend this year’s distinguished honorees. Their 
exceptional dedication, courage, and leadership reflect the highest ideals of the law 
enforcement profession and serve as an inspiration to all.  
 
Congratulations once again on another successful year, and to all of this year’s award 
recipients. I look forward to joining you in celebrating these accomplishments and 
witnessing the continued impact of your important work in the years ahead. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Ketty Larco-Ward 
Inspector in Charge 
New York Division 
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May 6, 2026 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I want to welcome all of you to the National Police Defense Foundation’s 
Annual Awards Gala. This event brings us together to recognize 
outstanding national and local leaders while raising critical funding for 
essential scholarship and community programs.  
 
Thank you to the National Police Defense Foundation for your tireless 
work and to all our heroes in law enforcement who safeguard and protect 
our residents. Your dedication to your duty cannot be understated! 
 
Congratulations to this year’s distinguished honorees, including the 
Honorable Alina Habba, Commander Anthony Lordo, Jr., Sgt. Vincent 
Vallelong, Sean C. Curran, Francis J. Russo, Kellyanne Conway, and Kyle 
S. Reyes. Your recognition is well deserved, and your achievements and 
exemplary service set a powerful example for all of us.  
 
To everyone in attendance, please accept my best wishes for your 
continued success. I hope you all enjoy tonight’s event! 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Bruce A. Blakeman 
Nassau County Executive 

Office of the County Executive 
1550 Franklin Avenue 

Mineola, New York 11501 
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Joshua GurevichJoshua Gurevich
Adelphi University

Isabella GrippoIsabella Grippo
DeSales University

Jaden SangsterJaden Sangster
       Brookdale Community College

Angelina J. Meola Angelina J. Meola 
The College of New Jersey

Josephine A. ParloJosephine A. Parlo
University of New Haven 

Scholarship RecipientsScholarship Recipients
20262026

Scholarship RecipientsScholarship Recipients



O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

   


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

 

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION



O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

   


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

 

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

Timothy N. Cowen
President

Keith Blatz
1st Vice President

Ann Beck
Treasurer

Kathleen McMahon
Financial Secretary

Lawrence McArdle
VP-City Wide

Christopher Chamberlain
VP-Headquarters

Michael McCabe
VP-Rikers Island

Kevin E. Quinn
VP-Retirees

Bridget Luby Esposito
Recording Secretary

Connor Olsen
Sgt at Arms

Brian J. Sharkey
Historian

Trustees:
Thomas B. Farrell, Chairman      
Kathleen Mulvey
Michael Hourihane
Richard Palmer
Robert Ellis

Chaplains:
Father Christopher Heanue
Sister Margaret McCabe

Past Presidents
James W. Mulvey *
James Slattery*
Adam McQuillan*
Vincent Toner*
Thomas Fitzsimmons*
John P. Clark*
Wiliam J. Kennedy*
Thomas J. Hayes Jr.
Bernard Cassidy Jr.
Brian J. Sharkey
Brian P. Riordan
Kevin E. Quinn
Edmund Duffy
Thomas B. Farrell
Thomas Betts
Michael Barzal
Ryan Gunning
Roy G. Miller

EMERALD SOCIETY 

The NYCD Emerald Society Inc.  is  a registered 501(c)3 Non Profit  EIN #853661767
Charter Member-Grand Council  of  United Emerald Societies Inc

Charter Member-National Conference of  Law Enforcement Emerald Societies 
Affi l iated with the New York City Saint Patrick’s Day Parade 

Correction Department,  City of  New York        
PO Box 38

Atlantic Beach, New York 11509
Organized in 1955 

“Keeping the Tradition Alive”

Congratulations  

SEAN CURRAN
MAN OF THE YEAR 

ALINA HABBA 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR

AND ALL HONOREES

Fraternally,

Timothy N. Cowen
Timothy N. Cowen

President



O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

   


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

 

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

 

 

BEST WISHES  
to  

Michael J. Palladino  
and the 

Officers, Staff and Members  
of the  

The National Police Defense Foundation  

˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃ 
CONGRATULATIONS 

to  
2026 Distinguished Honorees 

Hon. Alina Habba ● Sgt. Vincent Vallelong 
Sean C. Curran ● Francis J. Russo ● KellyAnne Conway 

Kyle S. Reyes ● Commander Anthony Lordo, Jr. 
 

˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃˜̃ 
PITTA LLP 

LABOR * EMPLOYMENT * EMPLOYEE BENEFITS * REGULATORY COMPLIANCE * CAMPAIGN FINANCE COMPLIANCE  

PITTA BISHOP & DEL GIORNO LLC 
LOBBYING * CONSULTING * GOVERNMENT RELATIONS * PUBLIC AFFAIRS * CRISIS MANAGEMENT  

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS * BUILDING AND FIRE SAFETY  

PITTA & BAIONE LLP 
A 9/11 VICTIM’S COMPENSATION LAW FIRM 

 

 

111 Washington Ave, Ste 401 
Albany, New York 12210 
Telephone (518) 449-3320 
Facsimile (518) 449-5812 

120 Broadway, 28th Floor 
New York, New York 10271 
Telephone (212) 652-3890 
Facsimile (212) 652-3891 

1220 19th Street NW, Ste 600 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Telephone (202) 505-5780 
Facsimile (202) 505-5781 
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

Congratulates
EST 1920

National Police Defense Foundation 
and the 2026 Honorees 

We applaud The National Police Defense Foundation (NPDF) for its 
continued work to “protect and support” the efforts of law enforcement 
officials nationwide through its various programs, including “Operation 
Kids” a child safety program, which also helps children with illnesses 
worldwide. Special thanks to Federal Agent Joseph Occhipinti and his wife, 
Angela, for their dedication and vision.   

The Italian Welfare League shares your passion and commitment to 
the community and children. The Italian Welfare League, one of New York’s 
oldest Italian charities, founded in 1920, began by assisting immigrant 
families arriving from Italy.  Since the tragedy of September 11th, the League 
has focused its efforts on assisting children of Italian descent who have 
medical problems or are suffering from emotional trauma.  These 
youngsters are affectionately called, “I Nostri Bambini” and have been 
adopted into the League’s family of caring members and supporters. Since 
2001, the League has raised and donated over $3.5 million to its growing 
family of Bambini.   

Grazie NPDF for your continued support and congratulations to you 
and the 2026 Honorees.  Sempre Avanti!  

AAnnnnaa  MMaallaaffrroonnttee  
PPrreessiiddeenntt  

IIvvaannaa  GGiiuunnttoollii  MMccCCootttteerr  
CChhaaiirrwwoommaann 

8   East     69th Street · New York, NY  10021 · Phone  212-861-8480 
www.italianwelfareleague.org 

facebook.com/italianwelfareleague instagram.com/italian_welfare_league 
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

New York State Fraternal Order of Police 
Memorial Lodge 100 

PO BOX 090864 
BROOKLYN, NY 11209-0864 

PRESIDENT 
RICHARD CLIFFORD 
NYPD LT (RET) 

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
MICHELLE SCHAEFER 
NYPD LT (RET) 

1ST VICE PRESIDENT 
WILLIAM LARNEY 
NYPD LT (RET) 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT 
STEPHEN BIRBIGLIA 
NYPD LT (RET) 

SECRETARY    
RICHARD G. BERMUDEZ 
NYPD SGT (RET) 

TREASURER 
VANISE B. LINDSEY 
NYCDOC CO (RET) 

RECORDING SECRETARY 
CHRISTOPHER T. MANNING 
NYPD LT (RET) 

SERGEANTS AT ARMS 
DAVID E. FURMAN 
NYPD SGT (RET) 

ANTHONY IURILLO 
NYPD PO (RET) 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
RICHARD G. BERMUDEZ 
NYPD SGT (RET) 

CHAIR OF TRUSTEES 
DEAN ROBERTS 
NYPD DET (RET) 

CHIEF LEGAL COUNSEL 
RUSSELL A. MAURO, ESQ. 

CHAPLAIN 
MSGR. ROBERT J. ROMANO 
NYPD ASST CHIEF CHAPLAIN 

MEMORIAL LODGE 100 
CONGRATULATES 

THE NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE 
FOUNDATION 

AND THEIR 2026   HONOREES
 Hon Alina Habba 

 Sean M. Curran

 Vincent Vallelong

 Anthony Lordo Jr.

NEVER FORGET THE FALLEN, HONOR THEIR MEMORY

Fraternally
Rich Clifford 

& the Brothers and Sisters of Memorial Lodge 100

 KellyAnne Conway

  Francis J. Russo

  Kyle S. Reyes
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

 
 

 
 

HELP US SUPPORT OUR POLICE, FIRE, MILITARY MOS’ AND THEIR FAMILIES ! 

11TH ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER Thursday, AUGUST 20,2026 6PM: 

IRISH LEGACY AWARD: Commissioner (Ret.) RAYMOND W. KELLY  
Commissioner (Ret.) NYPD / CEO Guardian Group. 

 
IRISHMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD:  MATHEW McCAULEY  

NYPD-Ret / Partner -Turken, Heath & McCauley 
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD:  WILLIAM GALLAGHER 
Deputy Chief & Commanding Officer NYPD-Legal   

 
FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR AWARD: BILL KREGLER 

PRESIDENT NYC-Fire Marshals Benevolent Assoc. / FDNY & NYPD (RET.) 
 

IINNCCLLUUDDEESS:: 4 hour buffet/beer/wine/soda/coffee. Dozens of Raffle Prizes & 50/50 

JULIANO’S RESTAURANT: julianoscaterers.com, 700 Main St. New Rochelle, NY 10801. I-95 North to Exit 15 New 
Rochelle. Right @ end of ramp, go 1/2 mile north to Juliano’s. On the right.   FREE ON-SITE VALET 

PARKING.                                                                                                                                                                                    
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

WESTCHESTER COUNTY CORRECTION OFFICERS 
 BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 

 15 RESERVOIR RD 
WHITE PLAINS, NY 10603 
TELEPHONE: 914-773-0436 

FAX:914-773-0439 
WWW.WESTCHESTERCOBA.ORG 

 
 

  The Westchester County Correction Officers  
   Benevolent  Association 

Proudly supports 
The National Police Defense Foundation 
And Would Like to Wish Congratulations 

 to all of Tonight’s 
 Distinguished Honoree’s 

 
 
 
 
 
       Steven Torseillo                            Antoine Adkins                             Ramon Gonzalez                      Daren Alleyne                 Jesus Quinones 

 
  

 

             President                       1st Vice-President                     2nd Vice-President                   Secretary                       Treasurer  
 
                                                                                           
                                                                                           Delegates 

           
                                  German Barbosa                              Anthony Casareale                                                             Michael Fiume                     Richard Iaboni 
                                  Jonathan Idowu                                Brendan Lynch                                                        Louis Melendez                    April McDuffy  
                                   Rahsaan Parris                                 David Redman                                                                   Joseph Ruggeri                     Robert Zach                                     
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

WOMAN OF THE YEAR
Admiral Zeita Merchant

US Coast Guard

MAN OF THE YEAR
Tom Homan
US Border Czar

HUMANITARIAN AWARD
Gary Sinise

Emmy, Golden Globe & 
Tony Award Winning Actor

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Ralph Sozio
US Marshal  SDNY

EXCELLENCE IN MEDIA AWARD
Joe Marino

New York Post Reporter

MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD
ASAC Anthony Lacorazza
US Sercret Service

LAST YEARS

LAST YEARS

HONOREES

HONOREES
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

PROGRAM
PROGRAM

Cocktail Hour

Music Procession
Port Authority Police of NY & NJ Pipe and Drum BandPort Authority Police of NY & NJ Pipe and Drum Band

New York City Police Ceremonial UnitNew York City Police Ceremonial Unit

Presentation of Colors
Port Authority Police of New York & New JerseyPort Authority Police of New York & New Jersey

National Anthem
Robert BragaRobert Braga

Pledge of Allegiance
Allegra Malecki, Gabriele & Matthew Tonelli and Shane RizzoAllegra Malecki, Gabriele & Matthew Tonelli and Shane Rizzo

Invocation & Special Memorial Prayer
Monsignor Robert RomanoMonsignor Robert Romano

Deputy Chief Chaplain, New York City Police Department

Opening Statement
SSA  Joseph Occhipinti (Ret.)SSA  Joseph Occhipinti (Ret.)

NPDF Founder & Executive Director

Awards Presentation
Detective Michael J. Palladino (Ret.)Detective Michael J. Palladino (Ret.)

Master of Ceremonies
NPDF President

Closing Prayer
Rabbi Harry BerkowitzRabbi Harry Berkowitz
MTA Police Department (Ret,)

Host Venue Russo’s on the Bay

Entertainment  by Magic Moments by Magic Moments 
                                                                             & New York City Police Jazz Band & New York City Police Jazz Band

Silent Auction  by Ryco Fundraisingby Ryco Fundraising

Photographer  Walter TaylorWalter Taylor
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

2026 AWARD RECIPIENTS

2026 AWARD RECIPIENTS

WOMAN OF THE YEAR
Hon. Alina Habba

Senior Advisor to U.S. Attorney General

MAN OF THE YEAR
Sean M. Curran

Director, United States Secret Service

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Francis J. Russo, Director

U.S. Customs Border Protection, (NY)

BUSINESSWOMAN OF THE YEAR
KellyAnne Conway, Founder

KALConsulting, LLC

PRESIDENTS AWARD
Sgt. Vincent Vallelong, President

NYPD Sergeant’s Benevolent Association

EXCELLENCE IN MEDIA AWARD
Kyle S. Reyes, CEO

Law Enforcement Today Magazine

MEMBER OF THE YEAR
Commander Anthony Lordo, Jr.
United States Park Police (NY)
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

Mission StatementMission Statement
 
The National Police Defense Foundation (NPDF) is a nationally renowned and congressionally recognized 
IRS approved 501 (c) (3) that provides free medical and legal support services to the law enforcement 
community, as well as funds a variety of public safety and law enforcement initiatives.

Legal Defense Support ServicesLegal Defense Support Services
  
The NPDF’s mission statement is to “Protect & Support” the interests of law enforcement officers. Too 
often, dedicated law enforcement officials are victimized by criminal elements that fabricate allegations 
of misconduct. When the NPDF suspects that an officer is being unjustly prosecuted or has been 
falsely convicted it will support the efforts of the officer for complete vindication. The NPDF will also 
consider establishing a legal defense fund wherein 100% of the tax-deductible donations can go to the 
officer’s defense. The NPDF has been credited for exposing many of these injustices on national news 
programs, such as 60 Minutes, NBC Dateline, Fox News, CNN, among others.

 
Medical Support ServicesMedical Support Services

The NPDF is nationally renowned for providing free medical and psychological services to law 
enforcement officials who have become disabled in the line of duty. The NPDF will periodically establish 
upon request a medical fund to help the officer pay outstanding medical debt.  Due to the serious 
increase of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PSTD) and police suicides, the NPDF has an affiliation 
with the “COP 2 COP” program which offers free confidential counseling to active and retired law 
enforcement and public safety officers via a 24/7 hotline.

 Operation Kids
The “Operation Kids” program is a multi-faceted NPDF child safety program that (1) distributes free 
child fingerprint/DNA kits to parents (2) sponsors youth athletic events (3) posts periodic rewards on 
missing and kidnapped children (4) issues annual scholarships (5) funds Project Pedophile and (6) 
arranges lifesaving operations and medical treatment for critically ill children worldwide. This program 
was personally endorsed by John Walsh of America’s Most Wanted and profiled on the “CBS Early 
Show”.

The National Police 
Defense Foundation

All Abou
t

All Abou
t
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

Project Pedophile (SAFE-NET)Project Pedophile (SAFE-NET)

The NPDF “Operation Kids” program also established “Project SAFE NET” in order to address the 
serious increase of pedophile activity on the internet that has been victimizing our children. The 
program will reward any child with a $1,000 U.S. Savings Bond for information that leads to the federal 
arrest and conviction of any pedophile operating on the internet.

 
                  Program                  Program 

Entered into the “Congressional Record” in 1995, the NPDF trademarked “Safe Cop” program is 
nationally renowned for posting up to a $10,000 reward for public information that results in the arrest 
and conviction of anyone who shoots a member of law enforcement, anywhere in the United States. 
The posting of the Safe Cop reward has been instrumental in bringing to justice several cop killers 
nationwide.

The “Safe Cop” program was also expanded to provide critical medical care and counseling to disabled 
law enforcement personnel worldwide. The NPDF will periodically establish a medical fund for the 
disabled officer or an immediate family member when they are financially unable to pay for medical 
treatment or have outstanding medical debt.

It should be noted that “Safe Cop” was credited for providing free grief counseling, emergency financial 
assistance, meals, lodging, and supplies for many of the police and first responder victims of the 
September 11th terrorist attack. In the memory of the police officers killed on September 11th, the 
NPDF commissioned a world-renowned sculptor to create the September 11th Police Memorial (insert 
trademark logo here) which is in Orange County, New York.

          

The “Save a First Responder” program is a new “Safe Cop” law enforcement initiative that addresses 
the serious increase of assaults on first responders which includes Police, Fire and EMS Personnel. 
The “Save a First Responder” program will post up to $10,000 reward for public information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of any person who commits a criminal act that results in a line of duty 
death of a first responder. This program is funded and administrated by the NPDF Firefighters & EMS 
foundation. (www.fireemsfoundation.com).

 Save A            Officer ProgramSave A            Officer Program 

The “Save a K-9 Officer” program is a “Safe Cop” law enforcement initiative that addresses the serious 
increase of armed assaults on K9 police dogs. The program will provide upon request donated bullet 
proof vests to law enforcement agencies.

RESPONDER
1stSave ASave A
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NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

 LT. DET. JOSEPH PETROSINO  
ASSOCIATION IN AMERICA, INC. 

                        www.petrosinousa.org          631-251-1557       ppetrosino@petrosinousa.org 
 
 
 
Board of Directors 
Hon. James C. Lisa – Chairman 
Comm. Robert G. Fonti  
Jerry D’Amato  
Peggy Petrosino  
Joseph A. Petrosino, Esq.  
Joseph Monticciolo, FAIA 
 
Hon. Jack Como – Chairman*    
 
Officers 
Robert G. Fonti, President 
Jerry D’Amato, Executive Vice 
President/Treasurer 
Vincent D. LeVien-VP-External Affairs 
Domenick Priante-VP-Media 
Peggy Petrosino-Secretary  
 
Vincenzo M. D’Angelo – VP* 
 
Honorary Chairpersons 
Loreto D’Aiuto- Hon. Chairman/International  
Carol D’Auria- Hon. Chairwoman 
Uff. Cav. Joseph Scelsa, Ed.D–Hon Chairman 
Hon. Peter F. Vallone-Hon.Chairman 
 
Cav. Joseph Mattone –Hon Chairman* 
Hon. Richard Grace-Hon Chairman* 
 
Advisory Committee  
Rag. Pasquale Carucci 
John A. Durso 
Uff.Cav. Maria Fosco 
Hon. Justice James J. Golia (Ret.) 
Hon. Justice Joseph G. Golia (Ret.) 
Hon. Justice Joseph F. Lisa (Ret.) 
Hon. Anthony Manetta 
Rocco Manzolillo 
Cono Morena 
Giuseppe Pena  
 
Hon. Paul Vallone* 
 
*Deceased 
 
 

Mailing Address: Lt. Det. Joseph Petrosino Association in America, Inc. 11-20 154 Street. Whitestone, NY 11357 
The Lt. Det. Joseph Petrosino Association in America Foundation is a 501 ( c ) 3 – All donations are deductible in accordance with IRS laws 

  

  

 
 
                                            THE 

LT. DET. JOSEPH PETROSINO 
ASSOCIATION IN AMERICA, INC. 

 
CONGRATULATES 

THE NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE 
FOUNDATION ON THEIR 2026 
ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 

 
BEST WISHES TO THE EXECUTIVE 

BOARD, STAFF AND 
ADMINISTRATION  

 
AND TO ALL OF THE DISTINGUISHED  

2026 HONOREES 
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

P.O. Box 3310  ◆  Farmingdale, NY 11735-3310  ◆  www.RDNY.org 

OFFICERS  
President 
Don Alesi 

 
1st Vice President 

Victor Cipullo  
 

2nd Vice President 
Kevin Kehoe 

 
Treasurer 

Jimmy Ropenus 
 

Secretary 
Liz Curcio  

 
Sergeant‑at‑Arms 
Adrian Johnson 

 
 Historian 

Hal Sherman 
  

General Counsel 
Richard Katz 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS       
Rich Santangelo ‑ Chairman 

John Beale 
Sal Canto 

 Brian Carroll 
Tim Connolly 

Peggy Hopkins 
Brian Hunt 
Nick Massi 

Judy Newton 
Edward Ruvane 

Jack Ryan 
Ervin Urbina 

 
Msgr. Kevin Nelan, Chaplain

FIDELITER SERVIMUS 
“WE HAVE SERVED FAITHFULLY”

Best wishes to the  

National Police Defense Foundation  

On Your 

31st Anniversary 
And Congratulations To 

All Your 2026 Distinguished Honorees!
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NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

 Honoring a Lifetime 
of Service and Leadership 

Francis RussoFrancis Russo 
Director, U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

On the occasion of receiving the Well-Deserved 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

We proudly recognize your extraordinary dedication, 
unwavering leadership, and lifelong commitment 
to serving and protecting the people of our nation.

 Your distinguished career stands as a 
model of integrity, excellence, and public service. 

We deeply cherish your friendship and 
value the meaningful relationship we have built together

We also extend our sincere appreciation to 
Joe Occhipinti and Michael Palladino Joe Occhipinti and Michael Palladino 

for their outstanding leadership and continued impact.

With great admiration and respect, 
On behalf of our Board of Directors and myself, 

Duvi Honig Founder & CEODuvi Honig Founder & CEO
 Orthodox Jewish Chamber of Commerce
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I 
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THE WESTCHESTER B.L.U.E. FOUNDATION 
BROTHERS IN LAW ENFORCEMENT UNITING EFFORTS 

 
PROVIDING ASSISTANCE TO POLICE OFFICERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

 
““TThhee  FFiirrsstt  RReessppoonnddeerrss  ffoorr  OOuurr  FFiirrsstt  RReessppoonnddeerrss””  

 

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  ttoo    
  

TThhee  NNaattiioonnaall  PPoolliiccee  DDeeffeennssee  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  
&&  AAllll  ooff  TToonniigghhtt’’ss  AAwwaarrddeeeess  

 
If you, or someone you know is a police officer in need of assistance, or you would like more information on 

who we are, please visit us @ www.westchesterblue.org 
Or call (844) WST BLUE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Westchester B.L.U.E. Foundation is a recognized 501(c)3 charitable organization Tax ID #45-2034907 

All donations are tax deductible 
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

Proudly supports the 
National Police 

Defense Foundation
for its dedication to the 

Protection and Support of Law Enforcement
and to 

Con g ratul ate the 2026 Honorees

NEW YORK 
STATE 

SHIELDS

Every day the men and women of law enforcement put their lives on the line to protect this great country of ours. 
Our primary mission is to honor the Memories of law enforcement officers who have lost their lives in the line of duty 
and recognize the parents and family members suffering this loss. The Shields also honors active officers who have 
performed heroic acts of bravery and outstanding work in furtherance of our goal to foster positive and professional 
working relations among the various law enforcement agencies that serve and protect our communities.
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

Columbia Association
NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF SANITATION

 ~ Congratulations ~
to the 2026 Honorees

The National Police Defense FoundationThe National Police Defense Foundation

is proud to support

WOMAN OF THE YEAR
Hon. Alina Habba

Senior Advisor to U.S. Attorney General

MAN OF THE YEAR
Sean M. Curran

Director, United States Secret Service

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Francis J. Russo, Director

U.S. Customs Border Protection, (NY)

BUSINESSWOMAN OF THE YEAR
KellyAnne Conway, Founder

KALConsulting, LLC

PRESIDENTS AWARD
Sgt. Vincent Vallelong, President

NYPD Sergeant’s Benevolent Association

EXCELLENCE IN MEDIA AWARD
Kyle S. Reyes, CEO

Law Enforcement Today Magazine

MEMBER OF THE YEAR
Commander Anthony Lordo, Jr.
United States Park Police (NY)



 
 
 
 
 
2026 Board of Officers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2026 Active Member Chiefs 
 
Matthew Lloyd 
Aberdeen Twp. 
 

Michael Schneider 
Allenhurst 
 

Dan Panckeri 
Allentown 
 

   
Asbury Park 
 

Scott Reinert 
Atlantic Highlands 
 

Christopher Garrity 
Avon-by-the-Sea 
 

Tina Scott 
2026 President 
Belmar 
 

James Arnold 
Bradley Beach 
 

Gary Olsen 
Brielle 
 

Daniel DeVito 
Colts Neck 
 

Ronen Neuman 
Deal 
 

Theresa Healy 
Eatontown 
 

Trevor Martinson 
Englishtown 

Joseph McGovern 
Fair Haven 
 

Chris Colaner 
Freehold Boro 
 

George Baumann 
Freehold Twp. 
 

Robert Mulligan 
Hazlet 
 

Robert Burton 
2024 President 
Highlands 
 

Jeff Ackerson 
Holmdel 
 

John Storrow 
2029 President 
Howell 
 

Sandra Burton 
Keansburg 
 

Mike Ferm 
Keyport 
 

Paul Halpin 
2027 President 
Little Silver 
 

   
Long Branch 
 

Lenny Maltese 
Manalapan 
 

Greg Restivo  
Manasquan 
 

Peter Pezzullo 
Marlboro 
 

   
Matawan 
 

John McCabe 
M.C. Prosecutor’s Office 
 

John Esposito 
M.C. Sheriff’s Office 
 

Dan McManus 
Monmouth Beach 
 

Milton Morris 
Monmouth University 
 

Craig Weber 
2020 President 
Middletown 
 

Matthew Quagliato 
Neptune City 
 

Anthony Gualario 
Neptune Twp. 
 

Michael Sorrentino 
Ocean 
 

Gary Grimes 
Oceanport 
 

Mike Frazee 
Red Bank 
 

Robert Boyer 
Rumson 
 

John Arias 
Sea Bright 
 

Justin Macko 
Sea Girt 
 

Adam Cerminaro 
Shrewsbury Boro 
 

Edward Kerr Jr. 
2017 President 
Spring Lake Boro 
 

Edward Gunnell 
2025 President 
Spring Lake Heights 
 

Michael Delucia 
Tinton Falls 
 

Michael Woodrow 
Union Beach 
 

Sean O’Halloran 
2028 President 
Wall Twp. 
 

Marlowe Botti 
West Long Branch 
 
 
 

2/2026 

Monmouth County Police Chiefs Association

President 
Tina Scott 

Belmar 

2nd Vice-President 
Sean O’Halloran 

Wall 

Sergeant at Arms 
John Storrow 

Howell 

1st Vice-President 
Paul Halpin 
Little Silver 

Treasurer 
Kevin Sauter 
Past-President 

Colts Neck, Ret. 

Secretary 
Gary Grimes 

Oceanport 
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

BOB SCHATZ

201.489.7006  •  732.807.4056
b.schatz@bprotectedalarm.com  • www.bprotectedalarm.com

ALARM COMPANY
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“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION



Congratu
lations!

TO ALL THE 
2026

HONOREES

O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

  


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
  


O

p
e

ra
tio

n 
Ki

d
sTM

   


O
p

e
ra

tio
n 

Ki
d

sTM
 S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

   
S

A
FE

 C
O

P
TM

 

“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION



“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
    G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   



“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
    G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   

 

SSEERRGGEEAANNTTSS  BBEENNEEVVOOLLEENNTT  AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN  
Police Department, City of New York 

Congratulations  

Sgt. Vincent J. Vallelong  

On Receiving The  

Presidents Award 

And To All Of  

Tonight’s Honorees 
 

VINCENT J. VALLELONG 
PRESIDENT 

 
Edmund J. Small   Vice President 
Edward Geary   Treasurer 
William Morrissey   Recordng Secretary 
Anthony Borelli  Financial Secretary 
Donald Kipp   H & W Secretary 
John Collins   City-Wide Secretary 
Catherine Kunst  Marshal 
Joseph P. Robinson  Sergeant at Arms 

 
DIRECTORS 

William Sena, Bklyn South  Santo Collado, HQ/PA 
Brian Latva, Queens South  Michael Curry, Housing 
Archie DePietro, Staten Island Clyde Jasmin, Transit 
Michael Daly, Det. Bureau  Steven Siermala, Bklyn North 
James Centeno, Queens North Ashleigh Sofia, Bronx 
Kenneth Jefferson, Man. South Thomas Zaleski, Man. North 
Robert Denig, SOD 

35 Worth Street 
New York, NY  10013 

www.sbanyc.org 
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The Quinn Law Firm 
Proudly Supports 

 
 

 

THE NATIONAL POLICE 
DEFENSE FOUNDATION 

 
 

 For their dedication, service and sacrifice  
And Congratulates 

 
 
 

Sgt. Vincent Vallelong, President 
NYPD Sergeants Benevolent Association 

 

“PRESIDENTS AWARD” 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Quinn Law Firm 
399 Knollwood Road, Suite 220 
White Plains, New York 10603 

(914) 997-0555 
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Trust
in the moment

aus.com
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HISPANIC AMERICAN LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATION
501 (C) (3) NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

P.O. BOX 24148
JERSEY CITY, NJ 07304

(862)217-4161
HALEA1986@HALEA.ORG

WWW.HALEA.ORG

Lizette Anderson
President 

Tamahine I. Rivera
Vice President

Zulma Cabrera
Treasurer

Iris Reyes
Secretary

Daniel Sollitti
Honor Guard Commander

Michael Bobadilla
Sergeant at Arms

Javier Toro
Trustee

Demetrius Dacres
Trustee

Robert Burgos
Trustee

Joshua Rodriguez
Bishop

Vladimir Rene
Legal Counsel

Francisco Guzman
Legal Counsel

Michael Laboy
Sergeant at Arms

Mayra Munoz
Activity Coordinator 

Donna Roman-Hernandez
Community Relations

Catherine Averhoff
Trustee

Lorenzo Tosado
Trustee

Jason Fermin
Trustee

" IN UNITY THERE IS STRENGTH"
LIKE US

HALEA proudly supports the 
National Police Defense Foundation to benefit charitable
endeavors and program services. Plus also congratulates 

the 2026 Distinguished Honorees.



“Protecting and Supporting Law Enforcement"
NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE FOUNDATION

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
 

  
 G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

  
    G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   
   G

O
L

D
 S

P
O

N
S

O
R

   

Senior Advisor to US Attorney General

Commander Anthony Lordo, Jr.
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 Tara & Delegate Craig McGraw
PROUD NPDF MEMBERS

Congratulations!
TO THE 

NATIONAL POLICE DEFENSE 
FOUNDATION 

Founders Angela & Joe Occhipinti 
And The 

2026 Distinguished Honorees

Keep Up The Excellent Work
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Martin Bellew
President
DSNY ES
Thomas J. Ryan
1st Vice President
PAPD ES
James O'Leary
2nd Vice President
ConEd ES
Brian J. Sharkey
Treasurer
NYCD ES
Edward Patterson
Secretary
NYPD ES
Kathleen Murphy-Lubey
Sgt at Arms
SCPO ES
Fr, Brendan Fitzgerald
FDNY ES
Chaplain

Trustees
Duke Bunce
HVPES
Timothy N. Cowen 
NYCD ES
Edward Finn Jr.
FDNY ES
Donna McGuire
NYCDOE ES
Jack Vierling
NYPD ES

Regional Trustees 
Mid Atlantic
Patrick O’Brien
WDCPES
South
Michael Pitcher 
NCPES
West
Erin Ring
AZLEES

Past Presidents
John P. Clark*
J. Barney Ferguson*
Thomas Doyle *
Thomas Connaughton 
Jerry Sullivan*
Patrick F. Comaskey*
Brian Sullivan
Brian J. Sharkey
Robert F. Algar*
Thomas Gormely
Robert Goff
Thomas O’Connor
Frank O’Keefe
Michael Pitcher
Peter F. Whalen
*Deceased

    Grand Council of United Emerald Societies Inc.
Founded in 1956

Reorganized in 1975
Ní neárt go cur le chéile

There is no strength without unity

Affiliated Organizations
AZLEES, BPES, CON ED ES, DSNY ES, ESFLEA, FDNY ES, HVPES, LACOFF ES,

MTAPD ES, NCPES, NCSES, NYCD ES, NYCDOE ES, NYPD ES, NYCTA ES, 
NYSCTS ES, NYSDOCS ES, OCLEES, PAPD ES, RCFF ES, SCFF ES, SCPD ES, 

TELE COMM ES, TBTA ES, WDCPES, WCCOES, WCPES

Congratulations  
Alina Habba, Sean Curran

and all the Honorees 

Alina Habba
Women of the Year

The Grand Council is proud to support
the National Police Defense Foundation  

Fraternally,

Martin Bellew
Martin Bellew

Sean Curran
Man of the Year
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Best Wishes from
 

EDMUND BERGASSI
The Bergassi Group

35 PORTMAN ROAD
NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801

914-576-9300
FAX: 914-576-7847
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LIUZZO & ASSOCIATES

Proudly supports the 
National Police Defense Foundation

for its dedication to the 
Protection and Support of Law Enforcement

and all of its Charitable Contributions

We wish the Foundation sustained success
as it continues in its noble endeavors.

       Annalisa Liuzzo, Partner	 Francesca Fava, Partner

Liuzzo & Associates
One Penn Plaza, Suite 2103
New York, New York 10119

Tel. (212) 736-2100
Fax (212) 736-2159
www.liuzzolaw.com

Liuzzo & Associates is a firm dedicated to the practice of U.S. Immigration & Nationality Law
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IN HONOR OF SERVICE AND SACRIFICE
With deep gratitude and respect for those who stand watch over our nation

Sean M. Curran
Director, United States Secret Service

Your leadership stands at the front line of safeguarding our nation’s highest 
ideals and its people. Through quiet strength and unwavering vigilance, you 

protect the foundation of American freedom.

Francis J. Russo
Director, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (NY)

Your lifetime of service reflects a steadfast commitment to duty, integrity, 
and the security of our nation. Through every challenge, your leadership has 

strengthened the shield that protects our homeland.

Commander Anthony Lordo, Jr.
United States Park Police (NY)

Your service embodies honor, courage, and a deep devotion to those you 
lead and protect. Through your dedication, you stand as a guardian of both 

community and country.

CLOSING BLESSING
May the Almighty bless you for your service, strengthen you in your mission,

and protect you as you continue to protect this great nation.

May God always watch over the watchmen.

Rabbi Michael & Rabbi Matthew Melnicke
United States Park Police & ATF Chaplains
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Italian Charities of America 
Congratulates The 

National Police Defense Foundation 
On Their  

Annual Awards Dinner 
  
  

Congratulations To The Distinguished Honorees! 
 

 

Italian Charities of America is a 
501(c)(3) not for profit organization founded in 1936 

 
We offer the following programs and events 

 

                                               Italian Language Courses: 
▪ Italian Language - multi levels  
▪ Italian Verbs and Conversation 

 

 

                                                    Regional Language & Unique Courses: 
▪ Sicilian Language - multi levels 
▪ Sicilian Conversation 
▪ Neapolitan Language - multi levels 
▪ Italian & Italian American Studies 

 

 

                                               Our Annual Special Events & Programs: 
▪ Annual Awards Dinner Dance 
▪ Annual Italian Christmas Concert 
▪ Film and Documentary Presentations 
▪ Italian Cultural Events and Performances 
▪ Italian and Italian American Speaker Series  
▪ Panel Discussion Series 
▪ Scholarship Awards Ceremony and Dinner 
▪ Saturday Night Dances 

 
 

         Become A Member! 
▪ Annual Scholarship Nominations  
▪ Discounts on Eligible Events 
▪ Special Invites and Official Mailings 

Italian Charities of America  
83-20 Queens Boulevard 

Elmhurst NY 11373 

     www.italiancharities.org  
718-478-3100 / info@italiancharities.org 
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Thank YouThank You
corporate sponsorscorporate sponsors

Bay Ridge Learning Center

                             Allied Universal

               Hispanic Law Enforcement Association

                     Hempstead Park Nursing Home

Pesach (Carlos) Lattin

Elmer Falcione

Russian American Officers Association

KENNETH WEST

Larry Bilicki

Westchester COBA

ALEKSANDER MARINI

Edwin Alvarado

Pesach Lattin

Elmer Falcione

Russian American Officers  
Association

Kenneth West

Larry Bilicki

Westchester COBA

Aleksander Marini

Edwin Alvarado

boostersboosters




